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DIALOGUE 



ON 



BEAUTY. 



IT was on one of the moft pleafing Mornings in 
the laft Summer, that Crito ftole from the 
Noife and Buftle of the Town, to enjoy an 
agreeable Day, or Two, with his Friend Timan* 
THEs in the Country. Timanthes received hii» 
with all that Joy andPleafure, which is ufualbetwqen 
Friends, who love one another entirely; and who 
have not met for a confiderable Tjme. He fbewed 
him his new Grove, ^nd Gardepjs; and, as they 
were walking in the latter, ** Since the Weather be- 
gins to be fo warm (fays he) if you like it, we will 
dine under that open Tent. The Air there will be 
refrefliing to you ; and will bring us the Smell of the 
Orange and Lemon-Trees which furround it, with- 
out breaking that View of the Country, of which 
you ufed to be fo fond. When I placed them there, 
I bad you ill my Thoughts ; and imagined it might' 
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4 ADIALOGUE 

be a favourite Seat of yours, whenever you came 
hither 5 which I wifli your Affairs would fufFer to be 
much oftener." Indeed the Spot was fo well chofen, 
that it made not only their Dinner, but even their 
Converfation together after it, the more agreeable ; 
and as they were ftill -fitting and enjoying themfelves 
there, for fome Time in the Afternoon ; a Servant 
came to let Timanthes know, that Milesius 
was juft alighted ; and was coming toward them. 
** Though in general I fliould not have chofen to be 
interrupted To-day (fays Timanthes), I am not 
forry for Milesws's Vifit at prefent 5 becaufe his 
Gaiety feiay ferve a little to divert you." *' And I, 
fays Crito, love every thing that you love ; and 
fliall therefore go with P leaf u re with you to meet 
him. Milesius came up to them with his ufual 
Vivacity in his Face, and Behaviour ; and after a 
fhort Compliment, or Two, they all fat down to-r 
gether again undei* the Tent. 

They foon fell into a Converfation, which, though 
it might not be fo folid, was at leaft more lively and 
joyous than their former. Tim ANthe3 could not 
help obferving upon it, " You (fays he) MitE$ius 
give Life to the Company wherever you come j but I 
am particularly glad of your coming hither To-day, 
becaufe my Friend Crito^ on his Arrival this Morn- 
ing, feemed to have the Remains of fomething of a 
Melancholy on his Face ; but, fince your joining us, 
the Cloud has been gradually clearing up, and feems 
now quite driven away. I would not then take any 
T^otice of it to him, for fear of oppr^ffing the Mind 
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ON BEAUTY ^ 

6f my Friend whilft too much afflifled ; but as It now 
appears to have been only a paffing Cloud, I could 
Wiih to a(k the Caufe of it ; that I might endeayout 
to alleviate his Concern, if in my Power ; and if not 
that at Icaft I might fhare it with him*" " I am 
very much obliged to you (replied CritOj with a 
Caft of the fame Concern returning on. his Face) 
for your Tendernefs for me, on this, and all other 
Occafions : But if you obferved any thing of Sor- 
row about me on my Firft coming in, I can affure 
you, that it was not for any Misfortune that has 
happened to myfelf ; nor any new Misfortune to any 
of our Friends : Whatever you faw in me of that 
kind, muft have been occafioncd by the Vifit I made 
this Morning. You both know the Beauty and Me^ 
ritsof Mrs. B***, as well as what a Brute of i 
Hulband flic has the Misfortune to be married t6. 
I juft called there, before I fet out; and, on the 
Servant's telling me, that his Lady had been up 
fome time, and was fitting ini the Roon^ next tfe 
Garden ; as my near Relation to her gave me the 
Liberty of going on without fending in my Name, I 
walked toward the Room ; and found the Door only 
juft open enough to let me fee her leaning on a 
Couch, with her Head refted negligently on one 
Hand, whilft, with the other, flie was wiping away 
a Tear that ftole filently down her Cheek. The 
Diftrefs in her Countenance, and the little Confufioh 
that appeared about her Eyes, on her firft difcover- 
ing me (juft as I was doubting whether I (hould re- 
tire or not) added fo much to the other Beauties of 
her Face, that I think I never liw her lopk fo charm- 
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i ADtALOGtfE 

ing in my Life. '* Stay, Sir (fays fhe) ; for you, J 
mn furc, can excufcthis little Overflow of Weaknefo 
in me. — My poof, dear Jady ! — If Heaven had 
ff^ted hirii to toe, he ^ould this very Day have been 
$cwtn Years old. What a pretty little Companion 
ihould I have bad in him^ to have diverted me in 
fome of the many hours that I now pafs alone !" I 
diflembled my being but too well acquainted with thei 
teal Occafion of her Sorrows, joined with her in 
lamenting the Lofs (he had mentioned ; and, as foon 
.as I could, led the Converfation into another chan- 
•liel ; and faid every thing I could think of, to divert 
Bcr Mind from the ObjeiSl that I knew affiifted her^ 
By Degrees, (he recovered her ufual Behaviour ; but 
through all the Calmnefs and Pleafmgnefs of it, there 
was ftill a Cl6ud banging iabout her Eyes, which be- 
trayed Part of the Uneafmefs Aat flie daily fuffers 
tmder in her Heart, Good Heaven ! how is it poffi- 
ble that any human Creature ihquld treat fa much 
Goodnefs^ and fo many Charms, with fo much Bar- 
barity of Behaviour!"-^" We all know, theVilenefs 
of the Man, cried Milesius, as well as the Beauty 
and good Qualities of his Lady ; buty pray, hov/ 
C(xne you to think, that her SuiFerings ihould add to 
her Charms ? or that a Diftrefs^ like her's, could 
ever be pleafing to the Eye ? Some People have got 
fuch flrange, unintelligible Notions of Beauty 1'' — 
** Was I to let you into all my Thoughts about 
Beauty, replied Crito, what I happened to mention 
.jilftnow would, perhaps, appear far from being unin« 
telligible to you. To own the Truth, I have thought 
Oil this SubjeA (which is ufually radier viewed with 

to^ 



ON BEAUTY. 7 

4i6Ci much Pleafure, than otnfidered with any thing 
of Judgment) more gravely at leaft, I dare fay, than 
T3V€r yoii have : And if you was to provoke mc a little 
farther, I do not know whether I could not lay down 
to you a fort of Scheme on it ; which might go a 
good Way not only toward clearing up this, but moft 
of the other DiiEculties that fo often occur in talk- 
ing of it." — " I fhould as foon think of difTediing % 
Rainbow, fays Milesius, as of forming grave and 
punftual Notions of Beauty. Who, for Heaven's 
Sake, can reduce to Rules, what is fo quick, and fo 
variable^ as to be ihifting its Appearances every Mo«- 
ment, on the moft delightful Faces ? — ** And why 
are thofe Faces the moft delightful, in which that 
happens ?*' fays Crito. — ** Nay, that is one of the 
very things I could leaft pretend to account for, re- 
plied MiLEsitJs. I 7xn fatisfied with feeing that they 
are fo; 'tis a fubjeft that I never yet had a fingle De^ 
lire to reafon upon ; and I can very willingly leave it 
to you, to be aPhilofopher in Love." — But ferioufly, 
interpofed Timanthes, turning toward Crito, if 
you have ever found Leifure and Calmnefs enough 
to think fteadily on fo uncertain, and fo engaging a 
Subjeft J why diould not you oblige us With the Re- 
fult of your Thought? upon it ? Lit me beg it at" 
you, as a Favour to both of us j for I am fure it will 
be agreeable to both : And if you refufe me, I ani 
j^folved to join WithMiLESiUs in believing, diat it 
is incapable of having any thing faid fyftematically^ 
or even regularly, about it." — ** You know, fays 
Crito, how little I love to have all the Talk to 
toyfclf ; and what you propofe may t<ikc me up an 
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Hour, or Two : But if I muft launch, out into (b 
wide a Subj^S, it will be very neceflary, that I 
riiould begin with telling you what I chiefly propofe 
to confider, and what not. 



EVERY Objeik that is pleafing to the Eyef, 
when looked upon, or delightful to the Mind, 
on Recollection^ may be called beautiful j^ fo that 
Beauty, in general^ may ftretch as wide as tKe vifible 
Creation, or even as fiair as the Imagination can go ^ 
which is a fort of new cr fecondary Creation. Thus 
we fpeak not only of the Beauties of an engaging 
Profpeft, of the rifing or fetting Sun, or of a fine 
ftarry Heaven ; but of thofe of a Figure, Statue, or 
Building I and even of the A(3ions, Charadters, or 
Thoughts of Men, In die greater Part of' thefc, 
there may be almoft as many falfe Beauties, as there 
are real ; according to the different TaJftes of Na- 
tions, and Meii ; fo that if any one was t6 confider 
Beauty inits/ulleft Extent, it could not be^ done 
without the greateft Confufion^ I ih^l thereforq 
confine my Subje£l to vifible Beauty y and of that, 
to fuch only as may be called perfonal, or human 
Beauty ; and that again, to fucb as is natural or 
re^l, and not fuch as is only national or cuftomary ; 
for I would not have you imagine,, that I would 
have any thing to do with the beautiful thick Lips 
of the good People ofBantamj or the exceffive fmall 
Feet of the Ladies of Quality in Chinap 

lam 
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. lam apt to thing, that every thing belonging to 
Beauty (by which I need not repeat to you, at every 
Turn, that I mean real perfonal Beauty) woutd 
fall under one or .other of thefe Four Heads ; Cokir, 
Form, Expreffi^n, and Grace* The Two former 
of which I fhould look upon as the Body, and the 
Two latter as the Soul, of Beauty. 

THO* Color be the loweft of all the conftituent 
Parts of Beauty, yet it is vulgarly the moft ftrikilag, 
and the moft obferved. For which there is a very 
obvious .Reafon to be given ; that '* every body can 
fee, and very few can judge ;" the Beauties of Co- 
lor requiring much lefs of Judgment, than either of 
the other Three. I Ihall therefore "have much lefs to 
fay^of it, than of each of the other -, and fhall only 

giYJs you Two or Three Obfervations, relating to it* 

As to the Color of the Body in general, the moft 
beautiful perhaps that ever was imagined, was that 
which Apelles exprefied in his famous V^nus ; and 
which, though the Pifture itfelf be loft, Cicerc ha« 
infome Degree^ preferved to us, in his [tfjexcelleiit 
Defcription of it. It was (as we learn from him) g?; 
fine Red, beautifully intermixed and incorporatei|*. 

[a\ Illud video pugnarc te, fpecies ut qusedam fit Deonim ; q«« 
niMl concrecl habeat, nihil folidi, nihil exprefli, nihil etnintntis : 
fitque pura, levis, per^iicida. Dicemus ergo id^p, quod in Venere 
Coa $ corpus non eft, fed fimile corpori t nee Hie fufut et candore 
znixtus rubor fanguis eft^ fed qusedam fangiiiais fimilitudo. Ckcro dc 
' Natura Dear. Hb. i. 
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with white; and difFufed, in its due Proportion^, 
through each Part of the Body* Such are the De- 
fcriptions of a moft beautiful Skin, in [h] feveral of 
the RBtnan Poets j and fuch often is the Coloring of 
Titiarty and particularly, in his fleeping Venus^ ot 
whatever other Beauty that charming Piece was 
meant to reprefent. 

The Reafon why thfcfe Colors pleafe fo much is 
not only their natural Livelinefs, nOr the muck 
greater Charms they obtain from their being proper- 
ly blended together, but is alfo owing in fome De- 
gree to the Idea they carry with them of good Health 
[r] ; without which^ all Beauty grows languid and 
lefs engaging \ and with which it always recovers 
an additional Life and Luftre. 

[i] Thus Vir^lf in the Blufh of his tavinia ; 
Acc^pit vocem lacrymis Lavinia matris, 
Fiagrantes perfufa gcnas ; cui plurimus i^AtBi 
Subjecit rubor^ Sc calefa£la per ora cucurrit : 
Indum fangulneo veluti vioiaverit oilro 
Si quis ebur, aut mixta rubent ubi lilia mnlta 
Alb#rosa ; tales virgo dabat t>re colores* ^m« jcili 6f^ 

tMd in his Narc\fus \ 

Impubefque genas, et eburnea coUa, decufquc 
Oris ; & in niveo milium candore ruborem« Met% ilii 42 3^ 

And TMtui in his Jtpello ; 

'Candor erat, qualem pfxfert Latonia luna i , 

St color in niveo corpore puip utcus. 
Ut juveni primum virgo dedu^a marito 

Inticitur ttneras ore rubcnte genas : 
Ut quum contexunt amaranthis alba ptxelbb 

Lilia ;& autumno Candida mala rubent. Lih.Vu EL ^,ti, 
[f] Venuftas e t pulchritude corporis fcccrni non poteft a valetudine. 
tic<ro JeOfftciis, lib. i> ^ 95. 

As 
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As to the Color of the Face in particular, a great 
deal of Beauty is owing (befide the Caufes I have 
already mentioned) to Variety * that being dcfigncd 
by Nature for the greateft Concoutfe of different 
Colors^ of any Part in the hunian Body, Colors 
pleafe by Oppofitiott ; and it is in the Face that they 
ai-e the moft diverfified, and the moft oppofed. 

You would laugh out^ perhaps^ if I was to tell 
you that the fame Thing which makes a fine Eve- 
ning, makes a fine Face (I mean as to the particu,- 
lar Part of Beauty I am now fpeiaking of ) ; and 
yet this> I believe, is very true. 

The Beauty of an Evening Sky, about the Setting 
of the Sun, is owing to the Variety of Colors that 
are fcattered along the Face of the Heavens. It is 
the fine red Clouds, intermixed with white, nnd 
fometimes darker ones^ with the azure Bottom ap- 
pearing here and there between them, which makes 
all that beautiful Compofition, that delights the J^y*^ 
fo much, and gives fuch a ferene Pleafure to the 
Heart. In the fame Manner, if you confider fomc 
beautiful Faces, you may obferve^ that it is much 
the fame Variety of Colors, which givers them that 
pleafing L«ok \ which is fo apt to attract the £ye^ 
and but too often to engage the Heart. For all this 
Sort of Beauty is'refolvable into a proper Variatiort 
of Flefli Color and Red, with the clear Bluenefs of 
the Veins pleafingly intermixed about the Temples 
5nd the Going off of the Cheeks, and fet off by the 
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Shades of full Eyebrows ; and of the Hair, when it 
falls in a proper manner round the Face. 

It is for much the fame Reafon, that the beft 
Landfcape^painters have been generally obferved to 
chufe the autumnal Part of the Year for their Pieces^ 
rather than the Spring. They prefer the Variety of 
Shades and Colors, though in their Decline^ to all 
their Frefiinefs and Verdure in their Infancy ; and 
think ^! the Charms and Livelinefs even of the 
Spring) more than compenfated by the Choice, Op- 
pofition, and Richnefs of Colors, that appear al- 
moft on evjcry Tree in the Autumn. 

Though one*s Judgment is fo apt to be guided by 
fome; particular Attachments (and that more perhaps 
in this Part of Beauty than any other) yet I am a 
good deal perfuaded, that a complete brown Beauty 
is really preferable to a perfedl fair one ; the bright 
Brown giving a Luftre to all the other Colors, a 
Vivacity to the Eyes, and a Richnefs to the whole 
Loolc, which one feeks in vain in the whitpft and 
moft tranfparent Skins. RaphaeVs moft charming 
Madonna is a brunette Beauty ; and his earlier Ma - 
donna*s (thofe I mean of his middle Stile) are gene- 
rally of a lighter and lefs pleafing Complexion. All 
the brft Artifts in the nobleft Age of Painting, about 
Leo the Tenth's Time, ufed this deeper and richer 
Kind of coloring ; and I fear one might add, that 
the glaring Lights introduced by G«/W^, went a great 
Way towards the Declenfion of that Art j as the en- 
feebling of the Colors by Carls Marat (or, if you 
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pleafe, by his Followers) l^ath fince altnoft com- 
pleted the Fall of it in Italy. 

t 

I have but one thing more to mention, before I 
quit this H^ad ; that 1 (hould chufe to comprehend 
fome Things under this Article of Color, which arr 
hot perhaps commonly meant by that Name. As 
that appearing Softnefs or Silkincfs of fomc Skins; 
that [//] Magdalen-look in fome fine Faces, after 
weeping; that Brightnefs, as well as Tint, of the 
Hair ; that Luftre of Health, that fhines forth upon 
the Features ; that Luminoufnefs that appears in 
fome Eyes, and that fluid Fire, or Glifiening, in 
others : Some of which are of a Nature lb much 
fuperior to the common Beauties of Color, that they 
make it doubtful whether they fhould not hare been 
ranked under a higher Clafs ; and referved for the 
Expreflion of the Paffions ; but I wouH willingly 
give every thing its Due, and therefore mention 
them here ; becaufe I think even the moft doubtful 
of them belong partly to this Head, as well as part- 
ly to the other. 

Form takes in the Turn of each Part, as well as 
' the Symmetry of the whole Body, even to the Turn 

[d] The Look here meant is moft frequently exprel: by the beft 
Painters in their Mitgdalem 5 in which, if there were no Tears on the 
Face, you would fee, by the humid Rednefs of the Skin, that fhe had 
been weeping extremely. There is a very ih-ong Inftance of this in a 
Magdafen by Le Brun, in one of the Churches at Paris j and feveral 
by Tician, in ItaJy ; the very beft of which is at the JB^riengt Palace 
at y-jnice : In fpeaking of which, Rofaiha hardly went too far, when 
(he faid, " It wept all over }" pr (in the very Words ih« ufcd) « Elle 
" pioure jufqu' aux bouti dc doigts." 

of 
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erf an Eyebrow, or the Falling of the Hair. I {houl4 
think too, that the Attitude, while fixt, ought to be 
reckoned under this Article : By which I do not 
only me?n the Pofturc of the Perfon, but the Pofition 
of each Part ; as the Turning of the Ne^k, the ex- 
tending of the Hand, the Placing of a Foot; and 
fio on to the moft minute Particulars. 

The general Caufe of Beauty in the Form oi» 
Shape in boch $exes is a Proportion^ or an Union 
and Harmony [^j, in all Parts of the Body. 

The diftinguifliing GharaSer of Beauty in the 
^ Female Form, is Delicacy and Softnefs ; and in 
the Male» either apparent Strength, or Agility. 

The fineft Exemplars that can be feen for the for- 
mer, is the Venus of Medics j and for the Two latter,^ 
the Hercules Famefe and the Jpolh Belvedere. 

There is one thing indeed in the laft of thefe Fi- 
gures, which exceeds the Bounds of our prefent En-. 
quiry ; what I have heard an Italian Artift call 11 
fovra umano ; and what we may call the Tranfccn^ 
rfcnt, or Celeftial [/]. *Tis fomething diftindt from 

[i] Pulchrltudo corporis ^pta compofitione membrorqm movet ocu* 
los ; & deleflat hoc ipfo^ quod inter fe otnaes partes quodam lepor^ 
confentiunt. Cicero di Off. lib. i. § 91. 

[/] This is mentioned^ or hinted at^ by feveral of the Jtomofp 
Writers : 
Ifumanam fapra formam.— — — Pit^rz/nw^ lib. iv. f, 5^3. 
Fonna aifi in yeras non cadit ilia Deal* 

Vvidf Bfr* ^pift* xviii* 6<» 

all 



ONBEAUTY. 15 

all human Beauty, and of a Nature greatly fuperior 
to it ; fometbing thatfeems like an Air of Divinity : 
'Which is expreft, or at leaft is to be traced out, in 
but very few Works of the Artifts ; and of which 
fcarce any pf the Poets have caught any Ray in theif 
Defcriptions (or perhaps even in their Imagination) 
except Homer and Virgily among the Ancients ; an(J 
our Shakefpear^ and Milton^ among the Moderns. 

The Beauty of the mere human Form is much 
fuperior to that of Color ; and it may be partly for 
this Reafon, that when one is obferving the iineft 
Works of the Artifts at Rome (where there is ftill 
the nobleft Collection of any in the World) one 
feels the Mind more ftruck and more charmed with 
the capital Statues, tbto with the Pidures of the 
greateft Mafters. 

One of the old Roman Poets, in fpcaking of a very 
handfome Man, who was Candidate for the Prize in 

H oc agre, Ceres; ho^ lucida Gnoflis $ 
Illo Maia tholo \ Venus hoc, nofi improba, faxa : 
Accipiant vultus non indignata decoros 
Namina^— <— — iS/«ru(j, lib. v. Sylv, i. 235. 
In quiete — — vifi ^deies Tiri majoris quam pro bumano ban 
^itu, auguftiorkque. Lwy^ lib. vixi. § 6, 

Os humerofque Deo fixniKs | namqoe ipfa decorum . 

Caeiariem iiato genetrix, l^menque juveot^ 

Purpureum^ & Istos oculis afflarat honores t 

<)nale jnaAtts adduot eboii decu^ \ aut ubl flavt> 

Argentmn, Pariufive lapis, circumdator auro. Virg* JBmL 59|f 

Magnae iqentis^opQS, >— > 

■ ■ . CttQTUs, et equos, fadefque Deorum 
Aff iptns* I I Ifitvengi. $mt vii* |^ 

feme 
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fomc erf the public Games, fays, that he was much 
txpc&xd and much admired bjr all the Speftators, 
St hrs firft Appearande ; but that, when he flung off 
his Robes, and difcovered the whole Beauty of his 
Shape altogether, it was fi> fuperior, thet it quite 
[^] cxtinguifhed the Beauties they had before fo 
touch admired in his Face, 

- fc 

I have often felt much the fame EfFe£l in viewing 
the Fenits of Midiii. If )tou obfenrc the Face only, 
jt appears extremely beautiful ; but if you confider 
all the other Elegancies of her Make, the Beauty of 
her Face beco^nes lefs ftriking, and is almoft loft in 
fucb a Multiplicity ofCharins. 

# ■ 

Whoever would learn whSt makes the Beauty of 
each Part of the human Body, may firiH it laid down 
pretty much at large, by [h\ Felibiin -, or may ftudy 

Appellant, deniique cient cava murmura Circi j 
Tandem expeOatut vt>lucrifuper.a{mina falta 
Emica^^ ic toito dtlaroyden diffibuiat aoro : 
Effttlfere aitus, membrorviii^ueomnis apcrtaeft 
Laetitia ; infigncique kumeri, nee pe^ra ns^ 
DttcxiongeAit s latttitque ia corpore ruhos. 

Stat'ms ^Tbdf. vi. 573, , 

\ki\ In hi» Sntrefkns, voL ii, p. 14—45. *rhe chief of what he 
iay» there^ on the Beauty of the diffjprent Parts of die Female Form 
is as follows. 

That the Huail (hoM he well rousded } and leok rather inclining 
tQ fmall than large. * 

The Forehead white, fmooth, and open (not with the Hair growing 
down too deep upon it ;) neither^it nor prominent^ but like the Heac^ 
well rounded ', and rather fmaU in Proportaoii tlum Urgt^. 

it 



It with morePleafuretohioifelfjinthefineftPiaurcal 
and Statues ; and I am forced td have' Recourfe to 

The Hair, either bright^ black, or brown j hot tHili, but full and 
waving ; and if it fall) in moderate CuHs, the betten Tht blade is 
particularly ufeful for fetting ofF the Wbitenefs of the Neck and Skin. 

The Eyesy black, chefnut, or blue ; cleai:, bright, and lively ; axld 
rather large in Proportion than fmall; 

The Eychrows, Well divided, rather full than thin j ftmlcircular; 
and broader in the Middle than at the Ends ^ of a neat Turn, but not 
/brmal. 

The Cheeks ihould not be wide ; fhould hav^ a Degiiee of Plump- 
nefs, with the Red and White finely blended togethei* ^ and flibuld look 
firm and foft. ... 

The Ear fliould be rather fmall than large i well folded, and WitK 
an ag]:eeable Tinge of Red. 

The Nofe fhould be placed fo as to divide the Face into two equal 
Parts I ihould be of a moderate Siit, ftriat, and well-fqnared ; though 
fometlmes a little Riling in the Nofe^ which is but juii perceivable^ 
may elve a very graceful look to it. 

The Moutb'diould be fmall; aiid the Lips not of equal Thicknefs: 
They ihould be well-turned, fmall rather than grofs j foft, even to the 
Eye ; and with a living Red in them. A truly pretty Mouth is like a 
Rofe-bud that is beginning to blow. 

The Teeth ihould be middlc-iized, white, Well-fanged, and evenl 

The Chin, of a moderate Size ; white, foft,and agreeably rounded. 

The Neck ihould be white, ilrait, and of a foft, eaij, and flexible 
Make, rather long than ibdrt $ lefs above, and encreafihg gently to* 
ward the Shoulders : The Whitenefs and Delicay of its Skill ihould bi^. 
continued, or rather go on improving, to the Bofod). 

The Sktn in general ihould be white, properly tinged with Red ^ 
with an apparent Softnefs, aiid a Look of thriving health in it. 

The Shoulders ihould be White, gently fpread, and with a tancK 
ibfter Appearance of Strength, thsin in thole of Men. 

The j4rm ihould be white, round, firm, anflfoft j and more particu^ 
lariy fo from the Elbow to the Hands. 

The Hand mould unite infenlibly with the Arm $ jui^ as it does lA 
the Statue of the Fenus of Medici, They ihould be long and delicattf^ 
and even the Joints and nervous Parts of them fhoold be Without either 
any Hardncfs or Dryncfs, 

Vol. I, C . thtna 
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them fo often, becaufe in Life we commonly fee but 
a fmall Part of the human Body j moft of it being 
cither difguifed, or altered, by what we call Drefs, 

I waij acquainted, for fomc Years^ with a Lady 
^ho has as pretty a made Head and Neck as can be 
conceived ; and never knew any thing of the Mat- 
ter, till I happened 6rie Morning t6 catch her at her 
Toilet, before flie had deformed herfelf by putting 
on her Headcloaths. 

« 

If that beautiful round Oak, with fo fine and ftrait 
, tL Body, had a Tent, or (loping Building, coming 
down from the Top of its Trunk to the Grounu, all 
found it, and Ttvo or Three Sheets flung over the 
greatcft Patt of iti Head, we fliould fcarce be able 
to know whether it was a beautiful Tr?e or not : 
And fuch is the circling Hoop that the Women 
wear in fome Ct>untrks ; and the vaft Wad of Linen 
that they carry upon their Head in others. 

The Ftngfrt fliould hfi fise, long, round, and Toft 5 finally and Icf- 
lening towards the Tips of thea : And the Nails long, rounded at the 
£fld6y and peUuckk 

The Bofotn ihould be white and charming ; and the Breafts equal in 
tlou«dDc(8, WhiteneTs, and Firmnefs j neither too much ele¥ated, nor 
too much depreHed ; rifing genii/, and very diftin£Uy feparated j in 
one Word, jnft like thofe of the Fenui of Medici. 

The Sides fliould be long, suid the Hips wider than the Shoulders ; 
and ihould turn off as tfaey do in the fame Venui \ and go down round* 
ing, and leffening. gradually to the Knee» 

The Knn ihould be even, and well-rounded : the X^i ftrait, but 
vairied by a proper Rounding of the n^ore fit % Part of tb«m i and the 
4Dvf fiaely torned^ wJutc^ suid little* 

The 
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The old Heathens ufed to cover the £ncfl Statues 
of their Gods all over with lodg Robes pn their grea^ 
eft F^ftivals: What 4 Figure wouW the f^^nifs qf 
Medici^ or the Apoito Belvfdire^ makes in fuch a 
Drefs ! 

I do jiot^ to this Day% know, wh^^r the fumeus 
Lady of Lerttto be wdl or ill (hapeil ^ ipr^ tbpUgh I 
have ktrx her (eyeral times, I have never feen her 
without a fort of Hoop-^p^tticoat, very much ftiffisv^ 
ed with F^arjB a^d Jewels, and reaching all dowii 
her Body 5 quite from her Neck, to her Feet, Qi^e^ 
JSIis^fietif ipight have been w<Il-fli2^ped tp as Jittlp 
Purpofe, or iil-lhape^ with *$ much S^urity, m th^ 
vaft Fardingal and pufFt Robes, that we generally fee 
her fwell'd out with, in her Pidlures. 

I 

And we do not pnly thus^ in a great Mtafui^ 
hide Beauty i but even Injure^ and kill it, by fomt 
Parts of Drefs. A ChiJd is joo fopr^er born intf> 
the World, than it is bound up, almoft as firmly as 
an old Egyptian Mummy, in feveral Folds of Linen. 
It is in vain for him to give all the Sign^ Pf Dtfiyefs 
that Nature ha$ put in his Ppwer^ tP (h^w ho«r 
much be fwflf'ers whilft they are tbvs. imprifoning hi^ 
Limbs ; of all the Signs of joy, every Time they 
are fet at Liberty. In a few Minutes, the old 

Witch, whp preiides over bis iivfirw^ft Day^» f^lU to 
Iprmenrinjg hiipafrefli, a«d ^ind^ hind up ^gi^in m 
Jiis deftined Confipejnent. Whe*^ be CPHI?* t^, J)p 
dreft like a M^ he has Li^tur^s ^^pplWd tP h\9 

C a Arms> 
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Anns, Legs, and Middle, in (hort, all over him ; 
to prevent the natural Circulation of his Blood, and 
make him lefs aftive and healthy ; and if it be a 
Child of the tenderer Sex, fhe muft be bound yet 
more ftfeightly about the Waift and Stomach ? to 
acquire a Difproportion, that Nature never meant, 
in her Shape. I have heard a very nice Critic in 
Beauty fay, that he was never well acquainted with 
any Woman in En^landy that was not, in fome 
Degree, crooked ; and I have often heard another 
Gentleman, that has been much in Africa^ and in 
the Indiesy affert, that he never faw any black Wo- 
man that was crooked. The Reafon, no Doubt, 
lis, they keep to Nature ; whereas our Ladies choofe 
to be fhaped by the Staymaker. 



THE Two other conftituent Parts of Beauty, 
Sre, Exprdlionand Grace : The former of which, 
is common to all Perfons and Faces ; and the latter, 
is to be met with but in very few. 



BY ExpreiBon, I mean the Expreffion of the 
Paflions ; the Turns and Chsfnges of the Mind, {o 
fair as they are made vifible to the Eye, by ouf Looks 
or GeftureSi 

Though the Mind appears principally in the Face, 
and Attitudes of the Head ; yet every Part almoft 
of the human Body, on fome Occafion or other, may 
Wconle expreffiyct Thus the la^jguifhing Hanging 

cf 
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of the Arm, or the vehement Exertion of it ; the 
Pain expreffed by the Fingers of one of the Sons in 
the famous Group of Laocoorty and in the Toes of 
the dying Gladiator, But this again is often loft 
among us by our Drefs ; and indeed is of the lefs 
Concern, becaufe the Expreflion of the PaiEons 
paffes chiefly in the Face, which we (by good Luck) 
have not as yet concealed. 

The Parts of the Face in which the Paffions moft 
frequently make their Appearance, are the Eyes, and 
Mouth ; but from the Eyes, they diffufe themfelves 
(very ftrongly) about the Eyebrows 5 a^, in the 
other Cafe, they appear often in the Parts all round 
the Mouth. 

Philofophers niay difpute, as much as they pleafe, 
about the feat of the Soul 5 but, where-ever it re- 
sides, I am fure that it fpeaks in the Eyes, 

I dp not know, whether I have not injured the 
Eyebrows, in making them only Dependants on the 
Eye ; for they, efpecially in lively Faces, have, as 
it were, a Language of their own j and are ex- 
tremely varied, according to the different Senti- 
ments and Paffions of the Mind. 

I have fometimes obferved a Degree of Difplea- 
fure in a Lady's Eyebrow, when ihe had Addrefs 
enough not to let it appear in her Eyes ; and at 
other Times have difcovered fo much ofher Thoughts, 
jn the Line juft above her Eyebrows^ that ihe has, 

C 3 t)een 
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heto amazed how any body could teil what pnffed-^ 
in her Mind, and as Ibe thou^t undifcovered by her 
Face, fo particularly and diftindiy. 

: Homer makes d\6 Eyebrows the Seat of [»] Ma- 
jefty, Virgil of [it] Dtjeftion, Htirace of [/] Mo- 
defty> and Juwmtl of [w] Pride ; and I qiieftion 
whether every one of the Pailions is not af&gned^ 
by one or other of the Poets to the fame Part. 

# 

If you would r«ther have Authorities from the 
Writers of bofteft Profe, Le Brun (who publiflieda 
very pi-ctty Treatife^ to fhew how the Paffions affeft 
the Face a^ad Features) fays, that the principal Seat 
of them is in the Eyebrows, and old P/Zwyhad fai4 

IK, «, 5iS« 

It was from this Paflage tha^ Phidias borrowed all the Ideas of that 
Majefty which he had exprefiied fo (Irongly in his famous Statues of 
the Jupit^ Olympus ; and Horace^ pro1)itily, hifc— ^Cuftfta fapeltilio 
$9i>Tenth. JA^'nuOd^t.^^ 

[k1 y roe$ MAsi fMruBi^ $f dej^o JivmilMi viikv. 

Pvgil Mn* vi. ^'63, 
ff] Dcm^ fopercino nuhcm ; plehimqfle modeftus 

Otctipittjbfcttri fjpecitefr. l^au K^. i, Epift. \%. 55, 

^m] Malo Venufinani^ ^^ le, Cofuetia; siiter 
Gracchorum ; il cum magftis virtutibus affers 
Grande fupercilium, et numeras in dote triumphos. , 

It is Bferfc tlkat die ^btmtiks uiU \hit W»r4 fitptrdCiops <as ^M: do 

fmxh it the W^tAJifaicilkMO ivc |»o«4 md wtogMit Pcifons. 

much 
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much the fame Thing [«] j fo many Hundred Ycars^ 
before him. 

Hitherto I have fpoken only of the Paifions in 
general : We will now confider a little, if you plcafe^* 
which of them add to Beauty ; and which of them 
take from it. , 

I believe we may fay, in general, thatiJl the tCn* 
der and kind PaiHons ^dd to Beauty ; and all the 
cruel and unkind ones, add to Deforn&ity : And It 
is on this Account that Good-Nature may, very 
juftly, be faid to be *' ihe heft Feature ?vw in the 
^^ fineft Face," 

Mr. Pffpi has included the princip^ Paffion of 
each Sort, in Two very pretty Lines ; 

Love^ Hopij and yoy^ fair Pleafure* s fmiling fratn $ 
HaUy Figry mid Griefs the Family $/ Pain. 

The former of which, naturally give an additional 
Luftre and Enlivening to a B<?aiity \ as the latter ar^ 
too apt "to fling a Gloom and Cloud over it. 

Yet in theft, and ail the other Pa^p^Si I do not 
know whether Moderation oiay not be, in a greait 

ln\ Front friftit«9tj hilarkadi^ cUmsntlr^ feyeritatls index: in 
plcenru jejus fupercHia, Sc pariter, £c alterne mobiUa ; & in iis^ ptfs 
animi« [His] negamus ; aonui^lus• Haec maximHadic&nt faftum. 
fSuperbia alicubi conceptaculuffly fed hic fedcn habet : in cordc nifci^ 
t9f} kicMU, hSc peadot. P/nr. Nat, iljft, l^% n< caf. 37* 

C 4 va99£^^9 
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meafure, the Rule of their Beauty ; almoft as far a$ 
Moderation in AStions is the Rule of Virtue. 

Thus an exceffive Joy may be too boifterous in 
the Jace to be pleating ; and a Degree of Grief, in 
fome Faces, and on fqme Occa(iQn3, may be ex- 
tremely be^tifuL 

Some Degrees of Anger, Shame, Surprize, Fear, 
and Concern, are beautiful ; but all Excefs is hurt<? 
ful, and all Excefs ugly. 

Dulnefty Aufterity, Impudence, Pride, Affeda« 
^on. Malice, and Envy, are, I believe, always ugly. 

The fineft Union of Paffions, that I have ever ob- 
ferved in any Face, cpnfifted of a juft fixture of 
Modefty, Setifibility, and Sweetnefs ; each of which 
when taken fingly, is very pleafing ; but when diey 
are all blended together, in fuch a Manner as either 
to enliven or correft each other, they give almoft as 
much Attraction, as the Paffions are capable of ad« 
ding to a very pretty Face, 

The prevailing Paflion in the Venus of Medic! is 
Modefty : It is expreft by each of her Hands, ^in 
her Looks, and in the Turn of her Head. And 
by the way, I queftion whether one of the chief 
Reafons, why Side-faces pleafe one more than Full 
ones, may not be from the former having more of 
the Air of Modefly than the latter. However that 
be, this is- certain, that the beft Artifts u(ually chuf^ 

• ' to 
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|to give a Side-face, rather than a Full one ; in which 
Attitude, the Turn of the Neck too has more Beau- 
ty, and the Paffions more Aftivity and Force. Thus, 
as to Hatred and AfFeftion in particular, the Look 
that was formerly fuppofed to carry an Infe<Sion with 
it from malignant Eyes, was a Planting Regard ; 'like 
that which ^;/^.tf» gives to Satan [^], when he is 
viewing the Happinefs of our firft Parents in Paradife ; 
and the Fafcination, or Stroke of Love, is moft ufu- 
ally, I believe, conveyed, at firft, in a Side-glance. 

It is owing to the great Fqrce of Pleafingnefsi 
yrhich atter^ds all the kinder Paffions ; ** That Lo- 
vers do not only feem, but are really, more beautiful 
to each other, than they are to the reft of the World j'* 
becaufe, when they are together, the moft pleafing 
PaiEons.are more frequently exerted in each of their 
Faces, than they are in either before the reft of the 
World. There is then (as a certain French Writer 
very well exprelfes it) ** A Soul upon their Counte- 
nances,*' which does not appear when they are abfent 
from each other ; or even when they are together 
cohverfing with other Perfons, that are indifferent to 
them, or rather lay a Reftraint upon their Features, 

I dare fay you begin to fee the Preference, that 
the Beauty of the Paffions has over th*e Two Parts of 
Beauty firft-mentioned ; and if any one was not 
fhoroughly convinced of it, I fhould beg him to cpn-? 

[0] Afidc the Devil turnM 

For Envy j yet, with jealous Leer malign, 

Jifd them alkancct — . ■ ■ Paradife L<fi, Book iv* 504. 

fidcr 
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fider a little the foUowing Particulars; of which 
every body muft have met with fcveral Inftances, 
in their Life- time. 

That there is a great deal of Difftnence in the 
fame Face, according as the Perfon is in a better 
or worfe Humour, or in a greater or lefs Degree of 

Livelinefs. 

That the ht& Complexion, th« fineft Features^ 
and the exacteft Shape, without any thing of the 
Mind expreffed on the Face, is as infipid and un- 
moving, as the waxen Figure of the fine Duchefs 
q{ Richmond in JVeJiminfler-Abheyf 

That a Face without any good Features in it and 
with a very indifferent Complexion, fliall have a 
very taking Air; from the Senfibjlity of the Eyes, 
the generd good-humoured Turn of the Look, and 
perhaps a little agreeable SmHe about the Mourfi, 
And thefe Three Things, I believe, would go a 
great way toward accounting for the Je ne f^ai quoi 
or that inexplicable Pleafingnefs bf the Face (as they 
choofeto call it) which is fo often talked of, and 
fo kittle underftood J as the greater Part, and per- 
haps all the reft of it, would fall uhder the laf^ 
Article, that of Grace. 

I once knew a very fine Woman, who was ad^ 
mired by every body that faw her, and fcarce loved 
J)y any body. This In^flSeiftualflefs of all Jier Beau- 
ties was occafioned by a Want of the pleafing Pafli- 

ons 
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ens in her Face, and an Appearance of the difpleafing 
ones 5 particularly, thofe of Pride and Ill-nature. 
Nero^ of old, feems [/>] to have had this unpleafing 
Sort of Handfomenefs, and probably from much 
the fame Caufe ; the Goodnefs of his Features be- 
ing overlaid by the Ugjinefs of the PafEons that 
jippeared on his Face. 

' The fineft Eyes in the World, with an Excefs 
of Malice or Rage in them, virill grow as fhock- 
ing as they are in that fine Face of Medufa^ on the 
famous Seal in the Strozzi Family at Rome. 

Thus you fee, that the Pajflions can give Beauty; 
without the Afliftance of Color or Form ; and tak^ 
is away, where they have united the moft ftrongly 
to give it ; And it was this that made me affert, at 
firft, that this Part of Beauty was fo extremelj^ 
fuperior to the other Two, 

% 

This, by the way, may help us to account for 
the Juftnefs of what Piiny afferts in fpeakingof the 
famous Statue of Laocoon^ and his Two Sons : H< 
fays. It was the fineft Piece of Art in Rome 5 an4 
[^] to be preferred to all the other Statues and Pic- 
tures, of which they had fo noble a Collection in his 

« 

[f] Suetoinuii in his Life «f th»t Emperor, fays, « That lie bad ^ 
^ iMfJk wkkk might xather be called handfome than pleafnig*,** 
yultu^ fttlc]iro magis ^uam venufto. Cap. li. 

{^] Sicutlfi Laocooa€e» ^ui eft ia Tid ^Imperatoris dorno^ opus^ 
omoibus et pi^ures et ftaturis artis jpraefcrCAdum* ^/f»« A'^f* Hifit 
^ wxyi, cap. 5, ^. 

Time, 
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Time. It had no Beauties of Color, to vie with th^ 
Paintings ; and other Statues there ( as the Jpollo 
Belvedere^ and the Venui of Medici^ in particular) 
were as finely proportioned as ^^Laocoon : But this 
had 'much greater Variety of Expreffion, even 
|:han thofe fine ones ; and it muft be on that account 
alone that it could have been preferable to them, ancl 
all the reft. 

Before I quit this Head, I would juft remind you 
of Two Things that I have mentioned before : That . 
the chief F.ule of the Beauty of the Paffions, is Mo- 
deration ; and that the Part in which they appear 
moft ftrongly, is the Eyes, It is there that Love 
holds all his tendereft Language : It is there that 
Virtue commands, Modefty charms, Joy enlivens, 
3orrow engages, and Inclination fires the Hearts of 
the Beholders : It is there that ^ven Fear, ^{id An^ 
ger and Confufion, can be charming. But al} 
thefe, to be charming, muft be kept within their due 
Bounds and Limits •, for too fullpi an Appearance 
of Virtue, a violent and proftitute Swell of PaiEon, 
a ruftic and overwhelming Modefty, a deep Sad- 
nefs, or too wild and impetuous a Joy, become, al| 
either opprcflive gr difagreeable, 

The laft finifliing and nobleft Part of Beauty is; 
Grace ; which every body is a(:cuftomed to fpeak of 
as a Thing [r] inexplicable ; and, in a great Mea- 

[r] Decorum quoddam arcanum, atque felicitas ; cujos effedtum ii| 
•ftiultis videmus quotidie j caufam vcr6 redere nemo potcft, Erafmu^ 
ia his PLilodoxus, 

fure,- 
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Cure, I believe, it is fo. We know that the Soul is, 
but we fcarce know what it is ; every Judge of 
Beauty can point out Grace ; but no one that I 
know of has ever yet fixt upon a Definition for it, 

Grace often depends on fome very little Incidents 
in a fine Face ; and in Aftions, it confifts more in 
the Manner of d^ing Things, than in the Things 
ihemfelves. It is perpetually varying its Appearan- 
ces, and is therefore miich nnore difficult to be con- 
fidered, than in any thing fixt and fteady. While you 
]<!>ok upon one, it fteals from under the Eye of the 
Obferver; and is fucceeded perhaps by another, 
that flits a>^ay as foon, and as imperceptibly. 

It is on this Account that Grace la better to be 
ftudied in Corregio's, Guido^s^ and Raphaels Pidtures 
than in real Life. Thus, for Inilance, if I wanted 
to difcover what it is that makes Anger graceful, in 
a Sett of Features full of the greateft Sweeti>efs ; I 
fhould rather endeavour to find it out in Guide's St. 
Michael,, than in Mrs. P**fs Face, if that ever 
had any Anger in it ; becaufe, in the pidured An- 
gel, one has full Leifure to confider it i but, in the 
living one, it would be too tranficnt and changeable 
to be the Subjedt of any fteady Obfcrvation. 

Horace thought it fo far horn being explicable, that he does not tren 
venture to give it any Name, in fomc very pretty Lines of his on this 
Subje£l. 

Quo fugit Venus, heu ? qudve Color ? Decens 
Qud mottts ? Quid habet illiuSf iiiius. 
Slita fpirabat amores. 

Quae me furpuerat mihi ?— .-.Lib, Od. 13. }0. 

But 
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But though one cannot punftually fay what 
Grace is, we may point out the Parts and Things 
in which it is moll: apt to appear. 

The chief Dwelling-place of Grace is about the 
Mouth ; though, at Times^ it may vidt every Ximb 
or Part of the Body. But the Mouth is the chief 
Seat of Grace [s'ji as much as the chief Seat for 
the Beauty of the Paflions is in the Eyes. 

In a very graceful Face, by which I do not fo 
much mean a majeftic, as a foft and plea(ing one, 
there is now-and»then (for no Part of Beauty is ei- 
ther fo engaging, or fo uncommon) a certain Delici- 
oufnefs that almoft always lives about the Mouth, in 
fomething not quite enough tQ be called a Smile, but 
rather an Approach toward one } which varies gently 
about the different Lines there, like ^ litde fluttering 
Cupid; and, perhaps, ^metimes difcovers a little 
Dimple, that after juft lightening upon you difap* 
pears, and appears again by Fits. This I take to 
be one of the moft pleafmg Sorts of Grace of any ^ 
but you will underftand what I mean by your own 
Memory, better than by any £xprei]ion« I CQui4 
poffibly ufe to defcribe it. 

The Grace of Attitudes may belong to the Pofi* 
*tion of each Part, as ^Vdl as to the Carriage or Dif- 

[i] Thus when the French uft the Expreflioii ofufif hottthe fort ^a' 
acuje^ they mean it properly of Grace; but w^bfWt they iay, jtUtyeux 
tresgtarieux, it iben f»ils to the §l)9re of the Paffio^s ; aad U means 
kUfid or fdvourdblc 

pofition 
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pofuion of the whole Body ; but how much more it 
belongs to the Head, than to any other Part, may 
be fccn in the Pieces of the moft celebrated Painters j 
and particularly in thofe of Guido ; who has been 
rather too lavifh in beftowing this Beauty on almoft 
fill his fine Women, whereas Nature has given it 
in fo high a Degree but to very few. 

The Turns of the Neck are cxt:remely capable of 
Grace 5 and are very eafy to be obferved, and very 
difficult to be accounted for. 

How much of this Grace may belong totheArmj 
and Feet, as well as to the Neck and Head, may be 
feen in dancing j but it is not only in genteel Mo- 
tions, that a very pretty Woman will be graceful ; 
and Ovid (who was fo great a Mafter in all the Parts 
of Beauty) had very good Reafon for faying [rj. 
That when Venus^ to pleafe her Gallant^ imitated 
the hobbling Gait of her Huftand, her very Lame- 
nefs had a great deal of Prettinefs and Grace In it« 

'^ Every [a] Motion of a graceful Woman (fays 
another Writer^ the fame Age) is full of Grace.'* 

[f] Ntc Venus oraati (neque enxm De^ molUor olU eft) 

Ruftica Gradiye difiicilifve fuit ; 
^h quoties laTciva p^des riiUTe mariti 

Dicitur, & duras arte vd igD« iiua«« \ 
Marte palam^ fimulat Vuicaaum : imitaia ^cebat ; 

(hvid» ^Aru AmfiM^f a. 570* 
[«] lUam, quicqiud agit^ qvofud veftigta verdt, 
Compenit funim iuMequitur^ae decor. 

TtWm, Hb. It. £1. a. 8. 

She 
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She defigns nothing by it perhaps, and may even not 
be fenfible of it herfelf ; and indeed fhe fhould not 
be fo too much ; for the Moment that any Gefture 
or Adlion appears to be afFecSled, it ceafes to be 
graceful. 

Horace [x] and Firgilkem to extend Grace fo far,* 
as to the Flowing of the Hair j and [y"} Ttbullusy 
even to the Drefs of his Miftrefs; but then he affigns 
it more to her Manner of putting on, and appear- 
ing in vtrhatever fhe wears, than to the Drefs itfelf. 
It is true, there • is another wicked Poet, who has 
feid (with much lefs Decency) *' that Drefs is the 
" better [z] Half of the Woman." 

There are Two very diftrnd (and, as it were, op- 
pofite) Sorts of Grace; the Majeftic, and the Fa- 

[;c] Crinc decorum. Horace, lib. i. Od. 32. tz^ 

Intonfofque agitaret A^ollinis aura capillos. Id. Epod, 15. 9. 

Ipfe jngis Cynthi graditnr ; mollique fiuentem 

Fronde premit crinem fingens, atque implicat auro : . 

Tela (bnant humeris. Haud illo fegnior ibat. 

^neas ; tantum egregio dccus enitct ore, yirglL /En, iv. 150, 

And again of the (ame : 
Os humerofc[ue DeO fimilis : namque ipfe decoram 
Cxfariem nato genitrix, lumenque juventae 
Purpureuniy & Ixtos oculis afflarat bonores. JEm U 591* 
ly"] Seu folvit crlnes^ fufis decet efTe capiUis } 

Seu comfit, comtis eft veneranda comis s 
Urit^ feu Tjrria voluit procedere palla ; 

Urxt, feu hivea Candida vefte venit : 
Talis in feterno felix Vertumnus Olympo 

Mille habet ornatus, mille detenter habet, 

TOk//m, Kb. IT. El. 2. 14. 
[g] > ■ Part minimsreft ipfa puclla fui, Ovid* 

miliar ; 
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ihlliar ; I fliould have called the latter by the Nam* 
if Pleafing, had not I been afraid of a Tautology; 
for Grace is Plea'fingnefs itfelf: The former belongs 
ihiefly to the very fine Women ; and the latter, to 
the very pretty ones ; That is more commanding 
and This the more delightful and engaging. The 
Grecian Painters and Sculptors ufed to exprefs the 
former moft ftrongly in the Looks and Attitudes of 
their Minerva's } and the latter, in tho'fe of Fenus, 

Xenophony in his Choice of Hercules (or, at leaft; 
the excellent Tranflator of that Piece), has madt 
juft the fame Diftinftion in the Perfonages of Wif- 
dom and Pleafure ; the former of which he defcribet 
as moving on to that young Hero, with the ma^eftic 
Sort of Grace ; and the latter, with the familiar. 

Graceful^ yet each ^vlth different Grace thiy move\ 
Thisjiriking/acred AwCj that f after 'uoinning Lo-vu 

^ 

The ftrongeft Eitamples of each kind that I ever 
remember to have feen, was Lady S * * *, for the 
majeftic S6rt of Grace ; Lady R * * *, fpr the 
familiar; and Mrs. J?***, for each, at diflFercnt 
Times ; and fometimes for both of them united and 
blended together. 

But not to have you imagine, that I am inclined 
to confine this Part of Beauty only to Perfona of 
Quality and Diftinftion ; J (hall juft add, that We 
meet it, not unfrequently, even on the Stagey ^d 

. [i»] ^huMs, of Htrcuktf fiaut ill. 

Vol. L D j«rticu- 
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particularly, in that Sort of Dances which are 
meant to exprefs Charaders and Paffions ; and in 
which you may eafily recoiled how much Comarg$ 
excelled, for the nobler Sort of Grace j and Fajfan^ 
buy for the more tender and pathetir. 

There is no Poet I have ever fead, who fcems to 
me to underftand this Part of Beauty fo well as our 
own Mihon. He fpeaks of thefe Two Sorts df Grace 
very diftindly ; and gives the Majeftic [b] to his 
Adaniy and both the Familiar and Majeftic to Eve ; 
tut the latter in a lefs Degree than the former : in 

[^1 Two of fa^ nobler Shape, ereft and tall. 
Godlike erc6l, willi 'native Jtlonour clail. 
In naked Majefty, fccm'd Lords df all-; 
And worthy feem^d. For in their Looks divinfc 
The Image of their glorious Maker ihone : 
Truth, V^fdom, Sandtitude fevcre and pure j 
Severe, but in true Hlial Freedom placed ; 
Whence true Authority in Men : Though both 
Not e^ual, as their Sex not equal, feem d. 
For Contemplation he, and Valour, form*d ; 
For Softnefs fhe, and fweet attractive Grace. 

MiltorCs Parsd. L^, B. iv. 19S. 

I . I cfpy'd thee, fair indeed and tall. 
Under a Plantain ; yet methought left fair, 
Lefs winning foft, lefs amiably mild. 
Than that (inouth watry Image. f 

(Eve, of Adam and hcrfclf.) lb, vcr. 4S<>« 

•Her Heav'nly Form 



Angelic, but more foft and feminine ; 
Her grac^ul Innocence ; her evVy Air 

Of Geftt»r«, crlcaftAftion. • B, ix. 461. 

Grace wa«in all her Steps : Heaven in her Eye ; 

Tfi ev'ry Gefture, Dignity and Lore. B. viii. \^(^, 

Speaking, or mute, ill Comeline'fs and Grace 

Attends thccj and each Word, cifch Mcrtion, -forms. U, 213, 

* doing 
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^omg which he might either be led by his own ex- 
cellent Judgment, or poflibly might have an Eye to 
what is faid by [c] Cicero, in fpcaking on this Siib* 
jea. 

Though Grace is fo difficult to be accounted for 
in general ; yet I have obferv'd Two particular 
Things, which (I think) hold univerfally in relation 
to it. 

The F^irft is : " That thfere is no Grace, without 
^' Motion j" by which 1 mean, without fome gen- 
teel or ple^fing Motion, either of the whole Body, or 
of fome Limb, or, at leaft, of fome Feature. And 
it may be hence, that Lord Bacon (and, perhaps, 
Horace [d]) call Grace, by the Name of decent 
Motion 'y juft as if they were equivalent Terms. 

Virgil in one Place points oiit the Majefty bfyunoj 
ind in another the graceful Air of Jpollo [^], by only 

It is obfenrable; that in each of the Three laft PaflTages, Ati/tck fcem* 
tp have had thofe lines of Tibullui '\n his Thoughts : 

niam, quicquid agit^ quoquo veftigia vertit^ 
Componit furtem fubfequiturque decor. 
• [r] Venuftatem^ myliebre/n ducere debemas ; dignitatem^ viHleiti. 
Qcero de OficA\h,\, lyn, ^ 

[d] In Beanty, that of Favour is more than that of Colour ; and 
that of gracious and decent Motion^ more than that of Favour* Lord 
SacotCi Works, vol. iii. p. 362. . . 

^ Quo fugit V«nus, hcu ! quove color? Decent ^ 

Quo mofus? (For fo, I think, this PalTage fiiould te read; 

/becanfc the Epithet of graceful, cannot belong to Color) • * -* 

Ilorace^Whtiv. Od. iciii. iS. 

[f] Aft ego, qua?'divum7«r<?^<7 regina i5?/»; 5. 46. 

Ipfe jugis Cynthi|;rri»'iV«r. . ^n, iv. 147. 

Da ftying 
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faying, that they move ; and pofEbly he means: n<r 
more, when he makes the Motion of Venus [f\ 
the principal Thing, by ^hich^neas difcovcrs her 
under all her Difguife ; though the Commentators, 
as ufual, would fain find out a more dark and myf- 
terious Meaning for it« 

All the beft Statues are reprefented as in fome 
Aftion or Motion; and the moft graceful Statue 
in the World (the Apollo Belvedere) is fo much io^ 
that wheh one faces It at a little Diftance, one is 
almoft apt to imagine, that he is aSually going to 
move on toward you. 

All graceful Heads, even in the Portraits of the 
heft Painters, are in Motion ; and very ftrongly in 
thofe of Guidoin particular ;• which, as you. may re- 
member, are all either calling their Looks up toward 
Heaven, or down toward the Ground, or iide-way, 
as regarding fome ObjeS. A Head that is quite un- 
a£livje, and flung flat upon- the Canvas (like the 
Paces on Medals after the Fall of the Roman Em- 
pire, or the Gcthic Heads before the Revival of the 
Arts) will' be fo far from having any Grace, that it 
will not even have any Life in it. 

The Second Obfervaticn is : " That there can be 
** no Grace^with Impropriety ;" or, in other Words; 

£/] Dixit 5 & avertens rofea cervice refulfit j 
Ambrofiaeque cotoas divinum vertice odorcm' 
Spiraverei pedes yeftis deflaxitad^imos; 
£ t vera ihcdTu patuit Deat Hie ubi matreni 
Agoovir, -*ff« •— «» Mn, i. 406. 

diat 
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Aat tiothing caji be graceful, that is not adapted to 
the Charadtcrs of the Perfon, 

The Graces of a little lively Beauty would be- 
icome ungraceful in' a Charafter of Majefty ; as the 
^ajeftic Airs of an Emprefs would quite deftroy the 
Prettinefs of the former. The Vivacity that adds. ^ 
Grace to Beauty in Youth, would give an additional 
Deformity to old Age; and the very fame Airs, 
which would be charming on fome Occafions, may 
be quite fhocking when cxtyeniely joiif-tim^d^ or 
.extremely mif-placed. 

The iftfeparable Union of Propriety and Grace 
feems tp have been the general Senfe of Mankind; 
as we may guefs from the [g] Languages of feveral 
Nations j in which fome Words that anfwer to our 
Proper or Becoming, arc ufed indifFerently for 
Beautiful or Graceful. 

And yet I cannot think (as fome feem inclined t(^ 
jdo) that Grace confifts entirely in Propriety j be- 
caufc Propriety is a Thing eafy enough to be under- 
ftood, and Grace (after allAve can fay about it) very 
difficult. Propriety therefore and Grace are no more 
.one and the fame Thing, than Grace and Motion 
are : 'Tis true, it cannot fubfift without either ; but 
then there feems to be fomething elfc, what I cannot 
explain, and what I do not know that ever any body 
has explained, that goes to the Compofition ; and 

[g-] Thus, among the Creeks, the Words Untrof and K^\o*, rfn4 
among the Romans, Pulcbrum and Decens, or Decorufn, are u fed inj 
^iiTerenUy i<*t one another. 

D 3 which 



38 A DIALOGUp 

which poffibly may give its greateft Force and PIea-» 
fmgncfs. 

Whatever are the Caufes of it, this is certain, 
that Grace is the chief of all the conftituent Parts 
of Beauty ; and fo much fo, that it feems to be the 
only one which is abfolutely and univerfally ad- 
niired : All the reft are only relative. One likes a 
brunette Beauty better than a fair one ; I may love 
a little Woman, and you a large one, beft ; a Per- 
fbn of a mild Temper will be fond of the gentler 
Paflions in the Face, and one of a bolder Caft 
may choofe to have more Vivacity and more vigor- 
ous Paffions expreffed there ; But Grace is found in 
few, and is pleafmg to all. 

Grace, like Poetry, muft be borfi with a Eerfon ; 
2|id is never, wholly, to be acquired by Art, 

The moft celebrated of all the ancient Painters, 
was Jpelles ; and the moft celebrated of all the Mo- 
dern, -R^?^ A j^/; And it is remarkable, that the dlftin- 
guifliing Charafter of each of them vvas Grace. In- 
4Q^d, that alone could have given them fo high a 
Bre-eminpnce over all their other Competitors, 

Grace Jias nothing to do with the loweft Part of 
Beauty, or Color ; very little with Shape, and very 
njuch with the Pa"flions ; for it is fhe who gives their 
l^igheft Zeft, aqd the mod delicious Part of their 
Pleafingnefs to the Exprc-Iions of each of them. 

All 
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All the other Parts of Beauty are pleafing in fomlB 
Degree, but Grace is Pleaiingnefs itfelf ; and the old 
Romans in genera] feem to have, had this Notion of 
it; as may be inferred from the original Import 
[A] of the Names which they ufed for this Part of 
Beauty. 

The Gr^eisy as well as the Roi^ansy m\m ha^^ 
been of this^ Opinion j when, in fettling their My- 
thology, they made the Graces the ^onftant Atteur 
dapts of FenuSf or the Caufe of Loye ; and, in Faft, 
there ijs nothing caufes Love fo generally, and fo ir- 
refiftibly, as Grace. 'Tis like the Cejus of the 
fame Goddefs, which was fuppofed to comprehend [/] 

[/&] Gratia, from gratus, or pleafing ; and decor, from deems, or 
becoming. 

noiJciXoi* lydsi Si oi ^$KkI>i^ «reci?et tiluiOc, 
E»3'* tvf /uiv *i\o7i»f, n 5* I/utpor, tf ^ Oaftrvf 

Tn wv TO(/7ov IfAAyJa, Tt« 3' f}»xet76io koXvm, 
noiKiXor^ fli iM mxHoL T<Ti;Kp^«7fltt* o«;& ri ^Mfll 

3ylffSi0>0ttf« d* tmi}* 19 *yK»1^1o xoW«> ' Horn, IL (• 21^, 

She faid ; with Aw« divine, the Qjieen of Xtove 
Obeyed the Sifter and the Wife, of Jove 4 
And from her fragrant Breaft the Zone unbi:ac^d^ 
With various Skill and high £mbr(Mdery grac'd. 
In this was ev*ry Art, and ev*ry Charm, 
To win. the wijCeft, and the coldeft w^rro t 
JFond Lipye, the gentle Vow, the gay Dcfire, 
The kUd Deceit, the ftiU reTiving Fir«. 

D 4 every 
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every thing that was winning and engaging in i|: » 
a2id. befide ally to oblige the Heart to L^ve^ by x 
focret and inexplicable Force> like that of Tome ma - 
\fj}c Ghann. 

As C&iTO paufed here, both Milesiu^ and 
TTimanthes thanked him for his Account of a 
Thing, which they had never heard fo far accounted 
TOF before ;' and the latter added, that in his Divi- 
-fioh of the Parts which conftitute Beauty, he, at 
■firft, thought him guilty of an Omiffion, in not ad- 
xling a Fifth,- that of Motion. Crito faid, that 

' Perfttftfive Speech, ajid more perfuafive Sighs, 
Silence tlistipoke>. and Efoquente of Eyes.. 
This on her Hand the Cyprian Goddcfs lajd ; 
Take this, and with it all thy Wifh, flie {aid : 
With Smiles ihe took the Charm ^ and fmiling preft 
"the powerful Cejfus to her fnowy breaft. Pope, iL xxv, 256, 

X*a Mottet Imitation of the fame PaiTage (s extremely goo(| 
too \ though he adds a French Flourifh at the End of it. 
Ce tiflu, le £mbole & la caufe a la fois 
Du- poQTCHr 'de 1* amour, du charrae de fes loix. 
EUe enflamme Ics ycux, de cet ardeur qui touche ; 
D'un fourirfetnchanteur, "elle anime la bouche : 
Paflibnne la Voix, en adoucit Ics fons : 
Prete ccs tours h'cureux, plus forts que les raifont s 
Infpire, pour toucher, ces tendres ftratagfmes ; 
Ces refus attirans, V ecueil des fages memes : 
Zt la nature enfin y vodlut renfernier *• * 

Tout ce qui perfuadr, & ce qui fait aimer. 

En pxenant ce tiffu, que Venus lui pr«rente, 
Junon n* etoit que belle, elle devtent charmante. 
Les graces, & les ris, les plaifirs, & le>. jcux, 
Surpris cjierchent Venus' ; doatcnt qui Teft des deox x^ 
I,' Amour mcmctrompe, frouve Junon plus belle \ 
£t;^ Ton arc a l»main, deja vole apres elle. 

' * ' he 
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Jic had not forgot that, but thought it was compre- 
hended under the other Heads. For all genteel Mo- 
tion (fays he) as I have been fo lately mentioning^ 
falls under the Article of Grace ; whence Horace calls 
it by it's true Name of graceful Motion ^ and com- ■ 
mon Motions are only fo many Variations of the 
Attitude, or Pofition of the particular Parts' of the 
Body, and Features of the Face : The more figoi- 
ficant of which, belong to the Article of the Paffions ; 
and the lefs fignificant, may be comprehended under 
that of mere Form or Figure, And now I mention 
Horace^ added he, it is obfervable enough, that he, 
and the other Roman Authors, have diftindl Names 
for each of my Four C9nftituent Parts of Beauty, 
which the Commentators and Diftionary- writers 
have been fometimes too apt/to miftakc for Names 
of Beauty in general. Thus for the Firft they ufe 
the Word Color ; for the Second, Forma ; for the 
Third, they feem to have had feveral diftin(Sl Names, 
according to the different Sorts of Paflions v/hofe 
Delightfulnefs they fpoke of; for the Fourth, they 
ufed Gratia and Decor^ when they fpoke of it in 
general ; and Venuftas or DlgnltaSy when they had 
a mind to be more particular. Their Word Nltor 
too [>f], and fome others of a like Import, which 
feem fometimes to be ufed in general for Beauty, 

\y\ — — . Lxparxi nitor Hebri. Horat. LIB. ili. Od. xii. 6» 

Urlt me Glyccrse nitor 
Splendentis Parlo xnarmare purius. 

A/. Lib. i. Od. xiz. 6. 
The Epithets marmoreusy ehumeuiy and candldus, are all applied ity 
^'cauties by the Roman Poets ; fomctiniM as to their Shap«, and iovat" 
limes as to the Shiningnefs here fpokeo of* 

belong 
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lelbttg more properly to that fuperficial Sort if 
Beauty, which I mentioned in part under the Firft 
Head, in fpeaking of the filky Appearance of the 
Skin-, and the Luminoufnefs in fomcEyes. But to 
tafit of Things rather than Words ; I ihouU be 
wiJh'ng to add fome general Obfervations that I have 
made, at Times, in thinking on this Subjeft. 

, It has been obferved by fome Writers^ that there 
is naturally a great deal of Propriety in Pleafure ; 
•r,. in other Words, that Pleafure is annexed by 
Nature to fuch Things as are proper for our Prefer- 
Tatioa, and Pain to fuch as would be deftruftive to 
tts. Thus Pleafure, for Example, is annexed to 
Food and Exerci fc j and Rain, to fiich Degrees of 
Abfti nence and IndcJence as would be hurtful. The 
feme may be obferved in the different Sort of PleJt- 
lures, adapted to each Stage of human Life. Thus 
in Infancy, when Growth is as neceflary as Sup- 
port, we have more frequent Returns of Appetite, 
and more Pleafure in Feeding ; and as frequent 
Feeding requires the more Exerci fe, the chief Plea- 
fure of that Age confifts in the Love of Motion, 
and in a Series of little fportive Exercife, The 
feme is carried on in other Pleafures, equally adapt- 
ed to the middle and ktter Stages of Life ; fo far, 
that wherever Nature has afl^xed a Pleafure, {he 
feems to lead and condudl us toward fome Duty or 
other ; cither for the PrefervaticMi of the Individual^ 
or the^Continuance of the Species. 

'J'hcre is a great deal of the fame Propriety to be 
obfervcJ, in the Difpenfation.of Beauty and Defor- 
mity. 
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tnity. The good Palfions are all pleafing ; and the 
bad, difagreeable. Virtue is naturally the moft 
beautiful and lovely Thing" in the World 5 and 
Vice the moft odious and deformed. 

There is alfo a Propriety in the Timing of Beau- 
ty. Thus, for Inftance, a Peach or a Pine*apple 
are in their higheft Beauty, juft at the Time that 
they fhould be eat. They want a Ripenefs of Co- 
*lors, as well as of Tafte, till they come to that 
State ; and gradually decay in Beauty, as they go 
farther and farther from it. 

It might found odd to you, if I fhould fay, that 
a Woman is like a Pine-apple ; yet the Similitude 
would hold much farther, and in more Particulars^ 
than any one would at firftr imagine. She has Ijer 
Seafon of growing to her greateft State of Beauty^ 
of Continuance in it, and of a Decay from it, as 
well as that ; and the higheft Seafon of their Beau* 
•ty is juft as properly timed in one Cafe, as in the 
other.. 

As to Quantity of Beauty, in particular Per- 
fons I have fometimes had a Thought, which may 
fcrve (at leaft) to divert you. Youknow that Monf. 
A PiUs^ in his Lives of the Painters, has laid down 
a Scale by which one may judge of their comparative 
Excellence. Now I fliould think, that a Scale might 
be fettled in the fame Manner, by which oiie might 
judges tolerably well of the proportional Excellence in 
any of our moft celebrated Beauties. In this Scale 
I would fet the higheft Excellence in Color, at Ten; 

in 
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Hi Shape, at Twenty •; inExpre^on, at Thirty; 
snd in G^ace, atFojTtyw So thatthe^reaCeft £x- 
. cellenice of Beauty, at ^he higheft Reckoning in each 
Part of it^ would amoQiit in all to Qne Hundred. 

ThtJ« is {>robabIy no Jnftance. of. the higheft Ex-: 
xeUence in all thefe Particulars, in any one Ferfoni. 
The]^ whb run very high in fortie Articles, are of- 
-tea as deficient in Q(;her^. If I was to ftate the Ac- 
count) as to fome particular Ladies, who have been 
generally allowed to be very great Beauties, IBaould 
aflign to Lady L. S * * *, ^^g^^ fcr Color, Four 
for Shaps, Twenty-five for Expreflion, and Ten for 
# Grace j in all, Foity-feven ; not quite half-way in 
^ifie complete Sum of Excellence : ^- To Mra* 
ijf.***. Eight for Color, Seventeen * for Shape, 
Fifteen for Expreffion, and Twenty for Grace ; in 
all* Sixty Degrees of Excellence : — And to Mrs. 
iB * **, Eight f6r Color, Ten for Slwpe, Twenty- 
five for Exprefiion, and Thirty for Grace; in all. 
Seventy-three. And that h the higheft Sum, that I 
could in Confcience allow to any Woman that I 
fcave ever yet fecn. 

Extreme Deformity ihould be rated, under each 
Article, at the fame Numbers as the higheft Excel- 
lence ; and, in mixt Beauties, Deductions Ihould he 
made for them. In the fame Manner as the Additi- 
t>ns are for the former. Thus for Example, Mrs. 
Af ** *, for Color Six, Shape Fifteen ; Exprefiion 
Twenty, to be deduced ; Grace Five ; which will 
xrduce her other Degrees of Excellence only to Six. 

' Others 
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Others would have no Share at all, in our prdent 
Subjeft \ as falling, under each Article,' to the Ba- 
lance of Deforijiity. Thus Mrs. p * * *^ bad 
Color Six, Shape <//V/5 Four, Expreffion of bad Paf- 
fions Twenty-five, Ungracefulnefe Ten ; which to^ 
gether ixiake Forty-five, all on the wrong Side oC 
the (^eftion. 

I do not pretend for all this, to have made xnjr 
Calculations ^xaftly ; but rather to point out to you, 
what might be done by fuch as arc more exaifl 
Judges of Beauty than 1 can pretend to be. The 
beft may be liable to fome little falfe Byas or other ;^ 
but if their Calculations did not anfwer in every 
Point precifely to the Truth, ^ they might at leaflt 
Come very near it. 

Thefc exaft Judges indeed may not b» fo Fre^ 
^Uently to be met with ; fot Judgment, as well ai 
* Beauty, is dealt out in very unequal Proportions to 
Matokind ; and a very great Exceilence in either^ 
falls to the Lot of but a few. However, .good 
Judgment is the mOre common of the Two ; and, 
I believe. People in general are more capable o£ 
judging right of Beauty (at leaft, in fome Parts of 
it) than they are of moft other Things. 

Yet thei^ie are a great many Caufes, apt to mittead 
the Generality in their Judgments of Beauty; and 
I fhall beg Leave to enumerate fome of them. , 

If 
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If the AJFeftion is entirely engaged' by any one 
Objeft, a Man is apt to allow all PerFeftibijs'tla 
that Perfon ; and very little, in Comparifon, to vihy 
iody elfe ; or, if they ever commend others highly," 
it is for fome Circumftance in which they bear 
feme Refemblance to their favourite Objeft. 

People are very often miflcd in their Judgments, 
by a Similitude either of their own Temper, or Per- 
fonage, in others. It is hence, that a Perfon of a' 
mild Temper is more apt to be pleafcd with the gent- 
ler Paflions in the Face of his Miftrefs ;• and one of 
a very lively Turn would choofe more of Spirit and 
Vivacity in his ; that little People are inclined to 
prefer pretty Women, and larger People majeftic 
ones ; and fo on, in a great Variety of Inftances. 
This may be called falling in Love with ourfelves, 
at Second-hand; and Self-love (whatever other 
Love may be) is fometimes fo falfe-fighted, that it 
may make the moft plain, . and even the moftdif*- 
agreeable Things feem beautiful and pleafing^, 

r I remember, at the Tryal of the Scotch Lords a 
few Years ago in fpyiminfier^kallj a Pair of apifh 
Lovers, that fat by each other; and gave no ftnaU 
Diverfioil to a good Part of that large Company^ 
before the Lords made their Appearance. They 
were perpetually turning their Heads toward each 
other, a good deal in the fame Manner, and at the 
fame Time ; fmiled together, grinned- together, and 
laughed out together. All their Adlions were plcaf- 

ing' 
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wig to tach other, though fo very difpleafing a© 

every body elfe. ^ 

« 

SoitieUmes an Idea of Ufefulnefs may give a Torii 
to our Ideas of Beauty ; as the very fame Things 
are reckoned Beauties in a Coach-horfe, whick 
would be fomany Blemifhes in a Race-horfe. 

I have often thought fome Ladies a little too trn- 
guarded, as to this Particular, They feem to have 
the Pclypbemus [/J Idea of Beauty ; -and talk as if 
it was a Maxim abfolutely eftablifiied in their 
Breafts, that nothing can be beautiful, uniefs ithas 
fome Approach to the Gigantic. *' Such a Man 
' ' fays Mrs. D**^^ *'' is realiy a pretty f elJow^ 

[/] WhtnU/jiffis, after having pa; out that Cyclo^is Eyc^teiisiua 
•liis real Name And Charaftcr;^ the Monilcr makes ihc folio vving £«-. 
■<iamation 5 ' ^ 

fl VOT0(^ It fX9\9. '^Yi fAi WiXaiv^oTat ^iV^ViV iKtMkm 

Of fjtet %^ti rtt^* «"5tv7flt r*hAvl*>rtTTjfii ottioxw ^ 

AKK* «lli T<r« pccJ*. /I«ly,:xr t^ xafKoi' t'5ty./u>iy ' 

^0^9«\^&u a\xua-iy, OT, 1. 516. 

Oh Hcav'ns ! Oh Faith of ancient Prophecies ! 

This Ttlemus £urymiJes foretold : 

Long fincehe mcnacM, fuch^vas'Heav'ns Comnaadj 
And natn*d Ufyjfes as the dcftin'd Hand. 
I ^eem*d fome godlike Giant to behold : 
Or lofty Hero, haughty, hravc, and bold : 

ICot this weak pygmy Wretch. 

Po^'iT/ :r»pj/, X. Ix. ver. 60-5. 

** though 



48 A DIALOGUE 

** though fo little," without confidering, that he 
could not be fo pretty, if he was larger. And then 
Js {he for ever crying up her chief Favourite, Mr. 
£****, with that very bad Face, and thofe very 
bad Paffions which generally appear in it, only be- 
caufe his Shoulders fpread a good deal wider, than 
they ought to do. 

But the greateftand moft general MifleaJer of our 
Judgments, in relation to Beauty, is Cuftom, or 
the different national Taftes for Beaut}', which 
turn chiefly on the Two lower Parts of it. Color 
and Forfp. 

\ It was from the moft common Shape of his Coun- 
trywomen that Rubens, in his Figures, delights fo 
tnuch in Plumpnefe ; not to give it a vxprk Name^ 
Whenever he v/as to repfefent the moft beautiful 
Women, he is fure to give them a good Share of 
Corpulence. It feems as if nobody could be a 
Beauty with him, under Two Hundred Weight. 
Hfs very Graces are all fat. 

But this may go much farther than mere Bulk ; it 
•will reaph even to very great Deformities j which 
Sometimes grov^^ into Beauties, where they are ha- 
bitual and general. One of our own Countrymen 
(who was a particularly handfome Man) in his tra-» 
veiling over the JlpSy was detained by a Fever in 
one of thofe Villages, where every grown Perfon 
bas that Sort of Swellings in the Neckr, which they 
call GoUrs -, and of which I have feen fome, -very 
aiear as big as their Heads, the firft Sunday that he 

was 
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Was able, he went to their Church (for he was a 
Roman Catholic) to return Thanks to Heaven for 
his Recovery. A Man of fo good a Figure,, and fo 
ivell dreft, had probably never before been within 
the W^lls of that Chapel. Every body's Eyes were 
fixed upon him ; and as they went out, they cried 
but, loud enough for him to hear them j ** O how 
^' completely handfome would that Man be, if he 
*« had feut a Gottr P' 

In (bme of the moft military Nations of Africa^ 
ho Man is reckoned handfome that has not Five or 
Six Scars in his Face; ThiiJ Cuftom might, poffibly^ 
at firft, be introduced among them td make them 
lefs afraid of Wounds in that Part, in Battle ; but, 
however that was, it grew at laft to have fo great a 
Share in their Idea of Beauty, that they now cut 
and flafli the Faces of their poor little Infants, in 
order tb give them thofe Graces when they are 
grown upj whieh are fo neceffary to win the Hearts 
of their Miftreffes; and which, with the Affiftance 
of fome Jewels, or Ingots of Gold, in their Nofei, 
tars, and Lips, muft certainly be irrefiftible to the 
' Ladies of that Country, 

The Covering each Cheek all over with a burn- 
ing Sort of Red Colbr, has long been looked upon 
in a neighbdurihg Country to bfe as neceffary to reh- 
der a Fine Lady's Face completely beautiful, as 
thefe Scars aire for the Beau^ in Africa. 

'Tis really furprifing, that there fhould be fa wide 

a Difference in the Taftes of Two Countries, as 

Vol. I. E there 
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^ere h in this Particular betmneen the French tnivat^ 
when the bordering People of each live nearer toge- 
th^r^ than the Inhabitants do ih*tbe Extremes dfon^ 
of omr own moderate Counties ; as, for Inftaiice^ 
in this good Golinty df Stirrejf^ ill par ticulan 

The fkfl: Time I faw the Ladies all ranged in the , 
Front of the Boxes, at the Opera at Paris j the^ 
itemed to me to look like a long Bed of hig^-coloc- 
ed full-blown Pionies in a Garden. 

• 

The Two prcttieff Women I have ever feen, * ar^ 
the Ducbefs of 5 ♦ ♦ ♦, in France^ and Mrs* 
^ ♦ ♦ ♦, in England'^ and the very Reafon why I 
fh6uld give the Preference to th« latter of the Two 
k, that the former is obliged, by the Fafluon of 
the Country where flie lives^ to heighten the Color , 
ef the Rofes wbidi Nature has fcattered over her 
Cheeks, into one great Mafs of Vermilion. 

Were a Fremhmans on his firft Coming over hi-^ 
ther, to fee a Sett of our gxeateft Beauties all in a. 
Row, he might, probably, think them like a Bed 
eJF Lilies; or', atleaft, like aBofdcroflight^color-* 
cd Pinks. 

In fa<a, when the Count de Vrammont was* in 
England in King Charles the Second's Time, when 
the Court was fo gay, aiid fo particularly well fur- 
niftied with Beauties ; he faid, " That the Engtijh 
^^ Ladles were particularly handfbme ; but that it 
. ^ was a great Pity that they were all fo pale," ' 

The 
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iThe natural Complexion of the Italian Ladies is 
trf" a higher Glow than ours ufually are ; and yet 
Mr. Aidifm i^ very juft, in making a Numidien call 
khe Ladies of the fame Country, ^^ [m] pde, unri«- 
** pened Beauties/^ 

Ther l^rince oi AnHmahob^ wfad faaJ iieen fo long^ 
lind laterly fbiauch ufed to the j^ttr^^f^i^Complexion^ 
^et faid) a little before he left London ; ^^ That 
♦^ Mifs C* ♦* would be the moft charming Wo- 
*• man in the Worlds ifihe was but a Negro.'* 

I remember to have r^ad, in an Account of fome 
of the fartheft Travels that any of our People have 
Inade up the River Gambia ; that when they came 
to fome Villages, where, probably, no Europeans 
had ever been before, the Women ran frightened 
and fcreaming from them ; oh taking them to be 
Devils, merely on Account of the Whitenefs of 
their Complexion* 

I cannot help obferViiig td yoU^ that Heaven Is 
very good and merciful to Mankind, even in making 
iis capable of all this Variety of Miftakes. If every 
I'erfon judged exa<Slly right of Beauty^ every Matt 

£m] The gl<»wing Dames oiZama't royal Coatt 
Have Faces fluiht ^ath more exalted Charmi s 
The Sun^ that rolls his Chariot o*er their Heads, 
Works up more Fire and Color in their Cheeks i 
Were you with thefe, my Prince, you'd foon forget 
The pale^ nnripen'd Beauties of the North ! 

^;r^tfx, to Juka } mCmo, A^ u Scene 4;, 

E 2 that 
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that was in Love in fuch a Diftrid, would be irt 
Love with the fame Woman. Only confidei* of 
what fetal Confequence that muft be, in any City or 
Town that you are beft acquainted with. The ac- 
knowledged Fair one, in the fame Manner, could 
choofe out but one happy Man for her Favourite, in 
all her Town of Lovers ; and all the reft muft be 
» left fn a State of Defpair. This (as bad as it would 
be) is only the beft Side of the Cafe, and fuppoling 
every thing to be carried on with a Patience and 
Tranquillity, which would then be almoft impoilible ; 
for, in Truth, if the AfFeSions of all centred on the 
fame Obje6l, nothing but perpetual Quarrels and ' 
Mifchicfs would be to be apprehended. The fupe- 
rior Beauty of each Hamlet would be the Objeft of 
. the Hate and Malice of all the reft of her own Sex in 
^ it ; and the Caufeof Diffenfidn and Murders among 
all of the other. If this would hold in one Town, 
it would hold, for the fame Reafons, in every other 
Town or Diftrift ; and of Courfe there would be 
nothing more wanting than this univeffat right 
Judgment of Beauty, to render the whole World 
one continued Scene of Blood and Mifery. 

But now that Fancy has, perhaps, more to do with' 
Beauty than Judgment, there is aft Infinity of Taftes, 
and confequently an Infinity of Beauty ; for, to the 
Mind of the Lover, fuppofed Beauty is full as gdorf 
as real. Every body may now choofe put what hap- 
pens to hit his own Turn and Caft. The honeft 
Ruftic can think himfelf happy in his Woman of ar 
gyoJ ftrong Make, and Sun-burnt frowfy Com- 
plexion ^ 
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plexion ; the fine Gentleman may be Weft in his 
Coquette ; the common Soldier can delight himfelf 
with his Gin-drinking Trull ; and the Captain with 
his inilitary Miftfefs« 

This increafes the Extent of Beauty vaftly, arid 
tnarkes it? in a Mianner univerfal ; for there are but 
feW People, in comparifon, that are truly beautiful } 
but every body may be beautiful in the Imagination 
'of fome one or other. As I have faid before, fome 
may delight themfelves in a black Skin, and others 
in 'a white; fome in a gentle natural Roiinefs of 
Complexion, others in a high, exalted, artificial 
Red ; fome Nations, in Waifts difproportionably 
large ; and another, in Waifts as difproportionably . 
fmalK In fhort, the moftoppofite Things imagina- 
ble may each be looked upon as beautiful, in whole 
different Countries j or by different People, in the 
fame Country. 

I (hould be apt to make a DiftincSion here again, 
Bs to the Two former Parts of Beauty, and the 
Two latter. Fancy has much more to do in the 
Articles of Form and Color, than in thofeof the 
PafEons and Grace. The good Paflions, as they are 
vifible on the Face, are apparent Goodnefs, and that 
muft be generally amiable ; and true Grace, where- 
ever it appears to any Degree, I ftiould think, muft 
be pleafmg to every human Creature ; or, perhaps, 
thi« may never appear in the Women of any Na- 
tion, where the Men are grown (q favage and brutal^ 
d3 to have loft ajl Tafte for it. 

E3 Yet, 
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Yet, eYC|i a$ to Grace itfelf, under the Notioo 
.of Pleafingnefs (as I W2|s juft nqw calling it), it may 
become almoft univerfal i an4 be as fub^eA to tbe 
Dominion of Fancy, as any of ^he lefs fignificant 
:F^ts of Beauty. A Parent caii fee Genf^lnefs^ in 
the moft aukward Child, perhaps, that ever wan 
born ; and a Perfon who is trqly in Loye, wilUia 
pleafed with every Motion and Airof thePerfoi^ be^ 
loved ; which is the moft diftinguiihing Chara£l^ 
that belongs to Grace, 'Tis true, this is all a mif-* 
taken Grace ; . but, as to that particular fcriba, i( 

hsL9 all the £ffe£ls of the true, 

... • .... ... . , 

Since I have fpoken of this Extent and Unrvcrfalftt 
ty of fuppofed Beauty, \t would b^ very ungrateful 
jpot to fay fomething of the real Beauty of the other 
Works of Nature j which feem to reach every* 
where, as far as we are acquainted with them ; and 
%o meet us, which^ever Way we turn our Eyes^ 

If we look Upo;i the Earth, we fee it laid out ia 
.a Thoufand beautiful Inequalities, and a pleafing Va^ 
. riety of Plains, Hills, and Mountains ; generally, 
cloathed by Nature in a living Green, the Color that 
i^ the mioft delightful ar\d the moft rej^&ifiig to' this 
Eye ; diverfified with an Infinity of different Lightt: 
•and Shades : adorned with yaiious Sorts of Treea^ 
Fruits, and Flowers ; interfperfed often with wind- 
ing Rivers, or limpid Streams, or fpreading L^kes ; 
'W te^rminating,^ perhaps,- on a. View of the Sea, 

wbich[ 
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A?^htcli is for ever changing its Form, and in every 

form i$ plpafing, 

* 

If we look up to the Heavens, how charnoing are 
the Riilng of the Sun, the gentle Azure of the no- 
h\c ArcheBjFP^ndeci oyer our Heads, the v^ious Ap- 
j^earafice and Colors of the Clouds, the fleeting 
^Shower, ajid the painted Bowl EvenintHe Al^fence 
of its great Enlivener, the Sufi, we fee it all ftudded 
with living Lights, «r gilded by the more folema 
Beauties of the Moon ; moft pleafing in her infant 
£hape, and moft miyeftic, when in her full Orb. 
I Jcnow notrhow it may be with others, but tp me 
the very Lightnings are pleafing, when ftruggling 
;amidft the fhaded Clouds : and thofe Fires that dart 
.and waver ujpwards, Sometimes in various Colors, 
and fome times with Streams of geatle Light, not 
junlike the Break of Day, on the iirft Appearance of 
5the Morning, from wbence they have their Name, 

If we turn toward Jthe different Sorts of Animals,; 
-k is obfervable enough among them, that the Beauty 
which is defigned chiefly to pleafe one another in their 
own Species, is fo contrived as to diffufe Pleafure to 
jdiofe of other Species, or at leaft to Man, How 
beautiful, even to us, are the Colors that adorn the 
Necks of the Pigeon a.nd Pheafant ; the Train of 
ithe Mackaw and Peacock ; and the whole Drefs of 
feveral Sorts of Birds, more particularly in the Eaft- 
«rn Pa rts of the World ? How neat and pleafing is 
ihp M ake of the Deer, the Greyhound, and feveral 
iSorts of Horfes ? How beautiful as the JExpreiEon of 

. ' E 4 the 
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the Pailions, in a faithful Dog ; And they are not 
even without fomc Degrees of Grace ; as may be 
feen, in particular, in the natural Motions of a Chi- 
nefe Pheafant ; or the acquired ones, of a managed 
Horfe . And I the rather tako Part of the Beauty of 
all thefe Creatures to be meant, by the Bounty of 
Nature for us; becaufe moft of the different Sorts 
of Sea Fifli (which live chiefly out of our Sight) 
are of Colors and Forms more hideous^ or (at beftj 
lefs agreeable to us. 

And as the Beauty of one Species of Animals may 
be fo defigned and adapted, as to give Pleafure to 
many others; fo the Beau»:y <?f different Worlds may 
not be confined to each, but be carried on from one 
World to another, and from one Syftem of Worlds 
tp another ; and may end in Q.ne great univerfal 
Beauty, pf all created Matter taken in one View. 
How far this may hold, we ar<*, as yet, incapable 
even of forming any Guefs ; Hut f jme late Difcovc- 
ries have fliev/n, that there is a fuprifing Symmetry 
and Proportion in the Sizes and Difpofition of the 
feveral Worlds ir^ our own Syftem ; from whence 
pne would be apt to imagine, that tlie fame Beauty 
of Proportion is kept up between the Worlds of 
other Syftems ; and poffibly^ even between one Syf- 
tem and another : A J leaft, all that we know of thefe 
Worlds, are exaftly proportioned ; 'and all that we 
lee of them is beautiful. Thus all fuch of them as 
come within oui; View, make what we call a fine 
ftarry Heaven ; and as they compo(| that beautiful 
pbjcd to us, fo does our Syftem make a Part in fe-" 

versij 
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veral of their Profpecis ; and may be, in the greal 
jCompofitron of the Univerfe, a little fmglt Stud ia 
a noble Piece of mofaic Worjc, j ' 

r 

And yet all the Profufion of Beauty I have beeni 
fpeaking of, and even that of the whole Univerfe 
jak^n together, is but of a weaker Nature in Com- 
pa'^i'bn of the Beauty of Virtue. It was extremely 
well faid by Wato^ That if Virtue was to appear in 
a vifible Snape, all Men would be enamoured of 
her : And it feems as if the Grteks and Romans in 
general had had this Idea of her Beauty, becaufe 
the Goddefs of Virtue, and the Goddefsof Wifdoai 
(which was often taken for one and the fame Thing 
^mong them, as well as in our Sacred Writings) 
were always reprefentcd with the grLateft and moft 
commanding Beauty. The fanne appears yet ftrong- 
^r fron thsir ufiftg th^ WjrJs Good [«] aiid B^aa- 
^iful indifferently for each other ; as if all BeautjjE 
was contained in Good nefs. 

Indeed the Beauty of Virtue or Qoodnefs ex- 
ceeds all other Beauty, as much as the Soul does 
the Body. 

The higheft Objeft of Beauty that we can fee is 
the Qoodnefs of God, as difplayed in the Works of 
the Creation. In him all Goorlnefs and Beauty 
dwells ; and whatever there is of moral Beauty \x\ 
|he whole Univerfe befide, is only as fo many Emar 

[fl K:cXo)^ n^iBx*, Pulthrum, Honcilum. 

■ < - 

patioi^^ 
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lutions from the divine Author of all that isG^od 
and Beautiful. 

We fometimes fee a few feeble Rays of this 
Beauty refle(^ed ia human A&ions, but much djjf- 
cotcred by the Medium through which they pafs ; 
a^d yet how charming do they eve« thus appear in. 
Ibme Perlbns, aod on fome Occafions ? All thfi 
Or^deur in the World is as nothing inCompafi* 
foa of any one ofihefegood becoming Deeds^ How 
4nany more Charms zsi^ there, for Inftance, in the 
A<^ions of fucb an humUe Perfon as the Man of^ 
Jtsfs, than in all the Vidories of our Edwards and 
i!»ur Harries ? or (^o go farther back in Hiilory) 
iiow mui^h more amiable is the Death of So/cratiSp 
than the whole Life of Alexander the Great* 

As Virtye k the fijpreme Beauty, fi> is Vice the 
f^oft odious of all Deformities* I do not know hpw 
to make this more evident to you by any luftance^ 
than by that of the diiFerent Conduft of Two very 
4;e}ebrated Poets, Milton nnd Tajo^ ki defcribing the 
fellen Angels .: TiaJJo's Devils are chiefly made hide- 
ous by their Shape ; their Horns and Tails are th^ 
principal Ingredients of Deformity in his Defcrip- 
^iojBs of them; whereas Mikon generally omits thofe 
Jittie PjM'ticulars, ajad paints out the Deformity of 
$heir M'mds ; their Pride, Impiety, Malignity, an4 
Obdinacy ; by which Mearis his Devils are tenfold 
fnore Devils, and more odious and horrible to thg 
Rcagpr, than tbofc of the iijsUan Po^t. 

There 
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There is a mighty eafy Confequencc to be drawn 
from al) this, which well deferves to be more gene-* 
l-ally obferred. Jf Virtue be the chief Beauty, Pco- 
fic^ to be beautifi)!, ihould epdeavour to be virtu-* 
ous ; and ihould avoid Vice, and all the worft Sort 
of Paffions, as they would fly Defonhity. I wiih thet 
inoie beautiful Half of the human Creation, in par- 
ticular^ were thoroughly fenfible of this great 
Truth 5 «♦ That the nadieft Way to be beautiful, 
^'is to be good ;'* and fuch of them as are more foli-* 
citous about ^hoofing- and adjufting what they weap^ 
^nd how that will appear, than about forming their 
Minds, and regulating their difagreeable Paffions, 
^i]l really fall under the Cenfure I mentioned be- 
fore, from one of the Latin Poets ; and fhew too 
plainly to all the Wor}d, that they, in their own 
flearts, confider thcijf Drefs as the bettei" Part of 
thegifelve^, 

1 muft h^ve quite tired you, I believe, added 
Crito, rifing ; and ihould be glad if you would 
t^ke a little Walk^ to refrefh us all after this long 
Hs^rangue. It has been far from feeming long to us 
(replied Miles^us, as they were all going togetheir 
out of the Tent) : *Tis a Subjeft that can fcarce 
fV9r be tirefome j and your Manner of treating it haa 
\n general, been very pleafmg y only I muft fay, that,^ 
toward the Conclufion, it began to grow a little to^ 
like a Sermpi?* I wifli, fays Timanthes, that 
fome Ladies of your Acquaintance had been prefen^ 
^tthe whole Difcourfe, and particularly at that Part 

9f it J &r I don't knaw wbetker it might not have^ 

donft 
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done them more good, than any Sermon that they 
ever were at in their Lives. However, as there 
were no I/adies hcre» I with Grito would give us, 
who were of his Audience, Leave to beg he would 
be fo gopd a? print it, for the Benefit of the Fair 
Sex in general ; for, } date? fay, it wouid be of 
good Ufe tQ fome of them. I- know not whether 
it would be of any Ufe to .them, replied C&ito; 
but if you really thought fo, and cjuld r^o!le£k 
^nough of it to write it dpwn, it is entirely at your 
Service ; and you have my full Leave to ftn4 i^ to 
(l^e fr^i^i as foon as you ()l^aiVt 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

. TO THE 

PUBLIC. 

» 

IT is' no'V/ above Haifa CentiM-y,- fince thcFrenclf 
have been publiftiing a Colle£lion of the Letters^ 
of their Miffionaries ; frwn all the moft diftant Parts- 
of the World. This Colledlion is already grown 
very voluminous. The famous Pere du Halde was' 
ihe Perfon who had the chief Hand in makingr ancf. 
publifhing it. There were but Eight Volumes that 
had appeared before he undertook the Care of ity 
which was in the Year 1711; and he carried it on^ 
in Eighteen more, to the Year 1743; when the 
Death of that Father, and fome other Incidents^ 
occafioned an Interruption of the Work, for about 
Six Years. It was refumed in 1749, by F. Pat^ 
touillet ; who then publifhed the 27th Volume. 
The following is a Tranllation of the Firft Letter^, 
in that Volume ; and is, perhaps, as curious as 
any one inthe whole Colledlion. 
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Pekin, Nov. i, 1743. 



S I R, 



IT was with the grcateft Pleafure that I received 
your Two laft" Letters; one of the 13th of 
OSfobeTy and the other of the 2d of November j 1742* 
I communicated the very interefting Account of 
the Affairs in Europe^ which you give me in them, 
to the reft of our Miffionaries j who join with me in 
our fincere Thanks. I thank you too, in Particular, 
for the Box full of Works in Straw, and Flowers, 
which came very fafe to me : but I beg of you not 
to put yourfelf to any fuch Expence for the future ; 
for the Chi ne/e very much exceed the Europeans^ in 
Vol. I. F thofe 
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thofe kinds of Works ; and particularly in their [a J 
>2r#ificial Flowers [^]. We came hither by the Com- 
mand, or rather by the Permiffion of the Emperor. 
An Officer was affigned to condu6t us ; and they 
made us believe, that he would defray our Expenoes : 
But the latter was only in Words ; for, in Effeft, 
the Expence was almoft wholly out of our ewn 
Pockets. Half of the Way we came by Water ; 
and both eat and lodg6d in our Boats : And what 
feemed odd enough to us was, that, by the Rules of 
Goo4-b>ecding received among them, we were not 
allowed ever to go aihore, or even to look out of 
the Windows of our coivered Boats, to obferve the 
Face of die Country, as we paiTed along. 

We made the latter Part of our Journey in a Sort 
of Cage, which they were pleafed to call a Litter. 
In this top we were ftiut up all Day long ; and at 
Night carried into our Inns ; (and very wretched 
Inns they are !) and thus we got to Pekin, with our 
Curiofity quite unfatisfied, and with feeing but 
very little more of the Country, than if we had been 
(hut up all the while in our own Chambers. 

[a"]' Th^fe are chiefly made of Feathers 5 coloured and formed fo 
exactly like real Flowers^ that one is often apt to forget one*9 felf, 
and fmell to them. The famous Signora yannimano, at Rome (fo 
many of whofe Works in this kind are continually brought Home by 
our Gentlemen who travel to that City^ at firft learned her Art from, 
fome which were fent from Cbinay by the Jefuitr, as a Prefent to the 
then Pope. 

\b'\ Here is a Page or two omitted, as relating cnly to their private 

Indeed 
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tndccd they fay, that the Country we paffed is but 
^ bad Country; and that, though the Journey is 
near 2000 Miles, there is but little to be met with 
on the Way that might deferve much Attention : 
Not even any Monuments, or Buildings, except 
fome Temples for their Idols 5 and thofe built of 
Wood, and 'but one Story high : The chief Value 
and Beauty of which feemed to confift in fome bad 
Paintings, and very mdifferent Varnifh- works. In- 
deed any one that is juft come from feeing the 
Buildings of France and Itafy^ is apt to "have but 
little Tafte, or Attention, for whatever he may meet 
with in the other Parts of the World. 

However, I muft except, out of this Rulfe, the 
Palace of the Emperor of Pekin^ and his Pleafur^- * 
Houfes ; for in them every thing is truly great and 
beautiful, both as to the Defign and the Execution ; 
and they ftruck me the more, becaufe I had never 
feen any thing that bore any manner of Refcm- 
blance to them in any Part of the World that I had 
been in before. 

■ 

I fhould be very glad, if I could itlake fuch a De- 
fcription of thefe, as would give you any juft Idea 
of them ; but that is almoft impoffible; becaufe there 
is nothing in the whole, which hais any Likenefs to 
ouf Manner of Building, or our Rules of Architec- 
ture. The only way to conceive what they are, is 
to fee them ; and if I can get any Time, I am rc- 
folvcd to draw fome Parts of them as exaftly as I 
can, and fend them into Europe. 

F 2 T^^ 
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The Palace is, at leaft, as big as [c] Dijon ; 
Vhich City I choofe to name to you, becaufe you 
are fo well acquainted with it. This Palace con- 
fifts of a great Number of different Pieces of Build- 
ing ; detached from one another, but difpofed with 
a great deal of Symmetry and Beauty. They are 
. feparated from one another by vaft Courts, Planta- 
tions of Trees, and Flower-Gardens. The princi- 
pal Front of all thefe Buildiiigs%ines with Gilding, 
Varnifh-work^ and Paintings ; and the Infide is 
furnifhed and adorned with all the moft beautiful 
and valuable Things that could be got in Cbinay 
the Indies, and even from Europe. 

As for thcPleafure-houfes, they are really charm- 
ing. They (land in a vaft Compafs of Ground, 
They have raifed Hills from Twenty to Sixty Foot 
J^igh J which form a great Number of little Valleys 
^>ctween them. The Bottoms of thefe Valleys are 
watered with clear Streams ; which run on till they 
join together, and f6rm larger Pieces of Water and 
Lakes : They pafs thefe Streams, Lakes, and Ri- 
vers, ,in beautiful and magnificent Boats : I have 
feen one, in particular. Seventy-eight Feet long, 
and Twenty- four Feet broad, with a very handfome 
, Houfe raifed upon it. In each of thefe Valleys, there 
are Houfes about the Banks of the Water, very well 
(difpofed i with their different Courts, open and clofc 

[c\ A handfome City in Frsnce 5 and the Capital one in the Pro- 
vince oiBwfjptndy j betvcea Three and Four Miles round. 

: . Porticos 
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Porticos, Parterres, Gardens, and Cafcades ; which, 
when viewed all together, have an admirable Ef- 
fect upon the Eye. 

They go from one of the Valleys to another, not 
by formal ftrait Walks as in Europe j but by various 
Turnings and Windings, adorned on the Sides witK 
little Pavillions and charming Grottos ; and each of 
thefe Valleys is diverfified from all the reff, both by 
.their Manner of laying oiit the Ground,* and in the 
Strufture and Difpbfition of its Buildings* „ 

All theRifings and Hills are fprinklcd withTrees.; 
and particularly with Flowering Trees, which are 
Here very common. The Sides of the Canals, or 
leffer Streams, are not faced (as they are with us) 
vnith fmooth Stone, and in a ftrait Line ; but look 
^ude and ruftic, with different Pieces of Rock, (bme 
of which jut out, arid others recede inwards j and 
are placed with fo much Art, that you would take it 
to be the Work of Nature, In fome Parts, the 
Water is wide, in others narrow ; here it ferpentifes, 
and there fpreads away, as if it was really pufbed 
off by the Hills and Rocks. The Banks are fprink- 
led with Flowers, which rife up even through the 
Hollows in th# Rock- work, as if they had been pro- 
duced there naturally. They have a great Variety 
of them, for every Seafon of the Year. 

Beyond thefe Streams there are always Walks, or 
rather Paths, paved with fmall Stones ; which lead 
from one Valley to another. Thefe Paths too are 

F 3 irregu- 
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irregular ; and fometimes wind along the Banks of 
the Water, and at others run out wide from: th^ni* 

On your Entrance into each Valley, you fee its 
Buildings before you. All the Front is a Colonnade, 
with Windows between the Pillars. The Wood- 
work is gilded, painted and varniftied. The Roofr 
too arc covered with varnifhed Tiles of different Co^ 
lours, red,, yellow, blue, green, and purple j which, 
by their proper Mixtures, and their Manner of pla.- 
cing them, form an agreeable Variety of Compart- 
ments and Defigns. Almoft all thefe Buildings are 
oiily one Story high ; and their Floors are raifed 
from Two to Eight Feet above the Ground. You 
go up to them not by regular Stone Steps, but by a 
rOiigh Sort of Rock-work, formed as if there had 
been fo many Steps produced there by Nature^ 
The InfiJe of the Apartments anfwers perfe&ly to. 
their Magnificence yrithout. Befide their being 
very well difpofed, the Furniture and Orjiaments are 
very rich, and of an exquifite Tafte. In the Courts 
and PafTages, you fee Vafes of Brafs, Porcelain, and 
Marble filled with Flowers j and before fome of 
thefe Houfes,. inftead of naked Statues, they have 
feveral of their hieroglyphical Figures of Animals^ 
and Urns with Perfumes burning in them,, placed 
updn Pedeftals of Marble. 

Every Valley, as I told you before, has its Plea- 
fure-haufe j fmall indeed, in refpeft to the whole In- 
. clofure ; but yet large enough to be capable of re- 
ceiving the greateft Nobleman in Europe^ with all his: 

Retinu?. 
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Jletlriue. Several of thefc Houfes are built of Cedar» 
which they bring with great Expcnce, at the Di- 
Hajice of 150* Miles ffom this Place^ And now 
how many of thefe Palaces do you think there are, in 
all the Valleys of the Inclofure ? There are above 
;loo of them, without reckoning as many other 
Houfe$ for the Eunuchs i for they are the Perfons 
who have the Care of each Palace, and their Houfas 
arc always juft by them ; generally at no more than 
Five ^r Six FeetDiftancCj, Tfeefe IJoufes of the 
Eunuchs arc very plai;i j ^pd for tjiajt JR^eafon are alr 
3Ways concealed, either by fome Praje6li<^ pf the 
Walls, or by jthe I^terpoftcion-of their artificial Hills,. 

Over ;the rp^njijog Si:ream$ there are Bridges, at 
proper Diftance^, to make the more eafy Commu- 
^nication from one Pla^e to another. Thefe ar^e moft 
commonly either of Brick or Free-ftone, ajtid fome.- 
times of Wood, but are all raifed high enough for 
the Boats to pafs conveniently under them. They 
^re fenced with Ballifter^ finely wrought, and adorn- 
ed with Works in Relievo ; but all of them varied 
from one another, both in their Ornamei>ts and De- 
signs. Do not imagine to yourfelf, that theife Bridges 
run on, like ours, in ftrait Lines : On the contf^ry^ 
they generally wind about and ferpehtize to fuch ^ 
pegree, tha^ fome of them, which, if they went on 
regularly^ would be no more than Thirty or Forty- 
Feet long, turn ;fo often and fo much as to make 
their whole Length 100 or 200 Feet. You fee fome 
pf them which; either at the Midft, or at the Ends, 
[have little Pavilions for People to reft themfelves in ; 

F 4 fupported 
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fupported fometimes by Four, fometimes by Eight, 
and fometimes by Sixteen Columns. They are ufu- 
ally on fuch. of the Bridges as afford the moft engag- 
ing Profpefts. At the Ends of other of the Bridges 
there* are triumphal Arches, either of Wood, or 
white Marble ; formed in a very pretty Manner, 
but very different from any Thing that I have ever 
feen in Europe. 

I have already told you that thefe little Streams, 
or Rivers, are carried on to fupply feveral larger 
Pieces of Water, and Lakes. One of thefe Lakes is 
' very near Five Miles round j and they call it a 
Meer, or Sea. This is one of the moft beautiful 
Parts in the whole Pleafure Ground. 

On the Banks are feveral Pieces of Buildings, fe-' 
parated from each other by the Rivulets and arti- 
ficial Hills above mentioned. 

But what is the moft charming Thing of all is, an 
Ifland, or Rock, in the Middle of this Sea ; raifed, 
in a natural and ruftic Manner about Six Feet above 
the Surface of the Water. On this Rock there is a 
little Palace, which, however, contains an Hundred 
different Apartments. It has Four Fronts, and is 
built with inexpreflible Beauty and Tafte; the Sight 
of it ftrikes one with Admiration. From it you 
have a View of all the Palaces, fcattered at proper 
Diftances round the Shores of this Sea ; all the Hills 
that terminate about it ; all the Rivulets, which tend 
thither, either to difcharge their Waters into it, or 

to 
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to receive them from it ; all the Bridges, either at* 
the Mouths or Ends of thefe Rivulets ; all the Pa- 
vilions and triumphal Arches that adorn any of thefe 
Bridges ; and all the Groves that are planted to fe- 
parate and fcreen the diiFerent Palaces, and to pre- 
vent the Inhabitants of them from being ovrrJookcd 
by one another. The Banks of this charming Wa- 
ter arc infinitely varied ; there are no two Parts of it 
alike. Here you fee Keys of fmooth Stone ; vi^ith 
Porticos, Walks, and Paths, running dow^n to them 
from the Palaces that furround the Lake: There, 
others of Rc^ck-work, that fall into Step?, contrived 
with the greateft Art that can be conceived : Here 
natural Terraces with winding Steps at each End, 
to go up to the Palaces that are built upon them ; 
and above thefe, other Terraces, and other Palaces, 
that rife higher and higher, and form a fort of Am- 
phitheatre. There again a Grove of flowering Trees 
prefents itfelf to your Eye ; and a little farther you 
fee a Spread of wild Foreft-trees, and fuch as grow 
only on the moft barren Mountains : Then, per- 
haps, vaft Timber-trees wiih their Under-wood ; 
then Trees from all foreign Countries ; and then,' 
fome all blooming with Flowers, and others all 
laden with Fruits of different Kinds. 

There are alfo, on the Banks of this Lake, a great 
Number of Net-work-houfes, and Pavilions ; Half 
on the Land, and Half running into the Lake, for 
all Sorts of Water-fowl ; as farther on upon the 
Shore, you meet frequently with Menageiics for dif- 
ferent Sorts of Cre<:tuics 3 end c\ en li.tle Pr.rks for 

. the 
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the Chacc. But of all this Sort of Things, the Chi* 
mefe are moft fond of a kind of Fife, the greater Part 
<5f which are of a Colour as brilliant as Gold j o- 
•thers^ of a Silver Colour ; and others of different 
Shades of red, gfeen^ blue, purple and black ; and 
fome, of all Sorts of Colours mixt togeftier. There 
are feveral Refervoirs for thefc Fifh, in all Parts of 
^he Garden ; but the moft confiderable of them all 
is at this Lake, It takes up a very large Space j and 
Iz all furrounded with a Lattice-work of Brafs-i«rire, 
in which the Openings are fo very fine and fmall^ 
zs to prevent the Fifh from wandering into the 
amain Waters. 

To let yoru fee the Beauty of this charming Spot 
in its greateft Perfeftion, . I fliould wifh to have you 
tranfported hither when the Lake is all covered with 
Boats, either gilt, ©r varnifhcd ; as it is fometimes, 
for taking the Afr ; ibmetimes, for fiftiing ; and 
fometimes, for [d] Jufts, and Combats, and other 
Diverfions, upo»i the Water ; but above all, on fome 
fine Night, 'when the Fire-v/orks a^e played off 
, there j a: which Time they have Illuminations in all 

f/f] 1 have fcen of this Sort of Jufts upon the "Water, in our Parts 
•of the World ; and particularly At Lions in France, The Champion^ 
^and as firmly as they arc able, on the Prows of two Boats, with Ji 
-Shield in their left Hands, and a blunted Spear in their right. There 
is an equal Number of Rowers in each of the Boats, wh6 drive theiii 
^n wlih great Impetuofity. The two Combatants charge each oth^r 
-uith their Spears j and often both, but almoft always ene of them is 
striven backward on the Shock ; either down into his Boat, or (whicTi 
«rien happens) into the Water ; which latter makes one of the prin* 
•^ipai Parts in -this odd Sort of.Diver£cn. 

the 
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the Palaces, all the Boats, and almoft on every 
Tree. The Chinefe exceed us extremely in their 
Fire-works ; and I have never feeri any thing of 
that Kind> either in France^ or Italy^ that can bear 
any Comparifon with tlieirs. 

The Part in which the Emperor ufually refiJes 
here, with the Emprefs, his [r J favourite Miftreffes, 
and the Eunuchs that attend them, is a vaft Collec-^ 
tion of Buildings, Courts, and Gardens; and looks 
itfelf like a City* 'Tis at leaft as big as our City 
of [/] Doje. The greater Part of the other Pala- 
ces is only ufed for his walking; or to dine and 
fup in upon Occafion. 

This Palatfe, for the ufual Refidence of the Em- 
peror, is juft. within the grand Gate of the Pleafurc 
Ground. Firft are the Antichambers ; then the 
Halls for Audience ; and then the Courts and Gar- 
dens belonging to them. The Whole forms an 
Iflarid ; which is entirely furrounded by a large and 
deep Canal, *T^s a fort of Seraglio ; in the difterent 
Apartments of which, you fee all the moft beautiful . 
Things that can be imagined, as to Furniture, Or- 
naments, and Paintin2;s (I mean of thofe in the 
Chinefe Tafte) ; the moft valuable Sorts of Wood ;. 

[e] The original fays ; " les Koucifeys, les Feys, les Pines, Ics 
*^ Kouci-gins, ct les Ichanglfays":" and informs us in a Nolc, that 
tbefe are fomany different Titles of Honour, for the different Claffes 
of fuch of the Emperor's Miftreffes as are moft in his Favour. I did 
not think it worth while to fet down all thefu hard Names in the Text ;. 
and, perhaps, they might as well have been omitted even here. 

[/] '^"^ ftCQnd City fcr Sizs in the Ftandc C„i:::c. 

varnilheJ 
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varniflicd Works, of China and Japan ; antient Va- 
fcs of Porcelain; Silks, and Cloth of, Gold znd 
Silver. They have there brought together all that Art 
and good Taftc could add to the Riches of Nature. 

ft . . . « ^ * ' - 

4 

Froni this Palace of the Emperor, a Road, which 
is almofl ftrait, leads you ^<i a' KttleTownin the 
Midft of the whole IncloAircl 'Tis fquare; and 
each Side is near*a Mile long;- It has Four Gates, 
anfwering the Four principal points of the Compafs ; 
with Towers, Walls,- Parajpets, and Battlements. 
It has its Str-eets, Squares, Temples, Exchanges, 
Msirkcts, Shops, Tribunals,- Palaces, and a Port, 
for Veffjls. In one Word, every thing that is at 

Fdin in Large, is there reprefented in Miniature. 

You will certainly afk for what Ufe this City was 
intended ? Is it that the Emperor may retreat to it 
as a Place of Safety, on any Revolt, or Revoluti- 
on ? It might indeed ferve well enough for that Pur- 
^ofe ', and poflibly that Thought had a Share in the 
Mind of the Perfon who at firft defighed it ; but 
its principal End was, to procure the Emperor the 
Pleafureof feeing all the Bu-ftle and Hurry of a great 
City in litle, whenever he might have a Mind for 
that Sort of Diverfion. 

The Emperor of China is too much a Slave to his 
Grandeur ever to (hew himfelf to his People, even 
when he goes out of his Palace. He top fees nothing 
of the Town, which he pufies through. All the 
Doors and Windows are fliut up. They fpread 

wide 
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wide Pieces of Cloth every where, that nobody may 
fee him. Several Hours before he is to pafs through 
any Street, the Pec^le are forewarned of it ; and if 
any fliould be found there whilft he pafle*, they 
would be handled very feverely by his Guards. 
Whenever he goes' into the Country, two Bodies 
of Horfe advance a good way before him on each 
Side of the Road j both for his Security, and to 
keep the Way clear from all other Paffengers. As 
the Emperors of China find themfelves obliged to 
live in this ftrange Sort of Solitude, they have always 
endeavoured to fupply the Lofs of all public Diver- 
fions (which their high Stations will not fuffer them 
to partake) by fome- other Means or Inventions, 
according to their different Taftes and Fancies. 

This Town, therefore, in thefe two laft Reigns 
(for it was this Emperor's Father who ordered it to 
be built) has been appropriated for the Eunuchs to 
a<^ in it, at feveral Times in the Year, all ths 
Commerce, Marketings, Arts, Trades, Buftle, and 
Hurry, and even all the Rogueries, ufual in great 
Cities. At the appointed Times, each Eunuch puts 
on the Drefs of the ProfelTion or Part which is 
afligned to him. One is a Shop-keeper, and another 
an Artifan ; this is an Officer, and that a common 
Soldier : One has a Wheel-barrow given him to 
drive about the Streets ; another, as a Porter, carries 
a Bafket on his Shoulders, ' In a Word, every one 
has the diftinguiniing Mark of his Employment, 
The Veflels arrive at the Port ; the Shops are open- 
ed ; and the Goods arc expofed for Saje. There is 

one 
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one Quarter for thofc who fell Silks, and another fbt* 
thofe who fell Cloth ; one Street for Porcelain, and 
another for Varni(h- works. You may be Supplied 
with whatever you want. This Man fells Furniture 
of ,all Sorts ; that, Cloaths and Ornaments for the 
Ladies ; a third has all Kinds of Books for the learned 
and curious. There arc Coffee- houfes too, and 
Taverns of all Sort§, good and bad ; bcfide a Num- 
ber of People that cry different Fruits about the 
Streets, and a great Variety of refrefhing Liquors, 
The Mercers, as you pafs their Shops, catch you 
by the Sleeve, and prefs you to buy fome of their 
Goods. 'Tis all a Place of Liberty and Licence ; 
and you can fcarce diftinguifn the Emperor himfelf 
from the meancft of his Subje6ls. Every body hauls 
out.what he has to fell ; fome quarrel, others fi^ht, 
and you have all the confufion of a Fair. about you. 
The public Officers come and arreft the Qiiarrelers ; 
carry them before the J'ulges, in the Courts of Ju- 
ftice ; the caufe is tried in form ; the Offender 
condemned to be baftinadocd ; and the Sentence is 
put in hxecution ; and that fo effe£lually, that the 
Diverfion of the Emperor fometimes cofts the poor 
A^or a great deal of real Pain. 

The Myftery of Thicv-ing is not forgot in this 
general Reprcfentation. That noble Employ is af- 
figned to a confiderable ISJ^umber of the clevereft Eu- 
nuchs, who perform their Parts admirably well. If 
any one of them is caught in the Fa6l, he is brought 
to Shame, and condemned (at lead: they go through 
the Form cf con Jemning him) to be ftigmatifH, baf- 
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tihadoed, or baniflied ; according to the Heinou{^ 
nefs of the Crime, and the Nature of the Theft. If 
they fteal cleverly, they have the Laugh on their Side ^ 
they are applauded, and the Sufferer is without Re- 
drefs. However^ at the End of the Fair, every thing, 
of this Kind is reflored to the proper Owner. ^ 

This Fair (^as I told you before), is kept only for 
the Entertainment of the Emperor, the Emprefs, and* 
his Miftreffes* 'Tis very anufual for any of the 
Princes, or Grandees, to be admitted to fee it; and 
when any have that Favour, it is not till after the 
Women are all retired to their feveral Apartments^ 
The Goods which arc expofed and fold here, belong,^ 
chiefly to the Merchants of Pekin; »who. put thenv 
. into the Hands of the Eimtichs,, to be fold in reality;. 
fo that the Bargains here are far from being all pre- 
tended ones. In particular, the Emperor himfelf . 
always buys a great many Things ; and you may 
be fure they afk him enough for them. Several of 
the Ladies too make theiriBargains ; and fo do fom« 
of the Eunuchs*. All this trafficking, if there was- 
nothing of real mix^ with it, would want a great deal 
of that Earncftnefs and Life, which now make the 
Buftle the more a<Sivc,, and the Diveriion k giv.e» 
the greater. 

To this -Scene of Commerce, fometimes fuccecd^ 
a very diffi i?-*nt one ; that of Agriculture. There is 
a Quarter wirhin the fame Inclofurc, which is fet 
apart for this Purpofe. There you fee Fields, Mea- 
dows, Farm-houfes, and little fcattered Cottages;, 
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with Oxen, Ploughs, and all the Neceflarics for 
Hufbandry. There they fow Wheat, Ric^, Pulfe, 
and all other Sorts of Grain. They make their 
Harveft, and carry in their Produce of their Grounds. 
In a Word, they here imitatb every thing that is 
done in the Country ; and in every thing exprefs a 
rural Simplicity, and all the plain Manners of a 
Country Life, as nearly as they poffibly can. 

Doubtlefs you have read of the famous Fcaft in 
China^ called the Feaft of the Lanthorns. It is al- 

. ways celebrated on the 15th Day of the firft Month. 
There is no C/^//?^ fo poor, but that upon this Day 
he lights up his* Lanthorn. They have of them of 

• all Sorts, Figures, Sizes, and Prices. On that Day 
all China is illuminated j but the fineft Illuminations 
of all are in the Emperor's Palaces ; and particularly 
in thefe Pleafure- grounds, which 1 have been de- 
fcribing to you. There is not a Chamber, Hall, or 
Portico, in them, which has not ftveral of thefe 
Lanthorns hanp;ing from the Ceilings. There are 
feveral upon all the Rivulets, Rivers, and Lakes ; 
made in the Shape of little Boats, which the Waters 
carry backward and forward. There are fome upon 
ail the Hills and Bridges, and almoft upon all the 
Trees. Thefe are wrought mighty prettily, in the 
Shapes of different Fiihes, Birds, and Beafts ; Vafes, 
Fruits, Flowers; and Boats of different Sorts and 
Sizes. Someare madeofSilk; fomeof Horn, Glafs, 
Mother of Pearl, and a Thoufand otjier Materials. 
Some of them are painted ; otherJs embroidered ; and 
•f very different Prices. I have feen fome of them 

which 
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which could never have been made for a Thoufand 
Crc WAS. It would bfe an endleft Thing to endeavour 
to givi you a particular Account of all th^if Forms, 
A4at:ria1s, and Orflamehts. it is ih thefe, ahd in 
t"he great Variety which the Cbinefe fhcW in their 
Buildings, that I admire the Fruitfulnefe of their 
Invention ; and am almoft teAipted to own, that we 
are quite p6or and barren in Comparifon of them. 

Their £ytt afe (b accufteimed to their own Ar- 
chiteAure, that they hav6 very little Tafte for Ours. 
May i tell you what they fay when they fp^ak of it, 
of when th^ 2it looking over the Prints of foftie of 
but moft t:elebrated Buildings ? l^he Height and 
Thickn^fs of our Palaces amazes them* They ^ok 
upon out Streets as fo rtiany Ways hollowed nita 
terrible Mountains ; and upoii our Houfes, as Rocks 
pointing up in the Air, and full of Holes like Dens 
of Bears and other wild Beafts. Above all, our dif-* 
ferent Stories, piled up fo high one above another, 
feem quite intolerable to them ; and they cannot 
conceive how we can bear to run the Rifk of break- 
ing our Necks, fo commonly, in going up fuch a 
Number of Steps as is neceffary to climb up to. the 
Fourth and Fifth Floors. " Undoubtedly (faid 
the Emperor Cang^hyy whilft he wirs looking over 
fome Plans of our European Houfes) this Europe 
muft be a very fmall and pitiful Country ; fince 
the Inhabitants cannot find Ground enouo-h to 
fpread out their Towns, but are obliged to live 
up thus in the Air." As for us, we think other- 
wife ; and have Rfafon to do fo. 

Vol. I. G However, 
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However, I muft own to you, without pretending 
to decide which of the two ought to have the Prefe- 
rence, that the Manner of Building in this Country 
pleafes me very much. Since my Refidence in Chi- 
nay my Eyes and Tafte are grown a little Chimfe. 
And, between Friends, is not the Duchefs of Bour- 
i^«'sHoiife, oppofite to the Tuilleries, extremely 
pretty ? Yet that is only one Story, and a'good deal 
in the Chimfe Manner. Every Country has its 
Tafte and Cuftoms. The Beauty of our Architec- 
ture cannot be difputed ; nothing is more grand and 
majeftic. I own too that our Houfes are well dif-> 
pofed. We follow the Rules of Uniformity, and 
Symmetry, in all the Parts of them. There is*no- 
thing in them unmatched, or difplaced ; every Part 
anfwers its oppofite^ and there's an exaft Agreement 
in the whole. But then there is this Symmetry, this 
Ibeautiful Order and Difpofition too in China \ and 
particularly in the Emperor's Palace at Pekin^ that 

1 was fpeaking of in the Beginning of this Lettier. 
The Palaces of the Princes and great Men, the 
Courts of Juftice, and the Houfes of the better 
Sort of People, are generally in the fame Tafte. 

But in their Pleafure-houfes, they rather choofe 
[^] a beautiful diforder, and a Wandering as far as 
poffible from all the Rules of Art. They go entirely 

[g-] The Author of this Letter feems here tp have formed his Opi- 
nion only from the Garden in v.'hich he was employed; for this is not 
univcrfally the cait in the Plcafurc-houfes of the Emperor of Cbifia^ 

2 luvc laielv fcen/oiTic Viints of another of his Gardens^ (broughtfrooi 

on 
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dn this Principle, " That what they are to reprcfent 
** there, is a natural and wild View of the Country j 
" a rural Retireiiientj and not a Palace formed ac- 
** col-ding to all the Rules of Ait." Agreeably to 
which, I have not yet obferved any Two of the lit- 
tle Palaces ia all the grand Inclofure which are alike, 
though fome of them are placed at fuch confxderable 
Diftances from one another. You would think that 
they were formed upon the Ideas of fo mdny different 
foreign Countries ; or that they were 9H built at 
random, and made up of Parts not meant for c^ne 
another. When you read this, you will be apt to 
imagine fuCh Works very ridiculous ; and that they 
mull have a very bad EfFcft on the Eye ; but was 
you to fee them, you would find it quite otherwife ; 
and would admire the Art with which all this Irre- 
gularity is conduced. All is ijn good Tafte ; and 
fo managed, that its Beauties appear gradually one 
after another. To enjoy them as one ought, you 
fhould view every Piec^ by itfelf ; and you would 
find enough to amufe you for a long while, and to 
fatirfy all your Curiofity, 

Befidc the Palaces' thenifclves (though I have call- 
ed them little in comparifon of the whole) are very 
far from being inconfiderable Things. ^ I faw them 
building one in the fame Inclofure, laft Year, for 

that Kingdom, and which will very foon be publilhed here) in which 
the Diipofition of the Ground, Water, and Plantations, is indeed quite 
Irregular ; but the Houfcs, Bridges, and Fences, are all of a regular 
Kind. Thofe Prints will give the trucft Idea we. can have of th« 
Cbinefe Manner of layipg out Pleafure-grounds. 

G z o;ic 



84 ALETTER 

ohe of the Princes of the Blood ; which coft htta 
near [i] Two Hundred Thoufand Pounds ; with- 
out reckoning any thing for the Furuiture and Or- 
naments of the Iniide ; for they were a Prefent to 
him from the Emperor. 

I muft add one Word more, in relation to the 
Variety which reigns in thefe Pleafure-houfcs. It 
is not only to be found in their Situations, Views, 
Difpofitions, Sizes, Heights, and all the other gene- 
ral Points ; but alfo in their leffer Parts, that go to 
the compafmg of them. Thus, for inftance, there 
is no People in the World who can (hew fuch a Va-^ 
ricty of Shapes and Forms, in their Doors and Win- 
dows, as the Chinefe. They have fome round, oval, 
fquare, and all Sorts of angled Figures ; fome in the 
Shape of Fans ; others in thofe of Flowers, Vafet, 
Birds, Beafts, and Fiflies ; in fhort, of all Forms 
whether regular or irregular. 

It is only here too, I believe, that one can fee 
fuch Porticos, as I am £Oing to defcribe to you. 
They fcrvc to jom fuch Parts of the Buildings in the 
fame Palace, as lie pretty wide from one another. 
Thefc are fomctimes raifed on Columns only, orv 
the Side toward the Houfe j and have Openings of 
different Shapes, through the Walls on the other 

Side ; and fomctimes have only Columns on both 

• 

[/)] The Original fays, Soixante Ouanes 5 and adds a Note, that 
one OuHJic is worth Ten Ihoufand'^^V/j ; and each yael 18 wortK 
Seven Livres and a Half j fo that Sixty Ounces make Four Milliona 
anj A Half of Livrcf j which is equal to 196^875 Pounds Sterling. 

Sides 
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Sides ; as in all fuch as lead from any of the Pala- 
ces, to their open Pavilions for taking the fre(h Air. 
But what is fo fingular in thefe Porticos, or Colon- 
nades, is, that they feldom run on in ftrait Lines ; 
but make an Hundred Turns and Windings : 
Sometimes by the Side of a Grove, at others, be- 
hind a Rock, and at others again along the Banks 
of their Rivers or Lakes. Nothing c;m be conceiv- 
ed more delightful ; they have fuch a rural Air as is 
quite ravifliing and inchanting. 

You will certainly conclude, from all I have told 
you, that this Pleafure-place muft have coft immenfe 
Sums of Money ; and indeed there is no Prince, but 
fuch a one as is Mafter of fo vaft a State as the Em- 
peror of Chfna is, who could either afford fo prodigi- 
ous an Expence, or accomplifh fuch a Number of 
great Works in fo little a Tima ; for all this was 
done in the Compafs of Twenty Years. It was the 
Father of the prefent Emperor who began it ; and 
his Son now only adds Conveniences and Orna- 
ments to it, here and there. 

But there is nothing fo fuprifmg or incredible in 
this ; for befides that the Buildirtgs are moft com- 
monly but of one Story, diey employ fuch prodigious 
]^umber8 of Workmen, that every thing is carried 
on very faft. Above Half the Difficulty is over 
when they have got their Materials upon the Spot, 
They fall immediately to difpofing them in Order; 
and in a few Months the Work is iinifhed. They 
look almoft like thofc fabulous Palaces, which are 

G 3 faid 
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there within his. PaUci$ ; and go every Evenlag to 
the French Church [i]. 

. I think it is high Time bpth for you and me, that 
I fhould put an End to thi& Letter ; which has car- 
ried me on to a greater Length than I at firft inten-r 
cd. I wifli it may give you any Pleafure ; and 
ibould be very glad if i^ wa3 in my Power to do any 
thing more confiderable, to ihfiW you the perfeA 
£(bem I have for you* I fhall always remember 
you in my Prayers ; and beg you would fometimes 
jnemember m^ in yours, I sun^ with thegrea^ 
. Ilegard, 

Sir, 

T$ur fMft A$Men% 

Jfiumile Servant^ 

A T T I R E T. 

[k] Hqi^ follows Fourteen or Fifteen Pages ia the Origintl, whidi 
treat only of the Author^s private Affairs or of the Affairs of th« 
Miffion, without anything relating to the £mperor*s Garden j zjii 
^n.thsnfoxz omitted by the Tranflator, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

TO promote the Sale of t!iis Piece, Mr. 
DoDSLEY was for dedicating it tofomigp 
reigning Toaft ; but it was thought more for 
his Intereft to fend it into the World, with 
the Motto infcribed on the Golden Apple ad- 
judged to Venus ; for then a Thbufand God- 
deffcs niijght feize it as their own, 
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AN 

ESSAY. 

T is oiFenfive for a Man tb fpeak much of hint' 
fel'f ; and few can do it with fo good a Grace 
as M^ntargfii, I wifh I could \ or that I could* 
be half fo [«] entertaining or inftrudlve. My Sttb- 
J€<^, however, will be my Apology; and I aim 
fiire it will draw no Envy upon |ne. Bodily De- 
formity is vifible to every Eye ; but the EfFefts of 
it are known to very few ; intimately known to 
none, but thofe who feel them ; and they generally 
are not inclined to reveal them. As therefore J am 
furnifhed with the necefiary materials, I will treat 
this uncommon Subje£l at large ; and to view it in 
a philofophical Light is a Speculation which may 
be ufeful to perfons fo oddly (I will not fay unhap- 
pily) diflinguiihed ; and perhaps not unentertaining 
to others. 



[a] The Marquis of Halifax, in a Letter to Charles Comn £fq. 
who tranflated Montaigne* s Eifay?, fayt. It is the Book in the World, 
with whidi, he is beft entertained; and that Mcntaig/ie did not write 
foV Praife, but to give World a true Pidure of himfelf and oi 
Man kindf 
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fittus confutes yoor Maucim \ and I hope to confute 
k too by my owft Behaviour. Id the Car^^afe thtf 
better Part 6f the Man ? And is it to be valuri by 
Weight, like that of Cattle in a Market ? 

I 

Inftead of this LatetfemeniaH Severity, thofe, who 
had the Care of my Infancy^ fell into another Ex* 
treme; jdnd, out of Tendernefs, tried every Art to 
oorre6l CAe Errors of Nature ; but in vain : for (as, 
I tbink it is, Mr. Drjden fays) 

God did not make hh Worh for Man to mend. 

When they could not do that, they endeavoured to 
etnceal them ; and thought me to be afliamed of my 
Perfon, inftead of arming me with true Fortitude to 
deQ)i& any Ridicule or Contempt of it. This has 
caafed me much Uneafinefs in my younger Days ; 
aftid it required many Years to conquer this Weak- 
nefs^ of which I hope now there are but little 
Remains left. This ill Management gave me too aii 
mfuperable Baihful nefs ; and although I have pafled 
the Courfe of my whole Life. among the better Part 
of Mankind, I have always felt a Reluctance to 
^produce a bad Figure, which may be fome Obftruc- 
txon to a Man's Advancement in the World ; but 
an Advantage in reftraining his Fondnefs for it. 

Unmerited Reflexions on a Man's Perfon are hard 
of Digeftion. Men of Underftanding have felt them. 
Even Mr. Pope was not invulnerable in this Part : 
For when the punces were foiled by his Writings, 

they 
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they priAled aCilriscatura of his Figure j- and it is 

. evident that Ah ftungbitn more than a better An- 

fwer i for [/] he xank^ i^aoiong tl^ mpft attrocioua 

Injuries. . I ntvtr innty 14^ received the leaft Af- 

• fronton this Head bomi^ Gentlem^ I.evercon* 
verfed wit4i ;'or frovd afiy joiie.whp had the leaft Pre- 

'• tendon to that Name: fpr/I ihould be a Churl in- 
. deed, if J dleemed as fuch tatty little innocent Plea- 

fantiyk)f a. 'Friend, iiriucb' is rather anilnftance of 
^ fincere KUndnefi andrAfied:ion ; and I ihould b0 un- 
' fit taiftat ITable withfaini!, fliould I refent his Con- 

gratulatians on my . emerging from an Edipfe of a 

• Surloin 6f Roaft-beef^ or of A Bowl of Punchy that 
ftodd bebvseii us« But the Scene changes extjremely 
wheal j^ into a Mob^ .inhere Iixfolence .grows in 

. Proportion^' as the Man fipkn in Condition:; and 
whore {!canfcarcepa6 without bearing fome Affront. 
But am mii unmoved: with that Scurritity, which 
ufed to afe£l me -when I was young. The Title of 
L^urd I never much' valued; and now I entirely de- 
jpife^ and yet they will force it hpon me as an Ho« 
nour, which they have a night to lieftow, and which 
I have' hone torefufe. This Abufe is grown into 
fuch a Habit with the Rabble, that an Irijb Chair- 
man often ufes it, when he a(ks me to take a Chair ; 
and fometimes a Beggar, when he demands an Alms. 

« ■ 

- This Difl^ience of Behaviour towards me hath 
given me the ftrongeft Idea of the Force of £duca>» 

{f } Jn hit Epiftlt to Dr. Arhutbnot tfc tkefe Unes i 

. TKc Morals blackened, when the Wfitingt *i£a||i^ ■ 
^ Ti^aibBl'^ PerioB, udxhitfiaur'.d Staff, kti 

Vol, L U tion ; 
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tibh'; and tttafeit wfe to fet 1 right V)alte wpdn *. Tt 
ii ccrfamly «ie Btaftip dta M'in^s CtAfsiAtr : ft a»f. 

-&e B^Hei- \itm^h ^ Mdb iiM tKb )civitt«dd ^irt 
^Miihiihfl. ^ft' Uftgt: Hkih ^o 1)ben afgkti^t 
A& vkitta^ tb At 5 far It Kuth tt^te . ifee ^(ft^tfe f *J 
!feW^i^) «y '(i-<Wt Hfc • Vulgar to Itlie ^mpanjr and 
t3dhi«jf'(^{dhdt'^y%4^ Mferel kih (hie'to 
1>b^(y. ^If^Tviftrer ehj^yefl ft ; ana''{hotij^i*waht 
<p6li^ ^dlitib'to mrcAiitk^S mo, I xjaHnofiay I 
-Wak Wirer JU l^dd^ivd by iUeiiu Milreovttl-, thdTe 
Abufe^ W6m Yn3rInTej-im o6en fbrnUhane #ttb*ge- 
Irt^rofis 'R^eicifa«i9« i^Mnetilnes fbcollea the Et- 
^pftffiisttvrf :9^2JJ^ Sbakkjpwi-j « Ytotv »S[rlfr|»afs 
'" by^me W^heifite Wtod^^rhfck Iregsird feot :" at 
^herTlwa a ^Saying. (1 thihk) df terixfix) 'VSifill 
*^ IVe to^if an AfslcteV-atttie f ilt r$-hi$ Natwc 
'•« fo to do f q." BiltfferfoAal ^Rcfleftfans of tifis 
Ictnd trfe ttftnoft ttWtoibWfi ' among PeHb&s of high 
ll^'k. It miift theffefore te'oHly^'j^«»dS^il6ifiaAde» 
<tK^at'g^'rife «> tht Ri^rt, that dtr-grfafand^glb- 
'i^iotis I)eli\^efC^'<»TCferkll6a 'i»f/fabrr;f^66k«d-back 
Feltew ; who rcfplied, ¥hat he nidd not knowtlfet 
lieSw^is fo, for*he'had'i{c^rfeen his Bdck. 

When, %y fomebncommon^Adcident, I haVe^bef n 
drawn into a Country Fair, Cockpit, Bear-garden, 
or^hetike riototts AffemblTcs, after i Haife gbt'Trom 

[/(] Odi prophanam vulgus, 8c arceo. Od. i. 1. 3. 

[/] I might:addai{o£her lion Mot of ^«crtf/er; Aehcn tlked;li)^ he 
could bear the Kotfe and ni-manaers of Xanrippe^ he Replied, They 
that live In a tradlqig Sti^eet are net dlftarbed at (hePAOage Of Carts. 
Sfce the SpeftatOT, No. 479, ... 

them 
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ttWA, {'haveidtthe Pfeaihoer^of oat ofeaped ifrom 
Jthe Dang;er .of a Wreck ^ ioF all -die Tiaie I am 
^pfis&ttt, i 'cdnfilior mjrfeif as ibkU to , AiFroot, wkh>- 
T>iit' a Power tif rfhamng any i&^nthiedt; udbiok 
•«qbuM ekpoleine ta>ten*fdd Aedicule. Nortnih I 
formed for a Mafquerade ;. ^v^teit^ fiich. alFigiiZK 
would foon be difcovercd ; nor efcapa Abufe from 
^fte lower Cbis, wh6iiikhe:Msfk:hitcodwce8 .tr) tbeir 
-Btottnt^y ^aiid #fainEe kll hiBiilgp: ac^ri^qr lilietr^ 

J . . . ■ . , 

i zYwayis -had m .jAvcffioii in ^^QuildhoMftt) 
Dandng-^mailei's ;/:^ad^fiudiiBd.^ti "Sira^Diie tt> av^^^ 
rtUir Leffiofo, iv&shttfa^y ivrere fbrccdnif^n me ; for 
3 virastfiier t:(i]feioiJ9'iCK>.myiei£^'i^;it'9n untowiird 
\6tftjti£ldl^ kad'ifiourark.tai. ^IrcarHed tljiis a^ittie 
:<ootfari;:»id.haveTf«Mdetime8 wiflMdjLJUaud &cri69ceii 
^ lltite'molrc.tD^tlxc/Graces. ' Thc-Hi^leSi o(Mn 
h^ leftbekilid It %ti Aiakwrimfs in fuoic^dxtM' 
rfn^ odtwand -Gefture lind BeUaivioiir.; Jafid il tarn i£r»> 
itbit^ ihat I night, l^ Carb afidfflahst, Mt^ sorr 
ttified Home tlih^gs Jiow gisoiunria}ireta!ai!e ; fland 
that, from a natural Diflike to Xriflea^ :l:xh^^Qfid 
fome Forms too much. 

Bodily c©efonnity^b very inure 4 and gfchersffoffej^ 
JPerTon fo'difttagviflwd tnoft cnamsr^iy liiink, jtha< h^ 
dias bad ill luck dn -a Lottery, . where likerr^De ^boir^ 
(a^thoufand Pri£es'tO'on& BlaAk. .lAmoii^j>958 Gehr 
tidmentinfthe ^Tloufe <of XlfMnmbm, /[^abi vifae. jtml^ 
:^orte^<(hat is fo. rniaftksilx> twf^wsHthf Cotfftituentt, 
who never objeft^ to my Perfon, and 1 hope never 

'H ^ to 
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to give them caufe toobje£lfo my Behaviour. TUy 
are not like a venal . Borough, of which there goes 
a Story ; that, though they never took Exceptions 
to any Man's '• Charader, who came up to their 
Price ; yet . they once rtje^ed the beft Bidder^ b&- 
^ caufe he was a Nq^roe* 

• . . ' 

' I never was, nor ever wilt be, a Member of the 
{m] Ugly Club ; and I would advife thofe; Gentlb^ 
men to meet no more ; For though they may be a 
very ingenious and facetious Soceity ; yet it draws 
the Eyes of the World too much lipoh them, and 
theirs too much from the World. For who virould 
choofe ta be always looki ng at bad Pidures, - when 
there is fo great a CoIleAion to be met wtth of good 
ones, efpecially among the Fair Sex $ who, if they 
will not admit them to be Intimates, will permit 
them to be dtftant Admirers. When' deformed Per- 
fons appear together, it doubles the Ridicule, be- 
caufeof the Similitude ; as it does, when they are 
feen with very large Perfons, becaufe of the Con- 
trail.. Let them therefore call Minerva to their 
•Aid in both Cafes* 

There are many Great and Tall Men, with whont 
I {hall always efteem it an Honour to converfe ; and 
though their Eyes are placed in a much higher Par- 
•^lel, they take care never to^verlook.me ; . and are 
always concemetl, if, by Chance, they happen to 
ilctke my Hat with their Elbow. When ftanding 
or.walking,. we. indeed find fome Difficulty in the 

[m] Spedlttoiy Numb* 17. 

Convcr- 
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Converfation ; for they are obliged to illoop down>' 
as in fcarch of a Pin, while I am looking up, as- 
ifuking the Height of a Star with a Quadrant/ 
And 1 own I fometimes ufe a little Policy, that the^ 
Contrail may not be too remarkable. 

General 0. is Brother in BI«od and in Worth to 
one of the greateft and beft Men of the Age; and 
a brave Spirit is lodged in a large Perfon. The Mai^, 
who flood intrepid by his Majefly's Side in the glori- 
ous HfLj oi Dettingen^ 9Ltid afterwards by that of his 
Royal Highnefs in the more unfortunate one ofFon^ 
tenayy is now placed at the Head of a Troop of 
Horfe Grenadiers, to guard that Prince, whom he 
hath fo long and faithfully ferved. I have the Ho-* 
nour to be well kown to him ; and I once accident- 
ally accompanied him to fee theHorfes of his Troop; 
I never was more humbled, than when I walked 
with him among his tall Men, made ftill taller by 
their Caps. I feemed to myfelf a Worm and no 
Man ; and could not but inwardly grieve, that, 
when I had the fame Inclination to the Service of 
my Country and Prince, I wanted their Strength 
to perform it.— As a Member of the Houfeof Com^ 
mons, I fometimes ufe the Precaution to place 
myfelf at fome Diftance from the General, though 
I am commonly of the fame Side of the Houfe. 

Lord />« is another brave Officer at the Head of 
one of his Majefty's Troops of Guards j one of the 
tailed of his Subjeds ; an ancient Peer ; an ableSe* 
nator ', and (what is much to the Honour of any 

H 3 Peer) 
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Peer) a ukM Mhgilb^e in- the County. I am aN> 
ways ftowi of mcttitig hk LorMirp at the Quarter* 
SsfRam ; biK I always take Cars to have the Chair- 
man at lead betvireeA us oh theBencb^ that it nmy. 
not be too viflble-to the CoooCrf , what a prodigioua. ' 
Difparity there is in every Refpefi between us* 

But I will now divide my Text, in order to dit- ' 
Qttfs it More thoroughly ; and will confider the na- 
tural Confequences of Bodily Deformity ; firft, how^ 
it ifketa the outward Circumftances ; and laftty> 
what Turn it givea to the Kfind^ 

It 18 certain, that the Human Frjme, being warpsr. 
ad and difproportioned, 19 lefiened ia Strength an^ 
AAivity ; and rendened kfs fit for its Functions* 
Starr on h&d invented an Engine to take ofFhis Hat ^. 
^nd I wi(h I could invent one Co buckle my Shoe, or 
lK>. take up a Thing from the Gn>und, whieb I cao? 
fiiareedo without kneeling; for I caxibend my Biody 
no farther than it is bent by Nature. For tiiis SLea- 
fon, when Ladies drop a Fan or Glove^ I 'am not 
the firft to take it up ; and often reftrain my Ifi-* 
c^Hnation to perform tfaofe Iktie Services^ rather t^Qr; 
expoCe my Spider-like Shape. And I hope it willi 
not be conftrued as Pride, if I 4d not always ri^ 
from my Seat when I ought ; fipr if it is low* I &tA, 
fome Trouble in it ; and my Center of Gravity is fa 
Si^^aced, that I am often iUce to &I1 back. Tilings 
banging within the Reach ^iifiothers, arc mit of mini;*. 
Avid 'what ihey can eS^eoule with Safe, 1 URnt 
Siyengih to qpcarform. I am in i^^nger <ef b^ein^ 

trampled 
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Bi^k is a c^^,cj^ieffi,hc4gnfp^t fyr the Ej^v( of: 
an|r,tall,]?^foH tlj^ i^ ijc^^ (cfin % «K^V]lg 5 a^A 

my wl^pls 5?nfiteK W«^ »^ *^ 6»*v4 W Pr«rfw. I. 
hay^ fprbprp, tq ai|tlj^ hU M(ajfity ij| t)>f? l^puffiof 

Peers, fiace I wa*, lijtq to. b^ iqufi^ppd^odca^ t)i?re. 

ag^ofi; t)if^. WaUv Iwou^w^liagljr CQ!l)e^it^ej( 

when biSvMsg^ coa|]pai^4f9 ^K 4p is tpp gf:9bcipuj» 

to.e?cpeaftIipBoftbUilies. lMi4i^ V>e»i. I e^!ilih t 

C2^ n^ver.h^v^ tbp Pkafure of f^ng, on thp Tl^/pqe, 

oi|C of th^. b^ Prin|C^ ^o eyef; fyi on !{. I^l^fe 

and m^fiy o^m^ af;e t^e In|C9nyemiepjC^ coiiti^i^silljf 

ztti^l^ifiga^ Figure li.Hcn^iie. Thqr n^ajr^pppfirgric- 

VQU.5 tQ Perfqus not vfei^ to thepi ; bi^t thfy gWW. 

eafifir bgr H^it 5 a^jl tlj^ottgl^ t^ey o^y.^litrfpcJiftuAf 

they, ax:€ n^t fufljrcient to 4lBftroy, tKe ^appjiixefs. oC 

Li6?.i of vbic)^3 at^ Avcji^ge, I Ii?iy? enjpy^ as 

gr^^t a Sbar^ as Qipjit Men* AM p^rb^ips one^ 

Pr99^9f|t may l^e my ifr^^ingt^is Sffay } not iotwd-- 

ed as a Cpmplaintaf^^inft Prpvidence for my Lot, but 

as aA i/^nocei^t. ^^Wmejo^ to npy^lf and others. 

I cannot tell what Effed Deformity may have on 
thj?^ I^^th> ; ^ut Lt is natural tp, iipiigin^ that as the 

comply Mfitb ^bc QutYf^rd:MpuI4 ; the FcMriyi of the 
latter tf^uoy^ i]^egubir» tbe firft cannot be fi» welj^ 
p]ace4 aj^, d^pfe^ to perforin^eir Fujp^ions \ s^J^ 
ths^t genc^ly Reformed Pc^fons would not be he^thj^ 
ox: l9ng-lived. But this is a Queftion be(^ deter- 
rqjnfd by iPa£|s ; ar^d i^ %hU Ca(e the Inftances are 
^00 Cpw, prunftbferved, to djraw. a gQqeral Conclu- 

H 4 Uon 
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fion from them. Aq^ Henlth is, more than is com- 
monly thought, in a Man's bwn Power 5 and the 
Reward of Temperance, more than the Effeft of 
Conftimtion ; which -makes it ftill more difficult to - 
pafs a Judgment* JEfop could not be yoifng when 
he died ; and might have lived longer, if he had not 
not been murdered at Delphi. The Prince af Orange 
fcarce* paffed the Meridian of Life ; and the Duke 
of Luxemburgh died about the Age of fixty-fcven. 
The Lord Treafurer Burleigh (the Honour of whofe 
Company I claim on the Authority of [»] OJbVrny 
lived to feventy-eight ; but his Son the Earl of Sa^ 
tijburyj who. died about fifteen Years after him, could 
not reach, near that Age. I have heard (but know 
not U it is true) that Mr. Pope^s Father was deform- 
ed, and he lived to fcventy-nve ; whereas the So» 
died in middle Age ; if he may befaid to die, whofe 
Works are immortal'. My Father was not deform- 
ed, but aftrve, and my Mother a celebrated Beauty ; 
and I that am fo unlike them, have lived to a great- 
er Age ; and daily fee my Acquaintance, of aftronger 
Frame, quitting the Stage before me. 

Bat I leave it to better Naturalifts to d^termime, 
whether Deformity, abftraftedly confidered, is preju- 
dicial to Health ; for in its Confequences, I beireve, 
it is moft commonly an Advantage. Deformed Per- 
fons have a lefs Share of Strength than others, and 
therefore fliould naturally be more careful to preferve 
it ; and as Temperance is the great Prefervative of 
Health, it may incline them to be- more temperate. 

[«J Sec Hiftorical Memoiri of Q^Erizaheth, by Fra»cu OJBorn'Ef^. 

I have 
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t hsrire Reafoti to think Azt tny owrn weak Frame and • 
Cbnftitution have prolonged my L^ to this prefent . 
Date. But I (hould impofe upon my pleader, and 
affront Heaven^ if I afcribed that to Virtue, which ' 
took its Rife from Neceffity. Being of a confump- 
tive Difpofition, I was alarmed, when young, with 
frequent fpitting of Blood ; this made me abfbun 
from Wine, and all ftrong Liquors, which I have 
now done for near thirty Yearsi But 

(Ifuidit in Scyllam cupiens vttare Carybdim.) 

By this I fell into another Misfortune ; and the Stone 
was the Confequence of my drinking raw Water; 
but Care and Perfeverance, with Abftinence, havis fo 
far fubdued that Diftemper, that at prefent it is but 
little Intersuption to my Eafe or Happinefs, And* 
weak as I am, I daily fee many dying before me, 
who were defigned by Nature for a much longer 
Life* And I cannot but lament that the Genera^ 
lity of Mankind fo wantonly throw away Health 
(without which [«] Life is not Life) when it is ib* 
much in their own Power to preferve it. If every 
Virtue in its Confequence is its own Reward, Tem-' 
perance is eminently fo ; and every one immediately 
feels its good E(Fe£l;. And I am perfuaded that many 
might arrive at Cornaro's Age, if they did but follow 
his Example^ On thinking iipon this Subje^ I 
have adopted many Maxinu, which to the World 
will feem Paradoxes ; as certain true Geographical 
Theorems do to thofe, who are unacquainted with 

[0] NsH-efvfoereffcdv^krt, vir<i.-— -Mart. !• vi. Ep. 70. 

the 
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lbs Globe. ^ I hold as Artickt of. Faith (but which T 
may be condemned :a$ Herefiea is^ many a General > 
Oouncii a&mbled about a large Table) that the 
fmalleft Liquors are beil : That there never was a 
good Bowl of Punch-; nor a good Bottle of Cham- 
paign, Biurgundy, or Claret : That the heft Dinner 
is one DHh : That an Entert^nme^t grows worfe 
in proportion as the Number of Difhes increaie: 
That a Faft is better than a Lord Mayor's Feaft : 
That no Connoiflcur ever underftood good Eating : 
That no Minifter of State or Ambaflador ever gave 
a good Entertainment; Ho King ever (at down t(^. 
a gopd Table : And that the Peafant fares better 
th^n thp Prince^ j^c. Being infpired with fuch Sen- 
t^mjfrits, what Wonder is it, if I fomedmes break 
cf^X into fuch Ejap ulations. O Temperance ! Thpu 
G^pddefs mpft worthy to be adored ! Thou Patro- 
nefs of Health ! Thou Proteftor of Beauty ! Thou 
Prqlpnger of Life ! Thou Infurer of Pleafurp ! 
'f hou Promoter pf ||ufinefs ! Thou Guardian of the 
Perfon I Tbpi^ fr^feryer of tke Underftan4ing ! 
Thou Parent of every intellectual Improvement^ 
and of every mpral Virtue ! 

Another great Prefervatiye of Health is, moderate 
Exercife : which few deformed Perfons can want 
Strength to perfonn. I ever chofe long Jour^iies, 
^d they have been fatiguing to me ; .but I never 
fe)und myfelf worfe for Fatigue. And (before J was 
troubled with the Stone) I have, on Occafion, rqdp 
fifty Miles in a Day ; or walked near Twenty. And, 
though npv ftow in my Mqtipp^, I caft be po njy 

Feet 
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Feet the greateft Part of the Day ; and cai^not b» 
faid to lead a fedentary LJfe. As a defonr^Pecibii. 
is not formed for violent Excrcife, hens lefs liable to 
fueh Diforders as are the natural Confequence of It. 
, He will alfo efcape many Accidents, to which Men 
of athletic Make, and who glory in their Stne^gth, 
are always expofing themfelves to make Trial ^nd 
Proof of it. If he cannot carry an Ox, Ijke AtUo^ 
he will not, like A^b^ be hand-cuiFed in the Oak 
l>y attempting to rend it. H^ will not be th^ Man. 
that fhall ride from London to Y9rk in a Pay, or ta 
Pf^ndfir in an Hour for a Wager ; or that fliall hft 
perpetually performing furprifing long Journies in a 
fiirprifing fhort Time, for no earthly Bufinefs, hut 
thePleafure of relating them. Confcious of his.owji 
Weaknefsy he will be cautious of running into Pla^ie^. 
or^ Occafions of Danger. I deny myfelf fom^ En* 
tertainments, rather than venture into a CfQwd, 
knowing how unequal I am to Struggle ia i| ; ^xA 
if any fudden Quarrel fhould arife, how ill I Iin9 qil^r 
Yxfiti for fuch an Encounter. One Blow frqm a 
Slack or Broughton would infallibly conflgn m^ over 
to Charon. Nature too calls on deformed Perfons to 
be careful not to offer fuch Affronts, asmaycalltheot 
forth into the Field of falfe Honour, where they caig 
not acquit therofelves well for want of Strength ^wj 
Agility ; and they are fecurer from fuch Affrpi)t$ 
themfelves ; fince others will confider the little Gc«- 
dit they will gain, by compelling them to appec^r iO» 
that Scene. On the whole I conclude, that Diefpr-? 
miry is a Protedion to a Man's Health and Perfon ; 

which 
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which (ftratige as it may appear) are better defend-* 
cd by Fceblenefs than Strength. 

Let me now confider the Influence of Bodily De- 
formity on a Man's Fortune. Among the lower 
Clafs, he is cut off from many Profef&ons and Em*^ 
ployments. He cannot be a Soldier, he is under 
Standard ; he cannot be a Sailor, he wants Adivity 
to climb the Rigging ; he cannot be a Chairman or 
Porter, he wants Strength to bear the Burthei>. In 
higher Life, he is ill qualified for a Lawyer, he can 
fcarce be fccn over the Bar ; for a Divine, he may 
drop from his Haflbck out of Sight in his Pulpit. 
The Improvement of his M ind is his proper Province, 
and his Biifinefs onlj fuch as depends on Ingenuity. 
If he cannot be a Dancing-mafter toadjuft the Heels, 
he may be a School-maftcr to inftruft the Head. He > 
cannot be a graceful Adbor on the Stage ; but he 
may produce a good Play. He would appear ill ^s 
a Herald in a ProceiTion ; but may pafs as a Mer- 
chant on the Exchange, He cannot undergo the 
Fatigue of the Campaign ; but he may advife the 
Operations of it. He is defigned by Nature, rather 
to fleep on- Parnajfusy than to defcend on the Plaint 
of E lis. He cannot be crowned at the Olympic 
Games ; but may be the Pindar to celebrate them. 
He tzn acquire no Glory by the Sword j but he 
may by the Pen ; and may grow famous by only 
relating thofe Exploits, which are beyond his Power 
to imitate. 

Lord Bacon (th:\t extenfive and penetrating Ge- 
nius, who pointed out every Part of Nature for Ex- 
amination) 
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amination} in his Eflay on Deformity fap, ** that, 
*^ in their Superiors, it quencheth Jealoufy towards 
^^ them, as Perfons that they think they may at 
*' Pleafurc defpife i and it layeth their Competitors 
^' and Emulators afl^p, as never believing they 
«< ihoutd he in- a Pbifibtlity of Advancement, till 
*' they fee .them in Pofleffion.'' But it is much to be 
dioubtedt . whether this is not -more than connterbal- 
lanc^d tj^the Contem|^ of the World, which it te^ 
quires no' niean Parts to conquer. For if (as i have 
ibmewhere read) a good Perfon is a Letter of Re^ 
commendation, Defonrity.muft be an Obftni£Uon 
in the Way to Favour, In this refpeS, therefore, 
deformed Perfons fet out in the World to a Difad- 
vantage, and they muft firft furmount the Prejudices 
of Mankind before they cian be upon a Par with 
others^ And muft obtain, by a Courfe of Behaviour, 
that Regard, which is^ paid to Beauty at firft Sight 
When this Point is once gained, the Tables are 
turned, and then the Game goes in their Faroul* ; 
for others, fenfible of their Injuftice to them, no 
fooner find them better than they expefl:ed, thaa^ they 
believe them better than they are ; whereas in the 
beautiful Perfon, they fometimes find themftlves im« 
pofed upon, and are angry that they have worfhipped 
only a painted Idol. For (again take Lrord Bacon^j 
Words) [p] ** neither is it aimoft fcen, that very 
*' beautiftil Perfons are othcrwife of great Virtue': 
•* they prove accomplifhed, but not of great Spirit; 
and ftudy rather Behaviour than Virtue, Whereaa 
[^J-deformed Perfons, if they be of Spirit, will free 

[/>] Hit £fl*ay 00 Beauty. [^] Hi9 EiFaf on Deformity. 

" thtmfe'.vcs 






k 



1K> D EF O R Ml T Y: 

*' thcmfelves from Scorny which ftiuft be ettfatr -by 
*' Virtue or Malice ; and therefore let it iiot ^fe 
*' marvelled, if they foihetimes prove excellent 'Per- 
*< fens', lo was Agefilaus^ Zang^r the Son of S9h9HaH^ 
" Efop^ Gafta Prefident oi Ptru ; and 5atff^Aj mijr 
'«* liksewife go amongft thenf., with others*^ Nay, 
1ite feys^ ** in a great Wit Deformity is a»i Adv^^- 
■** tagb to Rifmg." And [f] in anidthw Pirt of i^ 
Wcrkis^ ^' that they, who, by Accid^nt^il^^rfve fomfe 
*^ {inevitable and indelible Mark on thehr Perfonsor 
** SFortunes, as deformed Perfons, Baftards, ite. if 
** they waittnot Virtue, generally pro^e&irUinafe.*' 

Ofion%f in his Hljhncal Memdtrs of^een Eihoa^- 
beth^ informs, us, that " (he chofe the goodlieft Per- 
•♦fons-forher Houfehold^ervants ; but in lierCdtt^ 
*' fellors'did not put by Su^eieUcy, though acconv- 
^^ pnnied with a crooked Perfon ; as it chanced in a 
".[r] Father and a Son of the Cecilsy both incom^- 
*' parable for Prudence," It is well known the 
Qiieen would make the Father \^Burleigh) fit in her 
Prefence ; telling him, that fhe did not ufe him for 
Vis Legs but Head. But the iSon (afterwards Lord 
Treafurer and Earl of Salijbury) was not fo civilly 
•treated by the P/opulace; and is an Inftance, not only 
that £nvy purfues a great Man, but that the higheft 
jPoft cannot redeem a deformed one from Contempt^ 
it attends him like his Shadow, and like that too is 
ever reminding him of his ill Figure j which is often 

^<f\ 't)e 'Augmmtis Si isntlarum, 1. viii. c. 2. 

[r] 1 A4>pofc what Cambden fays of Lord BurlagVt comely and 

pleaf.n.g Af^-cdl, relates to his Countenance only 

objeSed 
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'phjeStcA for "^niAt <>f teal Crimes;. For die fame 
Writec [s] fays bf the fame great Man^ <^ that the 
** Misfortunes ftGCcftipanying him from his Birth did 
*f not a little add to that Cloud of DetnuEliony tbfit 
^< fell upon all ^at he faid or did ; a Mul^ in N4- 
*' ture, like an Qptick Spe£bcle, multiplying much 
•' in the. SigHt of the People the Apparitions of. Ili^' 
Nor was this Contct^pt buried with him : it tram- 
pled on his Aft^^ snd rnfuRed his Grave ; as ap- 
pears by an Epitaph, which OJhom cites, as void of 
Wit, as it if full of Scurrility; in one Line of which 
i. there \s an Epithet, not fo elegant, as def(?riptive 
. pf his Perfon, viz* " Little Bojfive Robin, that was 
fo great/* 

Such Contempt in^eneral, joined with the-Ridi- 
' cvile of the.yulgar, is another certain Confequeficc 
.*of bodily Deffirmity For Men naturally defpife 
what appears kfs beautiful or ufeful ; and their.Pride 
.ii^ gratified^ when they fee fuch Foils to their own 
: 'Ptrfons. It is this Senfe of Superiority, which js 
. l^ftified by Laoghtcr in the lower Sort ; while their 
! Betters, Whp know how little any Man whatfoever 
jhjtth. fo bo:fft of, are reftrained bygcod iSeQfean4 
good'Breedin^ from fuch an infult. But it is .not 
.•etifytoTay why one Species of Deformity ihould -be 
mcTre iridjucplpus than another, or why the Mob 
fhould jie more merry with a crooked Man, than one 
"ttiat is *ttirP, kmc, fquintihg, or purblind. Or virhy 
"ifioiirdthtey Back-bite me (if I may ufetheEbcpfeffion) 
to my Face, and not laugh at my Face itfelf For be- 
ing harrowed by the Small Pox ? It is a Back in 

Altp 
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Alto Relief) that bears all the Ridicule ; though 
One would think a prominent Belly a more reafon* 
able Obje^ ofit } fince the laft is generally the £f- 

^ fcSt of Intemperai)ice, and of H Man's own Creafti- 
on. Snratis was ugly, but not contemned ; and 
[/J Phihp^men of very mean Appearance, arid 
though contemned on that Account, not ridiculed ; 
for [a] Montaigne fajrs, " ill Features are but a fu- 
** perficial Uglinefs, and of little Certainty in tjie 
*^ Opinion of Men ^ but a Deformity of Limbs is 
** more fubftantial, and ftrikes deeper in." A« it 
is more Uncommon, it is more remarkable ; and 

' that, perhaps, is the true Reafon^ why it is mote 
ridiculed by the Vulgar. 

Since this is the Cafe, I appeal to my Fraternity, 
'whether it is not found Policy to ufe Stratagem to 

' -guafxl againft their Attacks as much as may be j and, 
imce they are deceived by outward Appearances, to 
<:all in the Aid of the Taylor, to prefent them with 

" better Shapes than Nature has beftowed. Againft 

*<b unfair an Adverfary fuch Fraud is juftifiabte ; 
though I do not approve of it in general. When I 
was a Child^ I was drawn like a Cupid, with a Bow 

-and Arrow in vhy Hands, and a Quiver on my 
Shoulder ; I afterwards thought this an Abufe, which 
ought to be corre<5lcd ; and when I fat for my Pi4ftiixe^ 

. [/] Coming to tn Ino, where h^ was expe£M| bcfoM kit Atten^ 
■dantty the Miftrefs of the Houfe, feeing a plain Perfon, of «exy meaa 
AfpeA, ordered hiin to alTift in getting things reaSjr for Phi&f4emeru 
His Attendants finding him Co employed, he told them, he yms thca 
paying the Tribute of his Uglinefs, Plutarch* 

[«] la his Eflay on Phyfiognomy. 

(Otttt 
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tome Years ago, I infifted on being di-awn as lani, 
and that the ftrong Marks of the Small Pox might 
appear in my Face ; for I did not cfaoofe to colour 
over a Lye. The Painter feid, he never was al- 
lowed fuch Liberty before ; and I advifed him, if he 
hoped to be in vogue, never to aflume it again : fot 
Flatterers fucceed beft in the World j and of Flat- 
terers, Painters are the leaft liable to be deteded 
by thofe they flatter. Nor are the Ladies the only 
Perfons concerned for their Looks. *' [x] Akxander 
chofe to have his Pifture drawn by ApelleSy and 
his Statue formed by Lyftppus. And the Spartan 
Ageftlaus (confcious of his ill Figure) would never 
*' fuffer any Pidlure or Statue of him to be taken* 
** He was one of the moft confid.erable Perfons of his 
'* Age both for civil and military Virtues, infomuch 
•* that he juftly acquired the Appellation oi'JgeJilaus 
** the Great. But though Nature had been uncom« 
** monly liberal to him in the noble todowments of 
*' the Mind, (he had treated him very unfavourably 
** in thofe of the Body, fie was remarkably low of 
** Stature ; had one Leg fhorter than the other ; and 
*' fo very defpicable a Countenance, that he never 
** failed of raifing Contempt in thofe, who were un«<» 
'^ acquainted with his moral and intelledtual Excel- 
*' lencies. It is no wonder therefore, that he was 
*' unwilling to be delivered down to Pofterity under 
** the Difadvantages of fo uripromifing a Figure." I 

[x] £di£to vetuit, ne quia (e, praeter Apellen, 
Pingeret, aut alius Lylippo duceret aera 
Fortis Alexandri vultum fimulantia.— -i/oTt Ep% it It %• 

See too Cicero's celebrated Epiftle to Lucceius% 

Vol. L I have 
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have given the [y] Words of a late very elegant Tfail- 
flation of Cicero* s Letters.— On the whole, I couU 
wifli, that Mankind would be more candid and 
friendly with us; and inftead of ridiculing a diftorted 
Perfon, would rally the Irregularities of the Mind, 
■ which, generally^ arc as vifible as thofe of the^Pcr- 
fon ; but, being more common, they pafs with little 
Notice as well in high as low Lrfe. [jt] Macenas ' 
would laugh at any Irregularity in Horace* s Drefs, 
but not at any Caprice in his Behaviour, becaufe it 
was common and fafliionable ; fo a Man's Perfon, 
which is the Drefs of his Soul, only is ridiculed, 
while the vicious Qiialities of it efcape. — Let me add, 
that if ridiculing another's Perfon is in no cafe to be 
juftified, the ill Treatment of it muft be highly cri- 
minal : what then muft we think of Balbus, a Ro* 
man Q^iaeftor in Spain^ who wantonly expofed to 
wild Bcafts a certain noted Aufttoneer at Seville^ for 
no other Reafdn, but becaufe he was deformed. This 
is related in a [a] Letter to Cicero by JJinius Pollio^ 
the moft accompliftied Gentleman of that Age ; who 
calls Balbus a Monfter for this and other Afts of Bar- 

[yl From the Tranflation, and Notes, of the Epiftlc I hate 
mentioned. 

[xj Si curtatus insequali tonfore capiUos 

Occurrit, rides j fi forte fubucula pexa 

Trita fubeft tunica?, vel fi toga diflidet impar. 

Rides J quid, mea cum pugnat fententia fccum ? 

Quod pctiit, fpcrnit ; repetit quod nuper omifit ?. 

J\'Auzi, et vitae difconvcnit ordine toto ? 

Diniit, nadificat, rautat quadrata rotundis ? 

Infanire putas folennia me ; ncqiie rides. 

[d] The 7th of the 1 5th Book in the Tranflation the 2.3d 

•f the icili in the Original. 

baritv. 
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barlty, I am glad he has preferved the Memory of 
this poor Man, whom I here confecrate to Fame i 
and place foremoftip thegloriousLiftof our Martyrs, 

I will now follow Lord Bacon as my Guide, in 
tracing out fuch Pailions and AiFe£lions, as moft na- 
turally refuit, from Deformity : for he fays,"Xhere 
'' certainly is a Confent betweeri the Badf and the 
*' Mind ; and where Nature erreth in the one, (he 
*' ventureth in the other > and therefore Deformity 
^^ may bebeft confidere^d, in this refpe£b, as aCaufe 
** which feldom fails of the Effefl:, and not as a 
*' Sign, which is more deceivable j for as there is 
^' an Ele^ion in Man touching the Frame of his 
*' Mind, .the Stars of natural Inclination are fome- 
** timeseclipfed by the Sun of Difciplineand Virtue/' 

; He begins with faying, that ** deformed Peffons 
*' are commonly even with Nature ; for as Nature 
*^ hath done ill by them, fo do they by Nature, be- 
^' ing for the moft Part (as the Scripture faith) void 
*« of natural AffeSiion^^* I can neither find out this 
Paflage in Scripture, nor the Reafon of it ; nor can 
I give my Aflent or Negative to a Propofition, till I 
am well acquainted with the Terms of it. If by na- 
tural AflFeftion is here meant univerfal Benevolence, 
aTi3 Deformity neqeflarily implies a Want of it, a 
deformed Perfon muft then be a complete Monfter. 
But however common the Cafe may be, my 6wn 
Senftitions inform me, that it is not univerfally true^ 
If, by natural AflFeftion, is meant a partial Regard 
for Individuals J I believe the Remark is judicious, 

I z and 
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and founded in human Nature. Deformed Perfbns 
are defptfed, ridiculed, and ill-treated by others; are 
feldom Favourites, and commonly moft negie&ed by 
Parents, Guardians, and Relations ; and therefore, 
iis they are not indebted^for Qiuch Fondnefs, it is no 
woYidifr if (hey repay but little. It is the Command 
6f ScriptUfc, Not tcfet our AffeEtions on Things bil^w : 
k is the Voice of Resifon, not to overvalue what we 
liiuft foon part with ; and therefore, to be fo fond of 
dthers Us hot to be able to bear the Abfence, or to 
Airvive them, is neither a religious nor moral Duty; 
but a cbililifli and womiuiiAi Weaknefs : And I muft 
cbngratultttfe defonned Perfohs, ^o, by Example, 
lu% ^arly taught ahother Leflbn. And I will now lay 
open rhy bWn Heart to the Reader, that he may 
judge, If X/Ord SiUon^s Pofitibn is verified in me. 

I h6J)e ft proceed* ifiot from a Malignity of Heart ; 
but I never ahi much affeAed with the common Ac- 
cidents of Life, v^hether they befaU myfelf or others, 
i'am little moved when I hear of Death, Lofs, of 
Misfortuhe ; I think the Cafe is common, 

([h2 Tritusy £sf e medio fortuna duSfus acervo :) 

And as it is "alWays likely to happen, I am not fur- 
prifed when it dbcs. If I fee a Perfon cry or beat hi» 
Bneaft on any fucb Occafion, I cannot bear him 
Company, but am not a Democrltm to laugh at his 
Folly. I read of Battels and Fields covered with 
Slain ; of Cities deftroycd by Sword, Famine, Pefti- 
fence, and Earthquake ; I do not Ihed a Tear : I 

P] Juv. Sat* xiii. 

fuppofe 
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fcrppofe it is, becaufe they are the ufual Storms, to 
which the Human Species are expofed, proceeding 
from fhc juft Judgments of God, or the miftaken 
and falfe Principles of Rulers. I read of Perfecuti- 
ons. Tortures, Murders, MafTacres; my Com-^ 
paffion for the SuiFerers are great, but my Tears are 
ftopped by Refentment and Indignation againil the 
Contrivers and Perpetrators of fuch horrid A^ons. 
But there are many Things that bring Tears inta 
my Eyes, whether I will or no ; and when I reflefi:^ 
I am often at alofs in fearching out the fecret Source 
from whence they :fiow. What makes me weep; 
(for weep I do) when I read of Virtue or Innocence 
in Diftrefs ; of a good Man helplefs and forfaken^ 
unmoved by the greateft Infults and Cruelties ; or 
<ourageoufly fupporting himfelf againft Oppreffion in 
Ae Article of Death ? I fuppofe it is, to fee Vic€| 
triumphant, and Virtue fo ill rewarded in thisLife^. 
May I judge by myfeif, I /bould imagine, that few 
iincere Chriftians could read the Sufferings of their 
jSaviour, or Engtijhmen thofe of a Cranmir^ .Ridley^ 
or Latimer^ without Tears ; the firft dying to efta- 
4>liih his Religion, the laft to reicue it from Corrupt 
ttion. When I read of [^J R^gulus retwaing to Tor- 

£vc] Dpnec labanUs.confiHo j>atres 
J^irmacet »u6ior nunquam alias dato 
JUiterque mcerentcs amicos 

Egitgias properaret exul. 
Atqui fciebat quie fibi barbarui *- 

Toitor pararet : ■ ' tame« 

.Dixnovit obftantes propinquos, 
£t populum rcditus morantem* 

:Hor, Odf r, 1 5« 

I S mtnt. 
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ment, and [rf] John of France to Imprifonment, 
againft the Perfuafion of Friends, to keep Faith with 
their Enemies ; I weep to think, there is fcarce an- 
other Inftance of fuch exalted Virtue. Thofe who 
often hear me read, know, that my Voice changes, 
and my Eyes are full, when I meet with a generous 
and heroic Saying, Aftion, or Charafter, efpecially 
of Perfons, whofe Example or Command may in- 
fluence Mankind. I weep when I hear a \e\ Titus 
fay) That he had loft the Day in which he did no 
Good. When [/] Adrian tells his Enemy, That 
he had efcaped by his being Emperor ; or [i^] Lewis 
XII. That he is not to revenge the Affront erf" the 
Duke of Orleans, Thefe are the firft Inftanccs that 
happen to occur to me : 1 might recolleft many, toa 
many to infert in this Effay ; yet all are but few, com- 
pared to Inftanccs of Cruelty and Revenge : perhaps 
I am concerned that they are fo rare : perhaps too I 
inwardly grieve that I am not in a Situation to db the 
like. I am entertained but not moved, when I read 
VoHairis Hiftory of Charles XII. but I melt into 
Tears on reading Hanivafs Chara6ter of his Anta- 
gonift Peter the Great. The firft is the Story of a 
Madmanj the other of a Father, Friend, and Bene- 

[</] EhvainfesMIniftres & lesplusconiiderablesSeigneui'sduRoy- 
aume firent tous leurs efForts, pour le faire changer de refolution. II 
repundoit a tout ce qu^on lui difoit la-dcfTus, que quand la bonne foy 
feroit bannie du ref^e do monde, il falloit qu^on ia trouvat toujour^ 
dans la bouche des Rois. Hiilore de France par le P. G, Daniel, 

[f] Recordatus quondam fuper coenam, quod nihil cuiquam toto die 
prxftitifTet,- memo.abilcm illam merituque laudatam voccm edidlt; 
Amici, Diem perdidi. SuctooiuSg 

[J"\ Echard'6 Roman Hiirory. 

[^J M^zcrai, & Tanielt 

fadior 
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faftbr of his People ; whofe Cbarafter (as the Au- 
thor obferves in the Conclufion of it) will command 
the Admiration of all fuccetding Generations ; and 
I fuppofe I lament, that God is pleafed to advance t6 
Royalty fo few fuch Inftruments of Good to Man- 
kind. Harfy IV. of France had every Quality to 
make a Prince amiable : Courage, Humanity, Cle- 
mency, Generofity, Affability, Politenefs ; his Be- 
haviour on every Occalion is charming ; and I can-* 
not read the Account of him, given us by his Prime 
Miniftcr (Sully) without Emotion. I do not wonder, 
if what is reported is true ; that [A] at leaft fifty Per- 
fons have written his Hiftory ; and that he has been 
celebrated in Poems, and Panegyricks, by above five 
hundred : there are few fuch Subjefts to be met with ; 
and few Princes, who have fo juftly deferved the 
Title of Great. His Grandfon had the fame Title 
beftowed on him j but how little did he defervei it ! 
He has been celebrated by as many Hiftoriographers 
and Poets ; but they are moftly fuch as lie hired for* 
that Purpofe ; and none of them, even Voltaire him- 
felf, will be abl^ to pafs him for a great Man on un- 
prejudiced Pofterity. Compare him with his Grand-u 
father, you will find him the reverfe. Henry was 
bred to Toil and Hardfhips ; Lewis in Luxury and 
Effeminacy. Henry pleafant, eafy, and affable j 
Lewis formal, haughty and referved. Henry brave, • 
and expofing himfelf to all Dangers ; Lewis cautious, 
and always in a fecurc Poft. The one gaining 
Viiftories by himfelf, and his own perfonal Valour j 
^he other by his Generals, and Superiority of Num-- 

[/;] Morcri*« Di^ionary.— — Turkifli Spy, Vol. I. B.ii. Let. jo. 
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bcK. The one pleafed with performing *grcat A£lt- 
ons ; the other with being flattered for thofe which 
he never performed; The firft ambitious of true ; 
and the laft of falfe Glory. Henry ftabbed by Je- 
fuits ; Lewis governed by them. The one forgiving 
Rebels and Aflaffins ; the other encouraging both. 
Henry perfecuted ; Lewis a Perfecutor The firft 
granting Liberty of Confcience ; the laft taking it 
away. Henry promoting the Silk ManufaSure in 
France *y Lewis in England. One treating his Sub-: 
je£ls as his Children ; the other as his Slaves. Henry 
bravely aflerting his own Rights ; Lewis bafely en- 
croaching on thofe of his Neighbours. Henry ex- 
tricating his Country from Mifery, and laying the 
Foundation of her Grandeur ; Lewis fquandering 
her Blood and Treafure, and reducing her from 
Grandeur to the Brink of Deftruftion. Henry form- 
ing Schemes for the perpetual Peace of Europe i 
Lewis perpetually to difturb it. How little is Lewis^ 
compared to Henry the Great ! 

But to return to my Subjeil.— I am uneafy whenc 
I fee a Dog, a Horfe, or any other Animal ill treated | 
for I confider them as endued with quick Senfe, and 
HO contemptible Share of Reafbn ; and that God 
gave Man Dominion over them, not to play the 
/t^yrant^ but to be a good Prince,, and [4'omote the 
I^appinefs of his SubjeAs. But I am much more 
uneafy at any Cruelty to my own Species ; and 
heartily Wifh Procrujies difcfplined in his own Bed, 
and Phalaris in his Bull. AMan braifed all over in 
a Boxing Match, or cut to Pieces iniighting aPrize^ 

is. 
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is a {hocking Spectacle ; and I think I could with 
lefs Horror, fee a thoufand fall in Bsttle, than Hu- 
man Nature thus depreciated and difgraced. Vio- 
lence, when exerted in Wan tonne fs or Paffion, is 
Brutality ; and can be termed Bravery, only when it 
is fandtificd by Juftice and Neceffity. A mangled 
Carcale is not a pleafing Sight, Why therefore do 
Men pay for it ? and the great Vulga^r encourage 
thefc Diforders among the Small ? It is not Choice^ 
but Affeftation. As many, who neither love nor 
underftand MuHck, go to an Opera to gain the Re- 
putation of Cbnoiffcurs ; many go to Broughtorft 
Theatre, to avoid the Imputation of being Cowards} 
but when they are at fo much Pains to avoid the Im- 
putation, it raifes a Sufpicion that they are fo. 

I have been in a Situation to fee not a little of the 
Pomp and Vanity, as yrell as of the NeceiEty and 
Mifery, of Mankind ; but the laft only afFe£t me ; 
and if, as a Magiftrate, I am ever guilty of Partia- 
lity, it is in Favour of the Poor. When I am at 
Church among my poor, but honeft, Neighbours in 
the Country ; and fee them ferious in performing 
the Ceremonies prefcribed ; Tears fometimes fteal 
down my Cheek, on reflecting, that they are doing 
and hearing many Things they do not underftand 5 
while thofe, who underftand them better, negleA 
them : riiat they, who labour and live hard, are 
more thankful to Heaven, than thofe who fare lux- 
urioufly on the Fruits of their Labour; and antf 
keeping and repeating the fourth Commandment, 
at the very Inftant the others are breaking it. 

Tbefe 
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Thefe are fome of the Senfations I feel ; which I 
have freely and fairly difclofed, that the Reader may 
judge, how far I am an Inftance of a deformed Per- 
fon wanting natural 'AfFe<Slion. And I am a good 
Subjc(^ of Speculation ; for all in me is Nature : 
for to own the Truth, I have taken but little Pains 
(though much I ought to have taken) tocorreA my 
natural Dek&s. 

Lord BacorCs next Pofition is, *' That deformed 
*' Perfons are extremely bold. Firft in their own 
Pefence, as being expofed to Scorn j but in Pro- 
** cefs of Time by a general Habit." — This, pro- 
bably, is fo among the inferior Sort, who are in the 
way of continual Infults ; for a Return of Abufe is 
a natural Weapon of Self-defence ; and in fomcMea* 
fure juftified by the Law of Retaliation : To upbraid 
a Man with a pcrfonal Defeft, which he cannot 
help, is alfo an immoral A£l ; and he who does it, 
has reafon to expeft no better Quarter than to hear 
of Faults, which it was in his own Power not to 
commit. But I find this Obfervation far from being 
verified in myfelf : an unbecoming Bafhfulnefs has 
been the Confequence of my ill Figure, and of the 
wbrfe Management of me in my Childhood. I am 
always uneafy, when any one looks ftedfaftly on fo 
bad a Pifture ; and cannot look with a proper Con- 
fidence in the Face of another. I have ever re- 
proached myfelf with this Weaknefs, but am not able 
to corred it. And it may be a Di fad vantage to a 
Man in the Opinion of thofe he converfcs with ; for 

though 



AN ESSAY. 123 

though true Modefty is amiable, the falfe is liable to 
Mifconftruftion : aod when a Man is out of Co'unte- 
nance for no Reafon, it may be imagined, that he 
has fome bad Reafon for being fo. In point of Affu- 
ranee, I am indeed a perfect Riddle to myfelf ; for 
I, who feel a Reluftance in croffing a Drawing-*, 
room, or in opening toy Mouth in private Company 
before Perfons with whom I am not well acquainted, 
find little in delivering my Sentiments in Public,, 
and expofing my Difcourfe, often as trifling as my 
Perfon, to the Ears of a Thoufand. From what 
Caufe this proceeds J know not : it may be, partly^ 
from Hopes of wiping off any ill Impreffions from 
my Perfon. by my Difcourfe; partly from a Senfc' 
of doing my Duty ; and partly from a Security in 
public Aflemblies from anygrofs perfonal Refleftions. 

Lord Bacon compares the Cafe of deformed Perfonis 
to that of Eunuchs ; ** in whom Kings were wont* 
*^ to put great Truft as good Spies and Whifperers ; 
*' for they that are envious towards all, are more- 
*' obnoxious and oiHcious towards one."" — But, with. 
Submiflion to fo good a Judge of Human Nature, I 
own, I can difcover no uncommon Qualification in 
them for Spies ; and very itsn motives to Envy pecu- 
liar to themfclvesv Spies fubmit to that bafe and un-- 
generous Office, either for the Sake of Intereft or Pow- 
er ; if for Intereft, it is to gratify their Covetoufnefs ; 
if for Power, their Ambition or Revenge : which Paf- 
-fions are not confined to the Eunuch or Deformed ; 
but iridifcriminately feize all ClafTes of Men. Envy 
too may prompt a Man to mean Aftions, in order to 

bring 
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bring down the Perfon envied to his own Level ; but 
if it is on account of Superiority of Fortune, it will 
operate alike on Men of all Shapes. Eunuchs have 
but one peculiar Motive to Envy? but that (as 
Lord Bacon exprefles it) makes diem envious to- 
wards all : becaufe it is for a Pleafure, which all 
but tbemfelves may enjoy. Deformed Perfons zijp 
deprived only of Beauty and Strength, and there* 
fore thofe alone are to be deemed the extra* 
ordinary Motives to their Envy; for they caq 
jio more be beautiful or ftrong, 'than Eunuchs be 
fHCcefsful Lovers. As to myfelf, whatever Sparks 
of Envy might be in my Conftitution, they are now 
entirely extinguifhed ; for, by frequent and ferious 
Reflc6ition, I have long been convinced of the fmall 
Value of moft Things which Men value the moft. 

There is another Paffion to which deformed Per- 
fons feem to be more expofed, than to Envy; 
which is Jealoufy ; for being confcious that they 
are lefs amiable than others, they may naturally fuf- 
peft, that they are lefs beloved. I have the Happi- 
nefs to fpeak this from Conjeflure, and not from 
Experience; for it was my Lot, many Years ago, 
to marry a young Lady, very pioufly educated, and 
of a very diftinguiflied Family, and whofe Virtues 
^e an Honour to her Family, and her Sex ; fo that 
I had never any Trial of my Temper ; and can only 
guefs at it by Emotions I have felt in my younger 
I>ays ; when Ladies have been more liberal of their 
Smiles to thofe, whom I thought in every refpe^l, 
but Ferfon, my Inferior* • 

The 
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The moft ufeful Inference from dl this to a (te«^ 
formed Perfon, is to be upon his Guard againft thofc 
Frailties to which he is more particularly expofed ; 
and to be careful, that the outward Frame do not 
diftort the Soul, [i] Orandum eft^ let us pray, fayfi 
yuvefialy utjk mens /ana in corporefanoy for a found 
Mind in a healthy Body ; and every deformed Perfon 
ihould add this Petition, ut Jit mens reSia in corp9re 
eurvoy for an upright Mind in a crooked one. And 
let him frequently apply to himfelf this Article of 
Self-examination, [kj Lenior (^ melior fisy accedente 
fineSfa ? as Age approaches, do your Temper and 
Morals improve? It is a Duty peculiarly incumbent; 
for if Beauty adds Grace to Virtue itfelf. Vice muft 
be doubly hideous in Deformity. 

Ridicule and Contempt are a certain Confequence 
of Deformity; and therefore what a Per(bn cannot 
avoid, he ihould learn not to regard. He Ihould 
bear it like a Man ; forgive it as a Chriftian ; and 
confider it as a Philofopher. And his Triumph will 
be complete, if he can exceed others in Plcafantry 
on himfelf. Wit will give over, when it fees itfelf 
cut-done ; and fo will Malice, when it finds it has 
no £fFe£t : And if a Man's Behaviour afford no 
CaMfe of Contempt, it will fall upon thofe, who 
condemn him without Caufe. It fometimes hap-ii* . 
pens, that Perfons, with whom I have a flight Ac- 
quaintance, will take notice of me on fome Daysjr 
and overlook me on others ; well knowing that they 

[i] Sat, X. [k] Hon Ep. ii. 1. a. 
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ought to treat one of my Shape, with the preclfe 
Degree of Ceremony, which fuits their prefent Hu- 
mour, Twill not fay, this is a Pleafure ; but I cart 
truly fay, it is no Mdrtification. It excites in me 
no Refentment, but only Speculation, And, not able 
to find out a very good Reafon for their Behaviour^ 
I endeavour to find as good a one as I can, I confi- 
der with mvfelf, what it is which makes them at that 
Junfture of fuch particular Importance to them- 
felves ; and afk myfelf many Queftions of this Sort. 
Is his Father dead ? Has he written a Play ? Has 
he dined with my Lord Mayor ? Has he made a 
Speech ? Has he been prefented at Court ? Has he been 
fpoke to at a Levee ? Has he a new Equipage, or 
Title ? Has he had a good Run ? Has he got a Place ? 
Is he going: to marry a Fortune ? Has he been con- 
gratulated on the Performance of his French Cook, 
or his French Taylor ? Is he reckoned a Man of 
Tafte ? Is he admitted of fFhiie'^s, or of the Royal 
Society ? — Such are the Topicks of my Speculations; 
and, though I am a Perfon of no great Penetration, 
I fometimes hit on the right Caufe. 

Fine Cloaths attraft the Eyes of the Vulgar j and 
therefore a deformed Perfon fhould not affume thofe 
borrowed Feathers, which will render him doubly 
ridiculous. He could fcarce expofe bimfelf more by 
dancing at Court, than by appearing the fineft there 
on a Birth-day. Ever fince I have arrived at Years 
•of Difcretion, I have worn a plain Drcfs ; which, 
for near thirty Years, has been of the fame grave 
Cplour 3 and which I find not the Icaft Inclination 

to 
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to alter. It would be monftrous in me to beftow 
any Ornament on aPerfon, which is incapable of it; 
' and fhould I appear in Lace or EmBror<Jery, my 
Friends might affign it as no unreafonable Pretencfe 
for a Commiffion of Lunacy again ft me.— I can 
fcarce forbear digreffing on this Subjeft, when I 
reflecft, what Numbers, who (hould know better, fet 
a Value upon thefe Trifles, which arc jfit Amufe- 
ments only for Children, If they are pleafed with 
the Finery only ; they are no better than Children.. 
If it is to gain Refpeft ; fuch Refpeft muft come from 
the Vulgar, and not from Men of Senfe. Is it to 
(hew their Quality ? it does not, for even Apprentices 
are fine. Is it to be an Evidence of their Riches ? 
It is not J for the mbft necefiltous are fineft, as Tay- 
lors know to their Coft. Do their Figure or Repu- 
tation depend^ on their Drefs ? then they are en- 
tirely in the hand of the Taylor. He is the Engi- 
neer to guard and defend them ; the God to fave or 
deftroy. Do they drefs. to plea fe the Ladies ? that 
IS the moft reafonable End ; yet very few of them 
•but are wifer than to be taken with the Coat inftead 
of the Man ; and what can be taking in a Man, 
who invades their Province, and appears by his 
Aftions to be one of them ? — If it is a Lady that is 
fond of Finery ; I afk her why ? If (he is a Beauty, 
(he wants no Ornament ; if plain, (he cannot be 
transformed. Her Drefs indeed may enliven her 
Poet's Fancy, and fave him a Journey to the Sun 
and Stars for his Similies and Alliifions. If the 
Lady had not put on her Finery, v^pe*** ght have 
loft this polite and ingenious Stanza :■ 

The 
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TV adorning thee with fo much Art 

Is but a barbarous Skill : 
*Tis like the poifoning of a Dartj 

Too apt before to kilL 

Every Mother (like her in [/] Juvenal) hath prayed 
in the Temple of y'enus for the moft cxquifite Beauty 
in her Children, But fince the Goddefs hath been 
thus deaf and unkind, I cannot advife any one of my 
ScSt to be her profefled Votary ; for (he will be as 
little propitous to his Wiflies, as Ihe was to his 
Mother's. Prayer. A Helen will run away with a 
Paris I but where is the Nymph that will liften to 
fuch a Corydon ? In vain will he fummon the Mufcs 
to his Aidy unaflifted as he is by the Graces. His 
[^ni] Sacharijfa^ Myra^ Qloe^ or Belinda^ may, per- 
haps, tickle her Ear, but will never touch her Heart ; 

[«] Not TVords alone ple^fe her. 
Or if (as [tf] TValler expreffes it) her high PriiHe 
fhould defcend to mark his Follies, it is the greateft 
'Honour he can expecS: ; unlcfs, in a merry Mood, 
flie fhould take it into her Head to treat him like [pj 
Falftajf^ or Squire Slender. He will be the choiceft of 
Cupid's April Fooh ; and I will not fay an egregious 

[/ j Formam opt^t modico pueris, majore puellis 

Murmure, cum Veneris fanum vidct anxia matcr. 
Ufque ad delicias votorum. Sat. x. 

[m] Sacbariffa belongs to Waller^ Myra to Lanjdt/ivn, Qloe to Prior, 
and Belinda to Pope, 

[«] Milton's Paradiie loft. Book viii. 

[o] In his Poan on>Love. 

[py Merry Wives of Windfor, 
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Afs', but Camd, to beal^ his Burthens. But let 
this be fome Confolation to him, that, wh'ilc he is 
hot fufFered to regale oh the Sweets of the H.ive^ he 
is fecured from its Sting. 

• . • 

Bilt, not to make ugly Perforis out of Love with 
tbemfelves, I' will now exhibit fome Advantages 
arifing from Deformity. 

Inftead oFrepiniiig, a deformed Perfon ought to 
be thankful to Providence for giving him fuch a 
Guard to his Virtue and Repofe; Thoufands are 
daily ruined by a handfome Perfon ; for Beauty is a 
Flower5 that every one wants to gather in its Bloom 
and fpare no Pains or Stratagem to reach it. All 
the Poetical Stories concerninor i^ have their Moral; 
A Helen occafions War and Confufion 2 The Hya^ 
tinths zn^Ganymedes are fcizedon for Catamites: The 
Endymions and Adonis for Gallants : Narcijfus caa 
admire nobody but himfelf ; and grows old before he 
is cured of that Paffibn. Who is a Stranger to the 
iStory of Lucreti'ii killing herfelf for her violated 
Chaftity ? or of Virginia killed by her Father to prcr 
ferve it ? In thofe Circumftances, fays [^] yuvanaly 
fhe might ivilh to change Perfons with Rutila, the 
bnly Lady I knOw, among the Ancicfnts, celebrated 
for a Hump-back. The [r] handioiiicft Men arc 

[y] Sedl vetat optan raclem Lmctetia, qualam 

Ipfa habuit. Cupcrct Rutilar Virginia gi^bum 
Acciperc, atque fuam Rudlae dare.— Sit. x» 

[rj NuUus ephebnm 

Deformem fxva. ciiftravit in area tyranjiusi 
Nee prxtextatum rapuif Nero lorlpiJ-jm, rice 
•Struuaoram, at^^ut; utcro oarlrcr g.bboqus lurr.?nturr.t U'iJ* 

Vol. I. K ch;jica 
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chofen for Eunuchs and Gallants; and when thef 
are hatched in cxercifing the laft Funftion both 
[s] Horace and Juvenal inform you of the Penalties 
and Indignities they undergo. Silius [/] was con- 
verted, by the infatiable Mejjalinaf Into a Hufband ; 
and Sporus^ by the Monftcr [«] Nero, into a Wife. 
The laft-mentioncd ?oet fhews, that praying for 
Beauty is praying for a Curfe; and [x] Perfius re-* 
fufes to join in fuch a Prayer ; and have not I reafbn 
to thank my Stars, that have placed me more out of 
Danger, than even Virtue could ; for that could not 
guard a [j?] Jofephy an [2 J Hippolytus^ a Bellerophon^ 
and others,, againfl: the Revenge of flighted Love. 

[t] Hie fe praccipiteffl te/lo dcrfit : illc flagellis 
Ad motem cafus : fugiens hie deeidit acrem 
Frsedonum in turbam : dcdit htc pro corporc numraos i 
Hunt perminxerunt calones : quincllani illud , 

Accidit, ut cuidam teiles eaudamque f;ilacem 
Demcteret ferrum. '■ ' Hor. Sat. ii. 1. 1. 

— — Quofdam machos &• mugilis intrat. Juv. iht 

[t\ — Optimus hie & formofiflimus idem 
Geritis Patricixrapitur mifer extjnguendui 
MefTalinae oculis. — Juv, Sat. x. 

£«] Suetonius, 

[x\ Hunc optcnt gcnerum Rex Sc Regina : puell« 
Hunc rapiant : quicquid cakaverit hie, rofa fiat 
Aft ego nutrici non mando vola ; ncgato 
Jupiter haecilli. Pcrf. Sat. ii. 

[y^ Gen. ch. xxxix. 

£;?;] ■■ Quid profuit olim 

Hippolyto grave propofitum ? Quid Bellerophont} 
Erubuit nempc haec, feu faftiditarcpulsa : 
Nee Sthenobaa minus quam CreiTa excanduit, & fe 
C'jncuflerc amb*e. Juv. Sat. x« 

Another 
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/ Another great Advantage of Deformity is, that it 
fends to the Improvemeht of the^ Mind. A Man^ 
that cannot fliine in his Perfon, will have recourfe 
to his Undcrftanding 5 and attempt to adorn that 
Part of him, which alone is tajiable of Ornament 5 
when his Ambition prompts him to begins with 
Coivby^ to aik himfelf this (^eftion. 

What Jhdll I do to he for eher inowrti 
Ahd make the Age to come my own ? 

Dii lodkihg atout him, he will find many Avehiiei 
to the Temple df Fame barred againft him; but 
fome areftill open through that of Virtue ; and thofe^ 
if he has a right Ambition, he will moft probably 
attempt to pafs. The more a Man is una&ive in his 
Perfon, the more his Mind will be at work ; and the 
Time which others fpehd inA6tion, he will pafs in 
Study and Contemplation ; by thefe he may acquire 
Wifdom, and by Wifdom, Fame. The Name of 
Socrates is as much founded, as tho(c of Alexander 
and Cafar j and is recorded in much fairer Charac- 
ters., He gained renown by Wifdom and Goodnefs; 
They by Tyranny and Oppreffion : He by inftruft- 
ing ; They by deftroying Mankind : and happy it is, 
that their evil deeds were confined to their Lives i 



Vt Praetum mulier pei-fida crcdulum 
Falfis impulerit crininibus^ nimid 
Cafto Bejlerophonti 

Maturare fMcem, refert, 
Karrat pcne datum Pelea Tartaro, 

MagncfTem Hippolytcndum fugit abflinens. 

Hon Od. Tii. I. 3« 
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while he continues to inftruft us to this Day.- A 
deformed Perfon will naturally confider. Where his 
Strength and his Foible lie ; and as he is well ac-' 
quainted with the laft, he will eafdy find out thcf 
iirft and muft know, that (if it is any where) it is 
not, like Sampfott'sj in the Hair ; but muft be in the 
Lining of the Head. He will fay to himfelf, I am 
weak in Perfon ; unable to ferve my Country in the 
Field ; I can acquire no military Glory ; but I may, 
like Socrates^ acquire Reputation hy Wifdom and 
probity ; let me therefore be wife and honeft^ My 
FigUr6 is very bad ; and I fliould appear but ill as an 
Orator, either in the Pulpit or at the Bar ; let me 
therefore pafs my Time in my Study, either in read- 
ing what may improve myfelf, or in writing what 
may entertain or inftrudt others. 1 have not the 
Strength of Hercules ; nor can I rid the World of 
.fo many Monfters j but perhaps I may get rid of 
fomd myfelf. If I cannot draw out Cacus from his 
Den, I may pluck the Villain from my own Breaft^ 
I cannot cleanfe the Stables of Augeas ; but I may 
cleanfe my own Heart from Filth and Impurity.: I 
may demolifh the Hydra of Vices within me ; and 
fhould be careful too, that while I lop off one f //], 
I do not fuffer more to grow up in its ftead. Let me 
be ferviceablc in any way that I can ; and if I am fo, 
it may, in fome mcafure, be owing to my Deformi« 
ty. Which at leaft ftiould be a reftralnt on my Con- 
duel:, left my Conduct make mcmore deformed. 

W Qii^^ ^^ exempts ju vat fpinis dc plurilius una ? 

Hor. Ep, ii, I. 2, 

Few 
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I 

Few Perfons have a Houfe entirely to their 
Mind J or the Apartments in it difpofed as they 
could wifli. And there is no deformed Perfon, who 
does not wifti that his Soul had a better Habitation ; 
which is fometiqiies not lodged according to its 
Quality. Lord Clarendon fays of Sir Charles Cavendijb 
(Brotiier to the Marquis of Newcaftle) that he was 
a Man of the nobleft and largeft Mind, though of 
the leaft and moft inconvenient Body, that lived* 
And every body knows, th^t the late Prince of 
Orange had many amiable Qualities. Therefore, in 
Tuftice to fuch Perfons, I muft fuppofe that they did 
not repine, that their Tenements were not in a more 
regular Style pf Architefture, And let every de-^ 
formed Perfon comfort himfelf with reflefting, that 
though bis Soul hath not the moft convenient and 
beautiful Apartment, yet that it is habitable ; that 
the Accommodatioii will ferve in an Inn upon the 
Road ; that he is but Tenant for Life, or (morq 
properly) at Will ; and that, while he remains iii 
it, he is in a State to be envied by the Peaf, the 
Dumb, the Lame, J^nd the Blind. 

When I die, I care not-what becomes of the con- 
temptible Carcafe, which is the Subje6l of this EiTay, 
I wonder at the Weaknefs of fome of the old Patri- 
archs, that provided burying Places, that their Bones 
might be gathered to their Fathers. Doth one Clod 
of Earth delight in the Neighbourhood of another ? 
pr is there any Converfation in the Grave ? It muft 
have bgen a Joke in Sir Samugl Garths when he orr 

Jw 3 . dwc4 
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dered himfelf and Lady to be buried at Harroin^ o^ 
the Hill: One of his Strength of Mind could have 
no Superftition of that Sort. It is of no Confequenctt 
where the Body rots ; whether it rots immediately,. " 
or be preferved a few Years ; or whether it be de- 
voured by Birds or Beafts, or placed in a fumptuous 
Tomb. If a Man doth not provide himfelf a Monu-^ 
ment by his Aftions, and embalm his Memory iq 
Virtue ; the lying Marble will decay ; and then hia^ 
Memorial (even in that little Corner) will perifh ; 

^andoquidem datafunt ipfis quoquefatafepulchris \b']^ 

The Pharachs are ftplcn from their Pyramids ; and 
their Mummies difperfed through the World, only 
as idle Curipfities. And though the Pyramids axe 
XRorc durable than common Sepulchres; yet their 
Hiftory is already unknown ; and theymuft, in the 
End, undergo the fame Fate. Mr. Addifon [c'\ admires^ 
the Humanity of Cyrus [ox x^^thtr oi Xenophon) in 
ordering his Body to be buried in the Earth, that it • 
might be ufcful in manuring it. My Fle{h will af-i 
ford but little Manure ; but, in another Refpcft, my 
Carcafe may be of eminent Service to Mankind ; and 
therefore, if I fliould die inteftate, or not mention it 
in my Will, let the World take this as my dyiiig 
Heqiiefl:. As I have, for fome Years, been afflifted 
with the [^] Stone, and owe the Prefervation and 
Eafe of Life fmce to the continued taking of grea^ 
Quantities of Soap, 1 defire my Body to be ppenec^ 

[b^ Juv. Sat. X. [r] Spt^ator, Ko. 169. 

J^J 1 will here give a more ©articular Account of myfclf with regarcl. 
X^ that Difteropcr, which, Ihopj, m\\ ^e of more imm?difte Sei-vice, 

. *"4 



AN ESSAY. 135 

and examined by eminent Surgeons ; that Mankind 
may be informed of its EflFedt. And if a Stone 
fliould be found in my Bladder (as I imagine there 
will) I defire it may be preferved among Sir Hans 
JSloane^s Colleftion.-^— Until that Time comes, I 
hope to employ the little Remainder of Life in Pur- 
fuits not unbecoming a rational Creature. 

M7 G A S E. 

FOR many Years red Sand conftantly came 
from me, without Pain or Inconvenience. A- 
boutnine Years ago I began to be uneafy ; and before 
twelve Months had paffed, was fo much out of or- 
der, that I could no longer ride ; the Motion of a 
Coach grev(r infupportable ; and that of a Chair or 
Walking, wa^ generally attended with bloody Water. 

Th Regimen. 

I took Mrs. Stephens's Medicine in the folid Form 
three Ounces a Day for about five Years ; when I 
changed it for the fame Quantity of Caftile Soap ; 
which, about a Year fince, I reduced to two Ounces ; 
and lately to one Ounce, with about a Pint of Lime- 
water mixt with Milk j being willing to regain my 
Liberty as far as is confiftent with Eafe and Safety. 
This Regimen I have inceffantly purfued, except 
fome few Days that I have purpofely omitted it, to 
pbferve the Confequenccs of fuch Omiffion. 

K4 Thi 
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4 

The EfeSfs. 

Whllft I purfue this Regtmen, I never difchargo 
^-eJ Sand ; whenever I omit it for a few Days, I con- 
ftantly do. By a fteddy Perf*everance in it, my par- 
ticular Complaint has been gradually diminifhed ; 
and my Health, in general, improved. I l;)elieve I 
could now ride, though I have not tried, I feldom 
feci any Uneafmefs in a Coach ; and when I do, it 
is inconfiderable : though fomctimes (but very rare- 
ly) it is attended with bloody Water. And the Mo- 
tion of a Chair or Walkinpj do not affeft me. In 
ftiort, I have exchanged Pain for Eafe, and Mifery 
for Comfort ; and had it 'not been for this Medicine 
I fhould not have been now alive to have told ipy 
Story, 

My Conclufions are thefe: 

1. Mrs. Stephens* 5 Medicine, or Caftile Soap, arc 
fafe Remedies; and •three Ounces may be taken 
every Day for Years together (and, probably, during 
Life) witnout any ill Confequence. 

2. That Health in general will improve by their 
TJfe ; for by their cicanfing Quality, I imagine^ 
they better prepare the Stomach for pigeftion> and 
the Jntefliiies for Chylification, 

3. They are Preventives of the Stone ; either by 
hinderinrr the Generation or Formation of thofe Pa- 
{jcjes of which it is compofed, or by facilitating the 

pifchargQ 
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Difcharge of them before Concretion. And I am 
perfuaded, that, by taking them, Perfons who haye 
not that Diftemper, will be fecured from it ; and 
thofe who have it, from growing worfe. And if, on 
lefTening my Quantity, 1 again find the Appearance 
of re4 Sand, 1 will increafe it again to s^ Quantity 
fufficient to prevent it. 

4. They are Lithontriptics. Of this I have often 
had ocular Proof ; and the difcharged Fragments are 
fpftened, and their Parts more eafily feparated. 

5. They are Lenitives, where the Stone is not en- 
tirely difcharged ; fo that when a complcat Cure i^ 
not obtained, Eafe may, as I have happily expe-r 
rienced. But from what Caufe this proceeds, le(: 
Phyficians enquire ^nd determine. 

* 

I believe Men fcarce differ fo much in the Temr 
per of their Bodies, as of their Minds ; and though 
many Cafes may be very unlike my own, I am perl 
fuaded, that a regular Ufe of this Medicine would, 
for the moft Part, be as beneficial to others as to 
myfelf. Peffons, ^yith whom it difagrecs, ip other 
Refpedls, are excluded from this Benefit; as the 
Intemperate are from the Benefit of this or any 
other Medicine. 

I have, for a long Cqurfe of Years, abftained 
from all ftrong Liquors ; but drink every thing that 
is fmajl. I can eat any thing, but not much 5 and 
like the moft common Diet beft. I prefer moft 
things to FJeih \ and of Fleih the whiteft. I never 

^tered 
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altered my common Diet on Account of this Medi* 
cine ; or the Times of my Meals, which have ever 
been very irregular. I have always taken an Ounce 
at a time ; fometimes before, fometimes at, and 
fometimes after. Meals ; and I have often made ^ 
, Meal of the Medicine itfelf, only with a Glafs of 
fmall Liquor (of any Sort) and a little Bread, which / 
I have always taken with it. I generally took tho 
thr^ Ounces at proper Intervals j and fometimes at 
very fhort ones. This Medicine has always agreed 
V^ith me j and I never once felt it on my Stomach, 
or any ether Inconvenience from it. And I think 
k my Duty to omit no Opportunity of publifjiing 
its Virtues to the World. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

SINCE I finiflied this Fffay, I am in doubt 
whether I ought not to change the Title. For 
I have heard of a very ingenious Performance, called 
^he Anahfis of Beauty^ which proves inconteftably, 
that it confifts in Curve Lines : I congratulate my 
Fraternity ; and hope, for the future, the Ladies 
l/ill efteem them Dci Beaux Gordons. 
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I Wonder, that in the firft Edition of this Eflay, 
I forgot to mention fome Inconveniences I fuffer 
of a very grievous Nature ; and which have a Right 
^o a Place in Pages 102 and 103 of this Edition. 

When I am in a Coach with a Fair Lady, I am 
hid by Silk and Whale^bone. When I fit next her. 
at Table, my Arm is fo pinioned, I can neither help 
her nor myfelf. We are deprived of the Pleafure of 
feeing each other ; and flie would fcarce know I was 
there, if flie did not fometimes hear me under her 
Wing. I am in Purgatory on the Confines of Pa- 
radife, I therefore beg one Favour, and which flie 
may grant with Honour ; that (fince I defpair of 
fupplantrng her [e] Lap-dog) fhe will allow me a 
Cufhion to. raife me above fuch Misfortunes. 

[e] N. B. Many Ladies fay, that Sbcck is as ugly a Cur as myfelf, 
and unworthy of his Poft. But nothing fo difrcfpeftful fhall eve^* 
f (cape n^e ; left it would oft'end, or be thought the Envy of a Rival,* 
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Humbly addrelTed to the 

ROYAL sociErr-, 

INWHICH 

Is proved, by moft Inconteftable Evidence, 
drawn from Reafon and Praftice, that a 
Woman may conceive, and be brought to 
Bed, without any Commerce with Man* 

Ore oTmtes vtrfa in Zepiyros flant rupihis altis^ 
Exceptautque kves auras^ et fapefine ullis 
Conjugiis *vento grofvida (mirabiU diSlu) 
Saxa per^ etfcopulos et depreffas convalles 
Diffugiunt^ &c. ViRG. Georgic. ill^ 

Cur ego defperem fieri fine conjuge mater ^ 
£t parere intaSo^ dummodo cafta^ *viro f 

Ovid. Faft, v» 

Ofi as other Author ^fing^ 

7 he frolic Wind that hreathes the S fringe 

Zephyr ivith Aurorz playing. 

As he met her once a Mt^ingy 

Tilled her ivith thee a Daughter fair , 

So huxom^ blithe^ and dehonnair, 

Milton's L*AlIegro. 

- - — ■ 

Firtt Printed in 1 750. 
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GENTtEMfiV, 

TH E great Encouragement you (hew to all 
learned Inveftigations of Nature (witnefs 
thofe excellent Treatifes publiflied every 
Year in your Philofophical TranfaSions) emboldens 
me to lay before you a Difcovery, which, I believe, 
is entirely new, and which I am fure will equal any 
thing that has been offered to the World fincc Phi- 
lofophy has been a Science. Excufe my Prefump- 
tion, and forbear your Cenfures, till you have read 
my Narrative, No lefs than fifteen Years of my 
Life have been fpent ia bringing this Arcanum to a 
Maturity, and when both Theory and Praftice had 
confirmed me in it, my firft Thoughts inclined me 
to go over into France^ and put up for the Prize at 
Bonrdeaux^ where Philofophers (hew Problems, as 
Gardeners do Carnations at a Florift's Feaft, But 
confidcring with tnyfelf, that your illuflrious Society 

might. 



H4 nA LETTiER TO TfiS 

hiight, probably^ efteem yourfelf afFronted, if yotf 
iiad not the Maidenhead of my Secret, and at thd 
fame time difdaining to come in Competition witli 
the lower Race of Philofophers, who write about 
Tides and Eclipfes, and Laws of Gravitation, the 
trivial Amufements of idle Speculatifts, and AIma« 
hack-makers ! 1 fay, out of Reverence for your 
eminent Body, and fome Degree of Pride in Con-^ 
jundion, I refplved to appeal at once to the Public^ 
and more particularly to addrefs myfelf to your Wor- 
ships. Not to keep you any longer in Sufpenfe, I have 
fqund.out, and am going to prove, by moll incon-^ 
teftable Evidence, that a Woman may conceive, and 
be brought to Bed, without any Commerce with 
Man. This, Gentlemen, I dare fay, you will al- 
low to be a very wonderful Difcovery ; and thougli 
I might eafily fatisfy People of your penetrating In- 
fight into the Works of Nature, with a mer6 phy- 
fical Account of human Seed, and the Anatomy of 
a Female Womb : yet, as I am to combat the Sim- 
plicity of the Ignorant, and the Prejudices of the 
Preverfe, I will defcribe at large what firlbfuggefted 
this Thought to me, and how I proceeded after- 
wards from Conjefture to Demonftration. 

The Lot which Providence affigned me in Life^ 
was to pra£life Phyfick in a Country Town ; tcJ 
whichi united the fifteriy Science of Man-Midwifry. 
And though it ill becomes anyone to boaft of his own 
Merit, yet I will venture to afierf, that, in the 
Courfe 6f my Praftice, I have helped near as frianjr 
People into the World as ever I4ie)pcd out 6f it 5 

which 
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, which rendered my Fame fo great foirobftetric Ope- 
rations, thati engroffed the Cuftom of all the Breed- 
ing Women in the fruitftil County of — -r . But 

not to trouble you with more p( my private Hiftory 
than is neceflary, as I was fitting alone one After- 
noon, fmoking my Poflmeridian Pipe, I received a 
MefTage from a neighbouring Gentleman, informing 
me that his Daughter was dangeroufly ill, and defir- 
irtg my immediate Attendance. When I was ar- 
rived, and had examined the young Lady concerning 
her Complaints, I was furprifed to find in her all the 
Symptoms of Pregnancy ; but as I know very well 
how tenderly Ladies value their Reputations, even 
after they have loft them, I withdrew the Father afide 
into a feparate Room, for the Sake of Privacy, and 
there, with great Concern, told him what my Office 
obliged me to declare ; that his Daughter was appa- 
rently with Child, and very near the Time of her 
Labour. The old Gentleman was ftruck with Hor- 
ror at the News $ and immediately ruihing into the 
Chamber, upbraided both his Wife and Daughter in 
the bittereft Terms, for concealing fo important a. 
Secret from him, and bringing fuch a Difgrace on 
the Family, The young Lady turned up a Face of 
inexpreffible Innocence and Amazement, and imme- • 
diately fainted away into her Mother's Arms. *Tis 
ofually obferyed, I know, that all Profeffions, which 
delight in Blood, from the Phyfician down to the 
Butcher (who are employed todtiburthen Nature of 
her Numbers, left the Worid ftiould grow too po- 
pulous) outlive the Senfations of Humanity, and ne- 
ver fuffer their Minds to be interrupted with Pity ; 
VoU I. L but 
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but HlbugTi I h&d: teen long u(ed tb the Sight of Mi- 
fdry/aif&hidlc^uii'cd^afiifficient Conftancy of Fea- 
tiiiys;' • there wa$ Tomethiifig in the Scene before me 
t6o pbwcrfulfor Cuftotn J and I really found my felf 
inclining to. compa£dn« But the good old Lady 
fopn put a Stop to thcfe Wdmahijfh EffloHolis x)f my 
Sbiriti^fallih^ "upon'me wftl)^ thtJ mbft olitrigeous 
AbiljfeV for'-^r/;i(f "/tf- ajpkp U[f 'Daaghi^PrRapw 

titk'h hi^arufiJbifyuffiirify' Maniii'K viwlng'?/ was 

ccfiihi, hi^ it'wii^i/ui Ri/itiimentr T> all Which I 
replie(f J >/Vth iotfefe' Acrirtibiiy, rthat I Was not ufcd 
to be treated Awith fuch Lahguafee, thsir I knew very 



Leave ; artJl fq making a Bdw^, 1 lefd the f aniily to 
crow ciliji at lei{*ure ; not douttTrig bUlJrfhouVcl have 
a fcconcj Summons, when they had reafbned them- 
felves into T^emper^ Accordmgiy a Chariot came to 
fetch me thie niki inorriiiig'; ' ah'd though' thi^^^other 
cbuld hardlybrtdle in Ij^r Paffion,"and the young 
Lady protefted every- Moment flip : was innocent, 
Afftir^ w6^e/uoW/too fai; advanced tp be concealed ; 
and about Five in the Afternoon, I conduced into 
th^ mrfd W^ IfetJri YAifi^^ Whofe Evi- 




continiied tp njake the faipe ^arq^ft Declarations to 
alt who vifited her ; and ofte Day, as I was fitting; 
alone with her, after flie was pretty well recovered 

from 
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. fjrom the Shock ofJier Delivery^- fhercawght me haftily 
by the Hand,. and wrrth;many Tears; and. many Af- 
feverations of Innocence^ begged of: Heaven to blaft 
her immediately with Lightning,, if cycr^ihe had 
known a Man. Such.^arjtteft Protcftationjj.delivered 
with fuch an Air of Truth, ;^d accompanied with 
fo many nlovihg Tears, wrought upon me fo ftrongly, 
that^ Iknewnothow^ T found' my feirftrangely in- 
clined to Believe her, even agaihft theRfemonftrances 
of Reafon and Experiente. Full oP what (he had 
faid, I returtied Home in a very thougKtftil Mood, 
^nd continued uneafy* and pei^exed for- a great 
, while I till one Day happening to take up Mr, 
Woollajien^s- Religion ef Nature delineated^ I fell ac- 
cidentally upon a Pkflagc, which ftruck fuch a fud- 
den Light on my Imagination, that I {hall beg Leave 
to quote it at large^ as the Ground-work and 
Foundation of my whole Syftem, 

That great ?hilo(opher difputing-whcther human 
Souls are traduced from* Parents, to their Children, 
or fupernaturally conveyed into the Fiaetus at the 
Time of its Birth ('which is a very worthy Subjcft 
of philoibphic Enquiryj bccaufe impoffible to be de- 
termined^ and much a-kin to that l^rned Difquifi- 
fion of old, [^] whether Eggs or theChickenjin them 

[a'\Cefifprlnm (tiyv, inany of thft old Phibfophers aHerted the Eter- 
nity of the World upon this excellent invincible Argument, ''quod 
** negent omnino poffe reperiri, avefne ante an ova generata iint ; 
*' cum* et ovum Gnt ave^ et avis fine ovo" gi'gni nofl< pollit.** Thii 
xnterefting Queftioro was «nce much agitated;^ as may be feen by A/4- - 
erohius and Plutarch ^ who calls it to kno^ii y^ mWit t^fiHyfAulti tfXf 
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are firft created) in the fifth.Seflion of his incompa- 
rable Work, has the following remarkable Paflage : 
^^ If then the Semina, out of which Animals are pro- 
^^ ducedy are (as I doubt not) Animalcula already 
^' formed ; which being diftributed about, efpecially 
*< in fome opportune Places, are taken in with Ali-^ 
^' ment, or perhaps the very Air j being feparated in 
'^ the Bodies of Males, by Strainers proper to every 
^^ Kind, and then lodged in their feminal Veflels, do 
^^ there receive fome kind of Addition and Influence ; 
^' and then being transferred into the Wombs of the 
*' Females, are there nourifhed more plentifully,, ?ind 
^* grow too big to be longer confined : I fay, if this 
•' be the Cafe, tfc." And again : " I cannot Kut 
*• conclude that there are Animalcula of every Tribe 
*• originally formejj by the Almighty Parent, to be 
^' the Seed of all future Generations ; and it is cer- 
tain the Analogy of Nature in other Inftances, and 
microfcopical Obfervations, do ftronglyabet what 
** I have faid."— Thefe are the Words of the great 
and learned Mr. WnUafton ; which I had no fooner 
read, than J was ihftandy thrown into a Riveriiy and 
began to l«fle& with myfelf, that, if fuch little Em- 
bryos or Animalcula are fo difperfed about, and 
taken in at the Mouth with Air or Aliment ; and if 
nothing more is required than a certain hot Bed for 
them to dilate and expand themfelves, till they grow 
too big to be longer confined, after the Manner of 
Seeds in a Cucumber-Frame : I fay> if this be the 
whole Myftery of Generation (and Experiment has 
fince fully convinced me that it is fo) I b^un to 
queftion, why might not the Foetus be as conjipietcly 

hatched 
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hatched in the feminal Veflels of the Woman, as 
when it pafles through the Organs of both Sexes ? 
Why'fhould the Animalculum, or little Animal, go 
fuch a tedious Progrefs, make fuch a round-about 
Tour, when there is fo much nearer a Road, fo much 
Ihorter a Cut into Day-light ? As to what the great 
Philofopher mentions of Strainers in the Bodies of 
Males, that was plainly owing to his Want of Skill in 
Anatomy ; and the only Doubt now remaining with 
me was, whether Animalcula did realty float about 
in the Air, and Aide down the Throat as he defcribed, 
for I had been ufed to think they were originally 
lodged in the Loins of the Males : But if Mr. IVool^ 
laJiorCs Hypothefis could beproved, the Confequence^ 
I thought, would then beeafy and undeniable. Here 
again I was at a Stand \ all before me was Darknefs 
and Doubt ; I knew not if there were any fuch 
Animalcula, or, if there were, I fuppofed them'too 
fmall to be difcovered by the naked Eye; and though 
perhaps they mi^t be difcemable with the Help of a 
Microfcope, y^ I knew not where to feek for thofe 
opportumPlacis^ hinted at by ^e great Metaphyfician. 

Tn this fecond Perplexity, Fortune again ftept in 
to my Affiftance, and my Doubts were unriddled 
by the following Paflage in FirgtTs Georgicks • 

On omtus 'uhfie in Ziphyro \fiant rupihus altisi 
Exc^tantqut leva auras ; et /apt fine ullis 
Cofyugiis vento grmnda (mirabile diStu) 
Saxa per etfcopuhs et deprejfas Cotwalles 
Diffugiwu ; m», Eure^ tms^ neque $»lis ad ortui 
In Bartam Caurumpte^ out wide mgerrimus Aufier 
NafcitUTp etplifvip comriftatfrigvrecaJwn. 

L 3 thus 
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my bcft Microfcope, plainly difcerned them to be 
little Men and Women, exafl: in all their Limbs and 
Lineaments, and ready to offer themfelves little 
Candidates for Life, whenever they ihould happch 
to be imbibed with Air or Nutriment, and conveyed 
down into the Veffels of Generation. 

After this firft Succefs in my Undertaking, I con- 
tinued to make Experiments of various Kinds, too 
tedious to be related, for a whole Year, till I had at 
length fully cftablifhed the Doftrine of Winds and 
Embryos ; and I find that as other Infects are ufually 
brought by an Eafterly Wind, your Human IvfeSfs 
are always wafted from the oppofite Quarter ; the 
Swarms of both appear like Blights to the naked 
Eye ; and both feem deftinedi to much the fame En4 
of Ex\&cncc^ fruges c$nfumiri natij born to confume 
the Fruits of the Ground. , 

Oftentimes, while I was viewing them through 
my Glafs, my Imagination would turn romantic upon 
the Subjeft, and reprefent to me the great Variety of 
Fortune thefe Infe£b mijght go through, whenever 
they fhould happen to be called out into DayJight, 
I faid in my Mind, this little Reptile may be an 
AUxandtr^ that a Faujlina^ another a 7«//)r, and 
another a Mountebank ; and I was flruck with Ad- 
miration to coniider how many Heroes, and^Pa-> 
trlots, and Legiflators, and Monarchs, were now 
contained on a Sheet of Paper, whofe great Souls, in 
Time to come, may make them efteem the whole 
World too CQnfined a Scene for their Ambition. I 

imembcred 
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l^emembered the Sarcafm of Juvenal^ as true before 
Life as after Death, Expende AnnibaUm^ &c. . and I 
repeated^ with a kind of E)nthufiafm, thofe excellent 
Lines in Dr. Garth's Difpenfary i 

Notvjhe unfolds the faint and dawning Strife 

Of infant At^ms kindling into Life 5 

Htnv thi dim Speck of Entity began 

7? extend its recent Form^ and Jir etch to Man ; 

To bow minute an Origin we owe 

Young hvxokon^CTtfzTy and the greatli^t^^xx. 

But now the great Trial of all was come, which 
I believe, would have puzzled a whole College of 
Phy ficians, and fet at nought all the conful ting Powers 
of W—rW'^k Lane. The preparatory Points were 
eftablifbed to my entire Satisfaction, but whether 
Animalcula could be ripened into Exiftepce, hy^ 
pafling through the feminal .Veflels of a Woman 
only, was ftill a Queftion ; and how to make the 
Experiment, hie labor, illud opus. Very hard it was 
to know when a Woman had imbibed the neceflary 
Seed 3 and harder ftill to reftrain her from all Com- 
merce with Man, till the Experiment had Time to 
take EfFeA. If I made Choice of a married Womah, 
there the Difficulties were innumerable; or if I made \ 
Choice of a Maiden, Virginity has,' in all Ages, bcen^ 
efteemed a very brittle Ware ; and, I prefume, has'j 
not greatly mended its Nature of latter Dt0: S'oi 
times I thought of taking a Wife, over whor£l 
could ufurp an abfolute Authority, and Ipck her tip 
till the Day of her Labour ; but fearing fte IHig^ 
grow defperate, Wtei flic fliould find I hadho&Iy- 

^ miffiei 
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married her to try an Experiment upon her ; and at 
the fame Time grievoufly miftrufttng the Continu- 
ance of my- own AiFe6bion, after I had accomj>li(h9d 
my Ends, I difmified that Proje£l, and xefolved, 
after mucfr Perplexity, to hazard all upon. a^Cbam- 
bermaid^ According, , having ficft.perfuaded , the 
Girl (he was^ll, \ kzA JaMb Bibnun five Times 
over; -and then mixing up fome. Animaleula in^a 
Chymical Preparation, I adminiftered them to. her as 
a Dofe of Phyfick. Aftc which I difcardcd my 
Footmany and fufFered.ijonrala Creature^ in human 
Shape, to approach my Doors ; nay, fo, great 
▼/as my Caution- to have my Stratagem, fucceed, 
that I hardly permitted a Dog of theimafculine 
Gender to epter my Houfe^ . 

In about fix Months tt was very vifiWe'the Medi- 
cine had taken EfFeft; Sand let the Reader imagine, 
if he can, the Joy I felt, when firft I perceiv^ her 
begin to bourgeon: At the fame "time too a little 
Crreumftance happened, which heightened my Joy, 
anc put the Manner of her Conception beyond all 
Poflibility of Doubt. As I was fitting alone one 
Morning in my Study, ruminating on this great 
Event, the-Girl came in to me with Tears ih her 
Eyes, and having qbtained my Leave to afk a Qiie- 
ftion, entreated me eameftly to tell her,- «/^ /V was 
fajfihk to breed after three Years tT^hovt^ I gueflfed 
the Drift of her Queftion, yet, affefting ah' Air of 
Ignorance, and putting on a grave Phyficiati's Af- 
rc£^, I ordered her to be more explicit ; whereup9n 
^le proceeded, with frequent. Breaks, of Crying, jto 

• tell 
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tell me how much (he was aftonilhed at fome Symp- 
toms ; that Heaven €ihove kntiu' what was the Matter 
with her J but Jht verily believed herfelf a breedings and 
yttjhe evuld take her Bible Oeith^ Jhe had not Been^" 
been— been iouebedby^a Man for thefe three Years [^], 
So then, fiiid I, :with a fterner Countenance, and a 
Tone of Severity, You confefs ,then that about threq 

[^] Wheix I wrotfrth^i^ I hjMl notfeen a remarlcaUe Cafe pubUfhe4 
in the PbUofopbUal ^TranfaSfions of ^ptcmber, ©fa Woman, from 
-Vkhom a Fcetus was extrai^^d, that had been lodged thirteen Years in 
the F<ei//(9^Min Tubes, feat: from Riga by Dr» yamer Mounfyj Phyficiaii 
to the Caxiarin0^t.Aifi!^yg togother-with th^ Bones df the ikid Foetus, at 
a Prefcnt to the Royal S'ict^ty of London, The Woman, as wc are toli 
in that ingenious Treatife,was a Soldier's WSfe of Abo in Finland, of 
a middle Stature, who, being pregnant fop the third Time in the Year 
1730, was affliftcd With violent Pains and TSviftings of the Bowels, &c, '• 
and continued fic^ly.for ten Yeajs af tcrMrards, In the Month of Sep- 
temher 1741, flie pierced her Navel with an Avl, out of which ran a 
yellow coloured Watef, ^c. In the Month of June two fmall Bones 
came out, fifr. -anil in OElobet 1/42, <hc was taken in Hand by Dr. 
MfMnfey, and Mr. (7tf/r/^, Surgeon, whothurft a grooved Probe into the 
Fifiula, and made an Incilion with a Biftory, upwards and obliquely, 
from the Litea alba, into the Cavity of the A'Kiom:H\ but the Wo- 
man bcin^ unruly (as well flie might) an4 the Operation not going on 
accprding to the Do£h>r*s liking, he proceeded no further till the next 
I53y, ^f. At the nejt Operation the Incifion wais carried downwards ; 
but Care taken not to make the externa} Wound larger than needful, 

left the Omentum And Guts ihould fall out, ^c. In <hort. the Fetus 

^vas at length exfrafted' Piece-meal at feveral difficult Operations. 
Now comparing all thefe Circumftances together, itfeems reafonaWe 
to believe that.thi« Fruit never was in the Cavity of the Womb, but 
that the impregnated Ovum was ftopt \n its PaflTage through one of 
the Fallofian Tubes, where it grew and was detained fo many Years. 
Nothing: thcrcfbfe can be concluded fropi hence againft the Caufe I 
Jiave afTigned of my Maid\s Pregnancy (as a certain learned Gentle- 
|nan of the Royal Society, who communicated this Story to me, feem- 
cd to imagine) for the Cafes are very different j and the uncommon 
Delay of this Ftff/diif// Woman's Delivery was owing to tlie prjeter- 
natural Situation of the F^tus,. 

Ycara 
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Years ago, you was guilty of Incontlnency l-^Tes 
Sh-y replied (he, to be fun it would hi a Folly to deny 
it to a Man of your Learning^^to be fare I mujl con- 
fe/s that about three Tears agO'-^to befure^ Sir^ J was 
not quite fo goody Sir^ as I Aould have been, Sin^^ 
My laji Majiery Sir^ who was a Parfouy Siry^-God 
forgive him and me tco-^I am fure I have repented it 
a hundred TimeSy and I hofe he has done the fame-^ 
The courteous Reader, I hope, will pardon my de- 
scending to fuch low Particulars, which, I confefs, 
are beneath the Dignity of a Philofopher \ but as it 
very much concerns me, in an Affair of fuch Mo- 
ment and Importance to the World, to fliew how 
regularly and cautioufly I proceeded, it wasneceiFary 
to defcribe th« Girl's Simplicity as a froof of her 
' Honefty. Authors who write only for the Amufe-^ 
ment of Mankind, may choofe and omit Circum- 
ftances at their own Pleafure, according to the 
¥.\x\^oi Horace. 

— -^«^ 

Defperes traOctanitefcere poffeyrelinquas. 

But we who are uHfortunately tied down to Truth, 
muft write, as it were, in Fetters, and are obliged to 
ke<ep on in the direS Road, without the Privilege of 
turning afide to entertain ourfelves with Profpefts. 
Be it fViflicient, however, to fay, that at the nine 
Months End, the Girl was delivered of a chopping 
Boy, whom I have ever fmce educated as my own, 
in fpite of all the Calumny of the Neighbourhood ; 

and I cannot doubt, but, in Time, he will rife to 

ic a Judge or an Alderman. 

Thus, 



•;-' 
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Thus, Gentlemen of the R^yal Society^ I hopel 
have proved, in the moft inconteftable Manner, that 
a Woman ma;y conceive without any Commerce 
with Man ; that the World has been in an Error for 
fix thoufand Years, and, probably, would have con- 
tinued in it fik thoufand more, if I had not been born 
on purpofe to break through filly Prqudices of Edu- 
cation, and undeceiveMankind in fo material aPoint. 
Material I muft call it ; for how different is this from 
all the Difcoveries of Ifaac Newt$n the Star-gazer ! 
His, all of them, end in Speculation, but mine ex- 
tend to Pradice ; his ftre only calculated for the Pe- 
rufal of a few College-Pedants, but mine offer them- ' 
felves to the World in general : And I (hall fhortly 
puUifh a large Volume to ihew that this is the 
moft natural Way of being born ; grounding my 
Demonftration on the following infallible Argu- 
ment, which I have drawn up fyllogiftically, to 
prove my wonderful Talents in Logic. 

fr] Nature (fay certain Authors of great Erudi- 
tion) is a very frugal old Lady, and a prodi- 
gious good CEconomift: She is obferved to 
give herfelf as little Trouble as (he can, ani 
to do every Thing at the cheapeft Hand, 

But Animalcula may be hatched as completely 
in 9 Female Womb, as when they take the 
more tedious Progrefs through the Loins of 
the Males alfo. 

[c] This is a Method ix[ech pra£lifed by the learned Mr. W—rh — n, 
I fuppofe for the iiun« Kc^tfoa^to ihew his Skill in chopping Logic 

ErgOy 
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ErgOy That is the right Road into Life, which 
is the ihorteft Road. 

And now — what Ciall I fay next ? As it often hap- 
pens that the Ufe and Praftice Qi a Thing are 
known, before the Theory of it is difcovercd (for 
Infl-ance, Men of War could batter down JTowns 
with Bombs, long before it was proved that Projec- 
tiles defcribe a parabolic Curve ; and little Boys had 
amufed themfelves with the Shadows of a magic Lan- 
thorn many* a Day, ere fome great Philofophers iin- 
tlertook to explain the Myfteries of that wonderful 
Machine) fo has it fajlen out in the Subjeft now un-. 
dcr our Confideration : Hiftory has here and there 
furniflied an Example, and fome Phyficians of Ahy- 
quity have accidentally glanced upon the Subjeft ; 
but ftill I think I may challenge to myfelf the Merit 
of an original Invention ; and it would be very hard 
if a few Hints loofely dropt in old unfafhionable Au- 
thors, which too t never faw till after 1 had eftab- 
liflied my Theory, (hall prevail fo fer as to fix upon 
me the odious Scandal of Plagiarifm. There are, 
I know, a Sort of malevolent Keaders, who take an 
infinite Pleafurc in tellmg you that all Authors have 
ftolen their Works fince the Days of one Orpheus ; 
and how lucky it is for that old French Poet, that we 
know riot the Names of any of his Predeceftors ! 
but more efpecially they have recourfe to this Device, 
whenever they find it not quite fo eafy to anfwer the 
Doctrine of a Book, and yet are determined to cry 
down its Reputation : Tlien we are fure to hear, 

Lord^ 
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Lord^ Sir ! the Tittotvftole It all; there^is not a Pa^t^ 
n'or a Line^ nor a IVord^ nor a Syllable^ n^r €t Letter^ 
nor a Comma of it his own ; / can turn to the very Book 
and^ Place from whence he pilfered it elL • No>¥ that 
I may anticipate thi$ heavy Cenfure, and fave certain 
ingenious Critics the Trouble of turning back to the 
good old Writer (Peace unto his Manes^ whoever 
he be) from^whom I tranfcribed this little Treatife, I 
faWvedeterminedtOi produce: of my own accord what 
ftw^Pailages I'haNr^ aecidtntiilly met with upon this 
Subjcift,' send ^rfter wards I fliall leave the World to 
decWe, whether, in fpite of futh occafionar Hints, 
1 may nbt ftill ht allowed ^to be' the fole-Propric- 
tor^of this VbAtherful Hypothefis. 

Galen, in his ccleVrated Treatife upon the Meafles, 
wherein he ead^avours to account for the Origin of 
that Diftemper, delivers it as a cbrtimoh Opinion, 
that it was- brought into the World by a Woman, 
born without the-Affiftahce of a Father; but he 
feems to trestt this as z vulgar Fable, and calls it a 
NbiionnftbtMiHUme: 

HIppdd'cHkitifotms'xis, tliat'lils Mother u(ed fre- 
c^iiehily >o'' tMl* hifti^ (li^' had' no carhaMntercourfc 
^ith hisTath<r'fi>r riear two Years before his Birth, 
b\it thirt:'fbeY6uha^HerfeIf' ftrangely" influenced one 
E^renWgJai' llie vWs Walking ih' a Garden'; His 
Father obtamed.aDlvorce on this Occafion, ahd the 
good Woniari ftHunderthe'Reproach of all her Ac- 
quaintance : But I hopethis Treatife will vindicate 

her 
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her Memory from the Infamy, which has ever fince 
attended it through all fucceeding Times. 

If we look back to the fabulous Ages of the 
World, when every thing was aggrandized by poetic 
Ornament, we read of many ancient Ladies, got with 
Child by fuch impoffible Methods, that I believe 
they muft have owed their Pregnancy to whsTt I 
have been defcribing, and I hope all Commenta- 
tors and Mythologifts will, for the future, fall in with 
my Explication. For what elfe are we to think of 
JuHo^s growing big-bellied only with eating a Piece 
of Cabbage [d] which Flora gathered for her in the 
Olenian Fields ? 'Tis plain (he muft have fwallowed 
fome Animalcula at the fame Time, and thus be- 
canie with Child of Mars. How elfe are we to ac- 
count for the odd Conception of Danag in her Im- 
prifonment ? fome old Oracle had foretold that her 
Father Acrijius ihould have his Throat cut by a 
Grandfon ; and to defeat this Prediction, he locked 
up his only Daughter in a brazen Tower, under 
fuch clofe Confinement, that it was impof&ble for 
any thing but Wind to get Accefs to her ; yet in 
thefe Circumftances the Lady was brought to Bed of 
the moft mighty Perftus^ who accompliihed the 
Oracle in putting Acrijius to Death. The Poets 
indeed tell us a ftrange improbable Story of Jupiter's 
raining himfelf through the Tiles of the Houfe in a 

{</] Quod petisy Oleniis, inquam, mlbi mliTus ab arvii 
FJde dabit \ eft bonis unicus ille meis. 
Protinus bcrentem decerpfi pollicc floremy 
Fttque potent voti^ Marique crcatus erat. 

Ovid. Faft. v. 

golden 
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golden Shower ; biit this is plainly a poetic Fi£lion^ 
invttitcd f^Wco^nt for a 'pitzziing Pha^dmendti. 

• T t r . ■ •• 

U . • , , . . . r , . . 

The ^tdry of Bof/atlnintiing away ?w4th.a youlil^ 
If eir^Sf txiidf a Osu^ Wuidow> and gettkig htt 
With Chitd (as 0^/V defcribes it m his Mgimfttf-plfoftf) 
IS idore imihediitely to mr fia:p6t^ ^gsd^HriSdj 
pointy oottkg ManAor of ker tlohceptiob.. ;^eaH 
]ctf<y#'{'tte6'4> isthePVofeffloh of Poetry t&.^(ftiM& 
iS^'Mi^'&\jt&ki«\(i'%&i Lady foin&d vbwirdKr n^ 
{H-egftaiie^ with tV^ind) ifMcUhg Wcis fd mhitri A-t» 
taa^'iii •6od <^ ttert Eferiieivt, iAid £a|»lt)c1he:£fv 
fe&^.'to ffi^etttattfra} [/] Pbii^ ^ thotiLgh £ confeft 
therej^ ani Impr<^ei^ Bere lu:coxding tormy Syftemv 
4>ttt ^hit'^inty be Vyvdng'io lihe Loofem^.ef fwetSc 
Defcription, or, perhaps, the Lady miflook ttee Qyaitr 
ter pf the Wind in telling her Story. In ^end we 
fnajr, cplnclide, tehefievfir wiiJ read of Virgi|»'^got 
yltli i;Hddiy^li\^a^; byDhtgOhsr^ by goldm* ShoW^ 
Ws, ftl*^.''i!h« it wis" WirSi;- nothing itf'tfer Wbrid 
^ut =3Wh*r t>nly 'for-wiAt of krioifrthgf > thte ra|l 
ICaiife, they \<rere glad to affign imaginary onfes; 
iafnd''^tHe'Poe'ti 'ecrttittg ' hdld df fiich 4mf*bvcable 
Yoi^^/To bvdrloaded them Wit* Ad^Wdris of their 
owfi, that in the' End 'tK;y Wtere kU conf^^ 
the Light oif Fabk a^d Romance, - .' ' ' ■ 

{f] In AisMaltin|[r we muft iritcrj^rit what (J-wiputi Into the Mowth 
"itf'FUra, Vs^Khe telW u» fiieWas raVlflftd by Z^rur, * 
•-• y^eTat,^iTtbM||i Z«pbyrui€dBfp?«it, »Wbam: 

Inie^uittfr^ f u^io': fortior ille ftiit. 

Libi t. Fad. 20X . ct deoiae* 

Vot.L M If 
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If we defcend from thefe allegoric Ages to fuo 
ceeding Times, when Hiftory had learnt a more fo- 
ber St3dey and was contented to tell Truth without 
Difguife, we (hall find feme few Examples here alfo 
to our Purpofe. Diod§rus Skulks informs us, in aa 
old Edition of his Works, communicated to me by 
' my learned and induftrious Fjiend the Rev. Dr.. 
Tot^j diat a certain Sorcerefs of EgyPU pretended, 
Bmonf other lopematural ClaimSf to be able to breecl. 
without the Help of Man } and under Colour of 
thefe Pretences^-^ wduld- hav^ perfuaded People to 
bdfeve her thv celebhteed IJls^ redumed fo vifit iier 
native CouAtry ; -but at lisk • Prieft'ef Ttmutus^ or 
MiTiury^ wi$ ^und in Bcri ' vUk her^ and fo the 
Affiur was at an £n^» . * 

P§fyhim has a < Story more jexplicidy to our Pur- 
fofc^ but he fp^aks of it with fo much Oiftruft him- 
iel^that Iwill not venture to produce it^ left it fhould 
give an Air of Romance to this Performance [/]• 



. Ampiig the R^man Hiftorians, I can only produce 
an £jcample fron^ Livgy 9f a Woman who was re'- 
jportfid to have bqen delivered o^Xwins in a defolate 
uninhabited liUuid^ where ihe was caft away, and 
liad not feen a human Face for the $pvLce of Nlnie 
; Years before ber Labouc«.He telb.ut Ibe, wait brought 
to Rome^ and examined befiore the Roman Senate; 
but the Particulars of this Story are fo very prolix-and 

{/] B%itf90 h *fm WSm lift^tfik n^ltSf «• t. x. 

i^f Uk. IU« ^ S3c^ 

tedious^ 
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tedious that I choofe to refer the Reader to th<l^ 
Original, In the fiftieth Book of that incothparabld^ 
Hiftorian; 

This is ^11 have been a^le to meet widi in mjr 
reading, which I was willing to produce, as it may 
give fonie Light aiid Cdnfiirmatioti to my Hjrpothe- 
fis ; b\jit I appeal to the illuftrioiis Mf.7J^«--rK-«, 
that grdlt D^der of old Problems and mb4qli Con- 
troverfies, Wh6 wiell li^ws jtfae Zeal pF Auflion to 
have their WdHu tboaght drigihali m^ietheir, nbe- 
withftandikig any thing liere quoted^ the }Atnt of 
this grc^t AtfMm does ttot df right belong tb ine ? 
I mentioh that Gentleman's Name, who now nn- 
queftionably ftandsn^oremoft in the Gatalog]i^e. of 
Britijb Writers^ with the moft profound Helped ) 
and it would afierd me infinite Pltafure^ if he would 
^ive this SubjeA a Dtfcuflion in the next Volunne of 
the Divine L^^g'^n^ whenever be plfeafes to obligr 
die Worid with that Ipng-expeAed Work uOx if» 
I^ Chance^ he flkuild happen not to havif ^room for 
it, being already furniflied with his Complement of 
Digreffions (and to be fure one Book caii hardly 
contain every thing) ftill I have the Vanity to ex- 
peft a Letter ftomhim by the firft Poft^to thank me^ 
s«;cording x6 Guftom^ - fdr the honourable Mention 
I have made of him,- Md; with (ome Compliments 
cm my Performance^ to make an Overture of his Ac« 
^uaintance; 

It how reiiai^rns, \f^^ftt I conclude, to explain the 
great Advantages thiit will flow from the Publication 
4>f this Tteatifir ; fbt tins it is, which muft rM^ni 
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me from the reproachful Name of a Projeflor, aitJ' 
rank rte iii the humber of thofe iUuftrious Wor-* 
thies, who have invented ufefid Arts for the bettejf 
Acconunodationandf Happmefi of bttolan Life [g]. 

. i^ndy'iit tbe foft' Place, I hope I ftall* merit uni-r 
verfaUytheThaJnk^of all the Fair Sex, for difabufing 
Mankind oa the SubjeA of Coiicepiaiohy aizd teach^ 
ing ttiem bpw^^a\WAma2i may be with Child in ar 
fii^le Stateyconfiftently witb^e pureft V^irtue. 

l^uttefom this was kifoiwii^ when.the World w^ 
foo)i(h enough to fuppofe Goitioit alwiay^. preyious ttr 
ConcepJtion9- how many Ladies have innocently loft 
their Rieputation I How. many salkippy Greatnres; 
have fsdleA uAdtiL the CeiUiires-of a midicioiis Worlds 
been^e^luded ftwn Vifiti, left outcrf^Canl-iParticsy 
and poiittxd at' hy Prudes, only fw the flight Iscon- 
Mmene* of" happening to be biottght to Bed before 
Marriage? Wherear, whefr enee this Difcovery is 
fpread, it will be eafy for a young Lady to lofe hor 
Maidenhead without loGHg ber Charader, and to 
take the :<f/r wkhou^any Dread of Calumny and ]^ 
^roach inCoAfequenee of lb innocent <aGratificatiOff. 

yam redit et-^trir^^ redeunt Sas»rnia ngga^ 

Jumnovafregeniescaio demttifsir ali0^ 

Another great Benefit refulting from this Sifc6-> 
very, will be the utter AboHtion of Matrimony,'^ 

[g] tmfoiUtt Mtu pii *ottam exeo!iitre ftr§rttU VI tc* 
Q|u)ced fpr the Sake of a QjgotatiMit 



^hlch has long been complained of by all the polite 
World, as'a I^uirai]ic;^j;rievou$ s^nd^J^fokr^le^ in* 
confident with all fhe Article^ p/.t^Q^^^^'Plc^^ure^ 
^nd deftru&ive of that Freedom, wluch' of 'Right fo&- 
jongs. to Gentlemen. Jacofifegi^eacf ;ivhereof9 we 
ike Diikes and Dutehefle^ Lords s^nd Ladieo, apd all 
the Great, whoring, divorcing, .^poifooiiijg oneano-*. 
$her, ftarying oae.aaothcf, .cuttiag one another '9 
Throats, and pradifijig every other genteel faibion»- 
)ile Art to break loofe from their Fetters, and refcue 
themfelves from this worie thanEgyptain Bondage^ 
J^fow as I am: a moft devoted Admirer of the Greats 
;apt to efteem every thing wife, la,wful.and right, that 
conies from the Mouth of a Nobleman, I account 
fnyfelf happy to be Author of a Scheme, that falls 
in fo naturally with their Defires, and will deliver 
chem from that moft pernicious Inftitution, fupported 
iby no other Aiithority than that of the Scriptiijresi; an 
Authprity long ^iblete and .out of Oate .with the 
politer Part of Mankiiid ! And as I cannot dovbt 
but all Women- for the futureiWill phoofe to propa* 
*gate the Species, upon the Plan here recommemledt 
I can aflfure them Amt their Coqi&rt, that their Satif* 
'fadlion will be as gptat in this^Way, as in the otrdi*^ 
•nary ai^d coarferCoinimmication with Man; which 
indeed the Fondi^sthat Ladies have alwaysexprefl^ 
ed for ZephfiTi^ ^undaptly proves, though hitherto 
they, have teen ignorant of the Caufeof theagiepable 
|S?nfations ej^ited by. that amojrous Wind, 

,,, KHt-thi^llipft qapi^al Aclvant^gf oif ^^ rcmainsyet 
«rto be told^ and int deicribing of dus I /noft exalt my 
Vgtylc; 

< M3 -p-iMJr/^ 



\6§ AL"ETTER TO THE 

ifajor rerum mibi nnjfchur ordo^ 




There is a certain DiftempeF moft fatally eptdc* 
ihic, which has much employed the Speculatton»an^ 
piore the Practice, of Mankind. Whether with Phy- 
ficians lye calV it -the Lues Venerea^ with 'Pothecarics 
me Vtneteal Difiafe. with Ladifcs the French Dtftem- 
per, or with fine Oentlemen the P-*;ir ; it is known 
by all th^fe Denominations, befide an infinite Num- 
ber of inferior Titles, that mark the feveral Stages 
cf this puifiant^ deftroying Peftilence. 



K-. 



<r 



Nmina milh. 



JUilU nocendi arttf, 

'> Some tell you that Celumbus brought it over fron^ 
hk new JmerUan World in a Bandbox ; and that it 
Is nothing more than the Yaws operating difFerenthf 
upon Eurotpean Conftitutions [h]. Others are con* 
tented to go no further for it than France ; and very 
confidently siiTure us, that it was imported hither 
among other elegant Accomplilbments, for which 
we have been indebted to that Land of Luxury and 
Refinement. But though its Origin be doubtful and 
uncertain, its Atchivements are unqueftionably furc; 
and, Ob, that I had the Pen of Prtff^tfrwtpdefcribe 

[h] However ffime People tpxf contend for the modern Introdu6Hoi| 
of thit Piftempei!, I am perfuade4 it U as old at the Dayf of Hffcuia^ 
and that this illu^rions Giant«kiUer was infeiflbed with it. The cnTfv 
|i6m«d Shirt of vAT^^^; and the Tonncnta hefaffercd by putting it «b^ 
are plainly a Poetic Allegory^ which I interpret in the followia| c^^ 
M^fi'K^W^i^ p-rxM hit Wl^ore^ aod 4iep— x*d Herqfh^ 
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the Ravage it commits upon a human Body I Lend^ 
lend me Affiftance, all ye battered Rakes^ while with 
blackeft Ink I undertake to paint the Havocks of that 
honourable Difeafe, <^ which thoufands of your 
Foreffithers have died, and whereof yourfelv^ (0 
vain-gloriouily boaft in Taverns and CoSeerbQufes, 
to the great Advancement of Virtue and Morality. 
Say, Uluftrious -^and — and--*-, for ye know« 
with what fatal Rapidity its Venom over-runs the 
Conftitution, how it undermines the Teeth, un- 
hinges the Nofe, ibddens the Fleih, ftrikes Rotten- 
nefe to the Bones, and poifons the very fpinal Mar- 
row. Say, farther, mxA enviable Sons of Pkafure ; 
for this alfo Experience may have taught you, how 
it fpreads by Contagion, and operates by Commu- 
nication. Some Hufbands give it their Wives, and 
fome Wives give it their Huibands. Nor does the 
Evil end with Life, but revives again in the Pofteri- 
ty, isintailedon the Heirs of great Families, inherit- 
ed in fure Succeffion, and oftentimes, too often^ 
(proves the only thing that is inherited by Heirs of 
noble, but corrupted Blood • Hence arifes an enervat- 
ed Progeny, weak in their Perfons, and weaker in 
their UnderftandingS;; ^ puny, ilUcompounded, un- 
manly Race, who hear abovt them the Marks of 
their Fathers WickedneTs in moft legible Characi* 
ters ; and thou^ liable ^o b^ bjlown away by eveiy 
Blaft of Wind, have the Arrogance to ftrut through 
the Midi with Swords by their Sides, and fancy 
t^emfelve$ Men. Alas ! their Mother's Chamber- 
jQnaids would make better Men. 

Non hisjuventus orta p^entibuf 
J^uit a juor /anguine QalUco,, 

M 4 Ji^m 
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Now this^ DiftempCTy laterribk in its Effeda, aaA 
fo -pernt eioud in its Confequences, has been attacked 
fyptfiiny Cei|hiries, hy BOfthiCfE/cmlapiau Adtin vma : 
{r] jUn'cury tioa, cxbauftcd all its fruitlefs Powei^s | 
Salivations exerted their ^leanfiiig Influence without 
, -'EffoEt ; and the mighty IVardy with his illuftrious 
]PiIl, fits defpairing in. s|n I^lbowrchair ztJVhiulmU^ 
^lo^find himfelf defeated by this invincible, Dife^ 
But w^at neither {4iy^4iPre(criptiqn$» nptchiirur- 
gical Operations, what neither Ipjnpirics wi^b thei^ 
•PilSs, norGraduates of the Faculty with th^tr Purge$i, 
jiave been able (o accomplish \ I pretend toper/pmi 
jna fafe^ ^fy,i efiedhial Manner, {abjit fuperU^ 
4ti^o) and fttr ever to 'driv^ out th? P — x fygm hi$ 
Majefty's IDomiiiionsY Ifsdi in female Shape (for I 
•dare not call them all Women) will agree to.-feclude 
themfelyes frpm the foul Embraces of Men for one 
•Year (which I account a very modeit Propofal, as I 
offer them a better Qratiiication in lieu of what they 
are to fbriieit, this ruinous Plague muft ceafe froni 
;unong us), ^nd I humbly recommend it, with zl\ 
due Submiffion, to the. Judgtnept and Confideratioq 
of the moft hor^ourable the L-— ds of theP. C. whe- 
*Aher aR — 1 Edi£l would not be vvell employed, tq 
ibrbid all Copulation throughout the Kingdom for 
thq Space of one whole Year, beginning fi"<>ni tady^ 
.day next, in order tp ftop the Growth and Increaie 
of a Contagion much more fatal than that which 

[i] (utfar tells os our old Brkljb Ancoftori woriliiped JAeretirf 
ab«ve all the Gods, Ueum max'tme Mercurium ccluntp tec. Their mo« 
dcrn Dcfcendaflits ftill wordiip the fame Dcitjr* 

now 
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liowTweeps away pur horned Cattle, ^ and eam|I)« 
l}eftr^ing xhfi In^ef po&tion of A^dic^ity • 



, But Qbje4%ors ftill may Ije apt to <}ueftion, 
ftict ypur d$iAU difiiirdChxXAttn^ wHo pafs ^ro^igii 
iAe feminal YefTels of both Sexes in Uie old War flf 
iSenerarion, afe ncit of Courfe more healthy an4 vi<9 
gorou$ than^ youtJngU difiiir^lnhnts will be, who 
ij^re to tf^dve only the Nature of a fei^ale Womh f 
In.Cqnfutation of ^vl^ich filly Prejudice, though J[ 
pould produce feveral very cogent Arguments fia^ 
|he Depth of FhiloCc^hy, yet I choofe to anfwei; th^ 
Query ^y another 5 Whether the prefent Race cf 
Fathers, efpecially tbofe in high Life, under the Cir* 
fnihifbmces I have defcribed, are qualified to beget 
Children at ^11? But when Women are left to breed| 
4of tbemfelYe% 9^d the Venei^al Dife^fe is banilheci 
from Hmpngrus, Vft may then hop^ to fee an Off* 
fpriog rpbuft an4 healthy j Britijh Valour will theii 
•fecover its ancient Glory ; new Crejfysy new Agin^, 
fo^tSf fiew Bknbiims fucceed to grace our Annals, 

Nor Henry be the loft that conquer i France. 
Wherefore, not doubting but my Scheme will 
immediately take Place, I (hall apply very foonfor 
a Patent to fecure to myfelf the fole Advantage of 
^is Difcoyejyi^a^^ in the mean Time I have taken 
^ Houfe in tl)e Ray-^market^ dans la marchi aufoin^ 
where I ihall give Attendance to all Women defirous 
frf breeding, from the Hours of Seven or Eight m the 
j^veningy till Twelve at Night; and if they will 
iuietty futtmtthemfclves ^0 my Experiment, I will 

enfurc 
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cnftirc their Pregnancy at the proper Time, calcu* 
lating from the Hour they did me the Favour of their 
Vifit. Let them copflder that the Glory and In- 
tiftft of Great Britain arg now incumbent ufon them^ 
tb«t i||is in their Power to raifeour Vigour, and» 
<s 1 may fay, to mend the Breed of EngUfl)min. In 
fo doing, their Names will be recorded in Hiftory^ 
as the illuftrious Propagators of Heroifm; the Found-p 
crs of a new Se£l of Men^ and be handed down to 
Tofterity equally famous with the Spartan and R9* 
man Ladies, whofe many Gallant Atchievements for 
%he Good of their Countries, in Thnes -of Diftrcfs, 
engaged Poets and Hiftorians in their Praife. 

But priitcipally and earneftly I addrefs myfelf t9 
you, Gentlepen of the ISlfyal Society^ wh$^ini in 
^he Dignity of F. R.' S. and I hope yoiu wilt tccom^ 
mend this Treatife to the World with all the 
Warmth ajid Zeal that becomw>the Promoters of 
ufeful Kn^ledge, the Patrons of Learning, the 
Judges of Science^ and thFrnvClKgitors of Truth. 



I am, Gentlemen, with all poiEble Refpeft, De-^. 
ference, Su^miffion, and Veneration, 



Tour mo/f ohedienty fmmhU^ 

4ind cUvotcd Servant ^ 



Abraham John$on% 



MODEST DEFENCE 



OF 



GAMING. 



Firft Printed in the Year 1754. 



i 



1 

.V 



.. a 'L i r, J U O 14 



: :) 



JK. 



f 



i « 



- * 



T, 



I 



• f 



. • a ■« 



■r • ■ r 



^•■•^» w> 



C m :i 



•*-- ■ ■•■ ' '•' -^ ■ • ■' • -^ i- .,.♦.. > f '■ 



• • 1 .1 ^, 



MODESr OfeFE'l^CE 



« 



OF 



- - W 



G/"A M-'.-i- N G. 



.■-■«». 
> • 




<F ,:^n tlie, z^aiim Efforts that ls%^ beetf 



^made hy tlj^^efomisirs of thiS;.,Q^ji^j|an^ 

with tbfsgstatcft'Ni^mber of V^^ tp fu|^|^ t^ 
liie JourxMiUft wprnf» it/rptri.the Pre^ : the Pxtafh^f 
cufXes j$ mo^ d^votttly from the Pfilpit y s^od tpr 
crown ^1, ' the Tragedian thunders againft Hmv^ 
the Stage, This laft courageoas Author^ in the 
Hunj 6[ his Val6ui^5 dajQauning tiie Precaution of 
tndk fkroe^ who hftve ufually entered upon thefe 
Adyinttres-, ekkd ia ^Pbetiy, atad ainaiMl at al^ 
Points with Rhyme and Metaphor, fallies put with 
no'' earthly Weapon^ but honeft blunt P^oCe, upon 
.die old Scheme of fighting Giants, and taming 
Henffers. But firft he fends out hts little Dwarf 

of 
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of a [a] Prologue, to challenge the Hydra from ntf 
Den, and to dcdre (he would come out and be 
tamed: &ef meet; and ato a Fig^ 6f thf€e 
Hours, the Monfter having received fome fecret 
Wound^ ilofaody kiiows iM^ere^ falls down and ex^ 
pires. So 

Jido$re of Moou-^HaU 

fFitb notbihg at all 

iiatbjlain the Dragon ofWantlijm 

But, in the Name of Fortune^ what has the Si^ 
iiity of Gamifters done to provoke all this Violence ? 
If d^e Zeal of Gentlemen lies iipon their Handsji let 
them however employ it upon its proper Ol>je(^s« 
There are Vices at leaft as epidemic as Gaming^ and 
far more pernicious^ ^thatipay employ all the Wit 
and Genius any modern Author has to Q>air^^ I^jjdi 
Extortion been banifhe^ from the Sliat of ^radC; 
Perjury from the Courts of Jtiftice ; orhatH'CWm 
Garden been deftroyed by Fire iriOih Heavim f What 
Wifdom is it to connive at f&;/!* Ehofmitties^ aAd 
vent our Spleen upon an innocent Diverjltoiiy wjbich^ 
if an Infirmity, is furely the Intimity ,of NobJle 
Minds? 

Tint this Gaktfe Ihould hithotoihave wanted Ad^ 

tocfttC9» willy nodoubt^ appear fingtdari for though 

' tbeProfeffiirs themfelves are not sU: leifure to deal lit 



• * »" , * 



[«3 Our Aotlior^ Sir», is icpme a Monfter«<tamiiig^ 

AtvCi ftt ail Foiilts agaljiiltlic HjAxz Catning^ 

Prulogue t» the Camf&i 

Contronrty, 
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Controverfy, it might be expeded their Dependants 
would take thQ Pen in their Behalf. However, lince 
Gratitude has not done them this good Office, Ju« 
ftice fliall ; and I hope thofe noble Perfixiages will 
interpret, with their ufual Candour, the Intentions 
of one, who honours them for their Principles, 
though he is a Stranger to their Perfons : Principles 
that open and enlarge the Soul ; dear to Philofophy,^ 
becaufe thej are founded in the Contempt of worldly 
Things ; Friends to Policy, becaufe they . make 
Money circulate, and teach Induftry the Way to 
thrive; fomething allied to Religion too, fox they 
fill the Hungry with g9od Things j ami fend tbi Rich 
empty away. 

In order to fet this Matter in thecleareft Light, I 
iball &irly ftate and ahfwer thofe Obje£tions that are 
made to the Game/lerj confidered as Mailer of a 
Family, and Member of the Community ; that we 
may fee how hr his Profeffion can be thought to 
zSeSt either Domeftic Peace, or public Happinefs : 
After which I (hall briefly enumerate the Advantages 
that refult frdta diis PraAice, which either CareleiT- 
nefs bath- overlooked, or Prejudice mifconftrued. 

And firft it is jreprefented as a Matter of Scandal, 
that a Gentleman iboald indulge himfelf in a per« 
petual Courfe of licentious Diverfions, while his 
Lady is left to biear the Burthen of Family- oec6ho« 
my, and repining for the Lofs of that Tendernefs to 
which ihe hath an undoubted Claiqi. , 

Here I obf^rve, how difficult it is f or. Englijhmen 
to preferve R^ycrenccj^ or even common Modefty, 

when 
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when thqr are difcourfing^ of their S uperiors. jfierl 
18 the Whole Body of the FemaTe.N^obility anxt 
G^tryifttgihatized ill a Lt)m{^, as if they fubniittec} 
to the vul|ii^ px'udgery of infpedihg the AccOuhti 
ixi/i M6r2\^ 6f their Families : Such Calumnies ii 
tiiefeare not the lefs ttijurious t6 Decency^ becaulfe 
in this Conhtry of Free'dbm they may be ventei! 
With Saf<^ty ; neither is it any way& (&,' that Chai^ 
)ra6ters ofthi^ exalted Rftnk (hould lie at the. Mercy 
fof the vhlgar Herd-, who judge without Diftirit- 
tion^ and tetifure i^thout Feeling. 

As to the other Chimae'ra , tfaafr \VQmeh of Qiiii 
lity ever repine for their Hulbahds Abfence, or that 
bnc . fingle ftragglihg Idea ever went in iearch of 
them» or their Amtlfements^ the.rr Bufinefs, or theit 
Compajaiy, I can only wondefj N^here it found aii 
IitiaginatiOh tb harbour it. tsaiiy'^p^e io wild t& 
tonceive that Numbers many for iahjr other turpofe 
than to get a Separation as faft'as poffibfe ? Some 
wed for a Title ; fome are weary of a Mother's 
Leading-ftrings ; fome fettte in \he Wdrtiy that they 
tnay rtln loofe about the Town-, ahd indulge Afe 
Marriage LiW^rtics : 'Tis the Lawyer, not fti 
l^rieft, tyes the Knot ; they |]^Of|ify fi)r the ptetent^ 
to have Pieafure \ix Revetfio^ , . . - > 

But the ftroAgesA Obje<£l;ion againiH: t&is Coiikmef c6 
in the £yeof the World is ftill behind ; and that is 
Allegiance to tfie higher Powers : For there reigns 
In this Ifland a Monarch, who tinfortunately could 
IsQt .be prevailed upon to abdicate at the Jttuolittionf 

thdugh 
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Ithough he had always claimed and exerci&d a di(- 
penfing Power ; the Prince I mean is Ftijhim* Hi$ 
Laws differ in one.Refpe^ from thofe of the Medes 
and Perftans 3 for they altered not i whereas bis are 
fhiftihg every Hour; but they :^gree in this Point, 
(hat whoever, oppofes them had as good be caft into 
the Den df-ifons^ ^d deyoufed out'of the way ; for 
no human Crej^ture, will give bini Countenwce, er 
be feen in his Company. 

, This Prlocc, likie a wife Legiflajt^, hath buik his 
Syftem of Goyernme^t upon the old Foundation of 
Rewards and Pnnifliments. iTWI^adiesof jE/T^/bsitf 
enjoy from Fajhian^ ^\ ^e.reft of us dafrom tlie 
Common Law, certain RigR|f and Privileges, .that 
are not to be forfeited, except bj^their own Qonfent, 
It would be needlefs to. recite ,th«^jatprefent; they 
are contained at large in the GnrndfCJiarter F^fitiw, 
gave his Subje£ts ; they, on their ilde^. engaged to 
fubmit their Thoughts, Words, aa^^^dions to his 
Direction, and to do him Homage as their Liege 
Sovereign. From this fliort Sketch it will be eafy 
to point out the Confequence, if any Woman of 
Fajhion were to commence an Acquaintance with her 
9wn Hufband : She would be excommunicated from 
every AiTembly in Town, and her Name expunged 
from the Catalogue of human Beings. 

Gentlemen therefore, may well be excufed for not 
obtruding Vifits, which are unconJUiutionaly and V9id 
in themfthes : neither ought the Gamefttrs in parti- 
cular to be taxed for Principles which they only holi 
in common with all Perfons of Figure and Tafte. 

Vol. I. N It 
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It is farther alledged againft the Prafkice of Gam- 
ingy that the Heirs of great Families are often mtned 

• by the Vices of their Parents, and reduced from a 
State of Affluence to ftruggle againft Poverty with 
^ Spirit broken by Difappointment. 

Let us argue this Matter calmly. The Mifchiefs 

* of a vicious Education are univerfally lamented ; and, 
I hope^all will concur to apply the Remedy, where- 
ever found, without any Mixture of Paflion and Pre- 
judice. I fay then, it is one main End of the wife ' 
Inftitution of Gaming^ to prevent or correal the £f- 
ftSts of a vicious Education, and to fecure our Youth 
from Intemperance by thcfahitary Reftraints of 
Want and Poverty. It is the Confidence of inherit- 
1^ gfc^t Eftates that naturally begets Idlenefs and 
Debauchery '; and do we cenfure thofe whofe un- 
wearied PraAice it is to abate this Confidence ? It 
5s to this independent Spirit we owe the Exiftence of 
thofe Creatures that wafk upright, and are called 
Buds'; and from this is derived that monftrous 
Brood of Country Squiresy whofe fole Bufinefs and 
Pl^/ure It rs to kill Foxes ; a Praftice that cannot 
eafily be jirftified either to God or Man, becaufe 
thofe Animals do lefs Mifchief in a Manor, and are 
a far more rational Vermin, than themfelves. 

But if the Principles of Play were duly attended 
to, the Heirs of Gaming Families would refleft on 
their precarious Situation, and flielter themfelves m 
feme Lfberal Profeffion ; They would canfrder, that 

Induftry 
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Induftry and Application might fct things right, and 
make them almoft as rich as their younger Brothers.. 
Intereft would charm them to Virtue, though they 
had ftopt their Ears to Reafon and Confcience : For 
all TVell-bred Perfons are agreed to deteft Poverty 
more, if poiSble, than Learning itfelf. 

Still it will be urged, that the Daughters of 
Gamefters are unprovided for in this Scheme, whom 
Cuftom, if not Nature, hath barred from all Rc- 
fources of Induftry, except fuch as are beneath the 
Dignity of noble birth ; and therefore, in the Cafe 
abovementioned, they are inevitably expofed either 
to Poverty or Contempt, 

'Tis confefled, their Education differs from ours : 
They cannot flouriflh at the Bar, or blufter ia a 
Campaign ; but they may exercife their Genius at 
JVhift^ or their Courage at the Brag-Table -, the 
Card AiTemblies are ftill open to their Induftry ; th& 
nobleft Scene, wherein the Female Talents can be 
exerted : Neither is any great Fund heccflary for 
this, if we confider the known Prerogatives of the 
Sex : When they win, they have fpeedier Payment | 
when they look^^they have longer Credit. And cer- 
tain it is, whatever Pain it may give lis to confefs 
it, the Ladies have the Powers of Gaming in greater 
Perfedion than the Men : What Enthufiafin in 
their Hopes ! what Judgment in their Fears ! what 
Skill in changing Places and veering about, when the 
Wind of Fortune is in their Teeth ! how dcxtroufly 
do they Ibufflc ! how critically do they cut ! hpw do 

N 2 ther 
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dwy penetrate into an Adverfary's Game — at i4 
turrt with a Glance ! then they calculate ! Thought 
cAnnot keep Pace with them : doubtlefs they play 
tlie tP%tU Game with greater Succefs than we can 
pieteiflt' to do. 

But Aippofing they had no Refourcc j it is only a 
particular InfbiKe df Diftrefs from which no State 
lUth been exempted; an Accident by whith the 
beft Purpbrcs of'Induftry and Virtue have fometinws 
ifiilclrried : it it no Difgrace to a Gamifter that he 
it foiled by Fortune* wht> hath liirehtd Generals tit 
Her Time, and Statcfmen too when tficy have 
looked wifeft. 

Some, like RoJmgo, to put Mcmey in their 
9\ait have Ibid all their Lands ; why not ? Gaming, 
like the Law» abhors Perpetuties, Property ii 
conftant Circulation j. but then, like the Sea, what 
it lofes on one Shore it gains on another ; and if 
IWne few can be mentioned whom Play hath reduced 
to B^lgary, I could engage ( if it would not olFend 
their Modefty) to name many more whom it has 
taken out of the Mire to fit thtm with Princes. 

Now to view this Affair in^aiiother Light : Pray 
Where is the Difference, in point of Morality, 
tWeen the Gamtfter that traflicks with his Stock at 
llome, and the Merchant that fends it abroad on. 
foreign Ventures ? But it will be alked, *' Do I call 
" the Profeffion of Gamfters a Trade ?" Yes, cer- 
tainly !: one ofthc moil flouriihing in the Kingdom. 
And 
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And if they fhould get themfelves eredied into a Cor« 
, jporatidn, 'tis Mrhat I have long e^peded, and they 
Jcannot do a better thing. But to proceed : the Si- 
tuation of" our Country' inclines us to GommerGr^ 
and the Genius of our People determines them to 
Play. The Merchant often riiks his whole EfkSis 
In one Bottom, and the Gendeman often hazards all 
his Efhice upon one Rubber : 'Tis tt-ue they are h6A 
liable to the Strokes' of Fortune ; for one cannot 
command the Winds and the Waves, any mojne 
than the other can the Aces and Honours y but their 
I)e(igns are the fame, equally tending to advance 
tiicir Family, and to fcrvc their Country, The 
whole Diftin&ion is, that when the fatal Stroke 
liappens, one is ftiled a Bankrupt the other a Cull ; 
Jbut for my own Part, I muft lie indulged in calling 
the Gamefter under thofe Cireuniftances, a Broken 
Mercbamff becaufe it was the Term we ufed 9f, 
4 School when a Boy had loft all his Marbles. 

;' But now, to fee the differttt Treatment the mLt- 

I juclgi'ig World affords tothefe two baffled Adveii- 
turers : One is received with Eity, the other witii 
Infamy; neglected by his Friends, infulted by his 
Enemies, defpifed by all;^ — This is the Reward of 
diftrefled Merit in this /ST^r^i^/rif Climate I Tbefv 
are the Fruits a Gentlei|>an is to expe£l after haV'r 
ing facrificed his Time, H^alth^ ^d Quiet, in tfaf 
Profecution of a noble Scbeme, merely becaufe ht 
has happened, in the £xperiment^ to beggar himielf 
iwid his Pofterity. 
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But I hope thefe Gentlemen, when they are 
brought to a Situation wherein they (hall no longer 
iboofi to be popular^ I truft, they will appeal from 
the Clamours of the Multitude, to the ftill Voice of 
their own Confcience— And when they fhall he^r 
themfelves traduced as Poifoners of Morals, and 
Corrupters of Youth, they will lay their Hands up-- 
on their Breafts (where they will be fure to find all 
quiet) and refledl that all this happened to Socrates 
long ago. 

I now come to thofe Obje£lions wherein the 
Ganufier is taxed as an Enemy to the general Good 
of the Community. And firft, thoie old-fa&ioned 
Politici^s (there are not many of them left) who 
think Rigbteoufnefs exalteth a Nation, are in Pain 
for the general Defe£i:ion to Vice, which Gaming oc- 
cafions ; and they are grievoufly afraid that the hor* 
rid Oaths and Blafphemies which are daily vented, 
and numberlefs Frauds which are inceflantly prac- 
tifed, will foon complete the Meafure of our Iniqui-t 
tics, and bring on the third Earthquake very Ihortly. 

As to Oaths, the Objedion, I muft needs fay, is 
frivolous enough ; for all Perfons are agreed, Gen- 
tlemen muft fwear fomewhere, what is the matter 
whether it be done in the Progrefs of a Rubber, or 
an Intrigue, in W-^te*s Chocolate-houfej or a Lady's 
Bed-Chaipber ? But for my own Part fince Perju- 
jjes have been fo freely tolerated of late, I thought 
(aQ4if I am wrong J beg fjirdon for a very innocent 

Miftake) 
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Miftakc) I took it for granted tha]t Oaths had been 
allowed'^ 9s tending to enliven Converfation, and t0 
revive ?loquence» 

The Suppofition of Blafphemy A^uft proceed from 
a Want of Candour, which, Ihppe, few will imitate, 
- Such Words fhould not b^ rafhiy applied %o large 
Aflcmblies, where it is odds but far the greater Part 
are entirely innocent ; fo^ how can Men blafpheme 
9L Power which they do not acknowlejdge to exift I 

As to Frauds, they could never be fufpedled, if 
the Principles on which Gentlemen regulate their 
Condud where once known, which I (hall therefore 
take leave to difclofe as briefly as poffible. 

It is agreed by Phtlofophers, there is a ftrift Ana- 
logy between the Natural and Moral Syftems. Now 
as the Mafs of Nature, according to JriJiotUj i% 
compounded out of four principal Ingredients, to 
which he afterwards added a ^inta EJfentiaj of more 
refined Nature ahd occult polities \ fo Morality is 
formed in like manner out of four Elements^ which 
are vulgarly ftyled the Cardinal Virtues, befides 
Wi^'^ch the^'e is a ^inteffince called Honour ^ for th^ 
Ufe of the Nobilty^ Gentry^ — but No Others j for 
thus the matter is ordered ; the Mob content them- 
felves with the Elements, leaving to the Qiiality the 
fole PofTeffion of the ^uintejfence. As to defining it^ 
I fhall not fet about it for the prefent, nor in all 
Likelihood for the Time to come, it being a thing 
^uch eafier tp be felt than underftood*— And heije 

N 4 without 
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^idiout the leaft intention to ofFend the Clergy (for 
whofe Fun^ion I have afincere Reverence) Imuft 
have Permiffion to hint one thing.-^It would hcivell 
wkin^ if they would drop this Subjeft entirely in all 
their I>ifcour(e8 and Writings. — There is a fecret 
Impediment in a Gown and Band, which difquali- 
iies the Owner from faying any thing to the Purpofe 
6n this head; for as a Noble Lord well obferved. 
Honour ihould never be mentioned in the Pulpit, nor 
ReJigiOA out of it. .Not that I think Juftice (hould 
^together be difcarded ; and I am o£ opinion that 
Timporanai with fome few Improvements, might 
be madeufeful enough : But Honour f 

By Heavens it were an eafy Leap 
To pluck bright Honour from the pale fac^d Moon ; 
(^ dive into the Bottom of the Deep^ 
JlndpluciupdrownedHonouriy the Locks. ShzkcCpczXt 

I hope no Man alive will fay any thing againft Ho*^ 
iwzw' in my Hearing. / 

It-is like wife alledged that Gaming has a Tenden- 
cy to deftroy all Diftln£lions of Rank and Quality j 
for that many Perfons of the moft fordid and ob-' 
fcure Families are hereby introduced to Familiari- 
ties with the Great, by which the Dignity of the 
P— age is debafed. 

With Submiflion I am of a different Opinion : 
I think the Dignity of the P — r — ge is mbft effeflu-; ^ 
ally debited by Pride, and exalted by Condefcenfion. 
Whs^t can be mbre amiable than to fee Perfons of 

the 
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tjie }iigheft Rank vying with each other to carefs an 
nnfortunate Man, that is making a defperate Pufli 
•with the laft Handful of Guineas he has in the 
World ? Propofmg Bctts. with fo much Affability ^ 
.jaking his Money in fuch ?l friendly Manner, and 
adminiftring the laft Offices to him with fuch a Fund 
of Humanity ? I fee no Jufticc in excluding every 
Stranger from an E O Table, that cannot produce 
a Pedigree traced from tha CohqueJ} : If he has the 
Drefs and Purfe of a Gentleman, that is fufficient : 
As for ^full and true Account of his Birthj Parent^ 
age and Educatiotiy — let that be refervcd for another 
Time and Place. 

To fay the Truth, thefe Queftions about Family 
arc more for Curiofity than Ufe ; arid do but ferve 
to delay Bufinefi : For when a Dozen Carrion Birds 
are met togetbier in a Field, and get Scent of a Car- 
cafe, I never could obferve them debating whether 
Jt were an Horfe or an Afs they were about to devour : 
All they do is, to vote themfelves hungry and fall on 
without farther Ceremony. / 

Laftly, it is urged, the Example is pernicious : 
Vices of Quality naturally defcend toalower Sphere, 
and infcft thofe, whb can eafily learn the Corrup- 
tions, without having the Refources of Wealth j* 
i^om whence Violence and Rapine are pra£lifed, as* 
the only nvcansto feed Riot and Extravagance. ^ 

I am afraid this Reafoning will prove rather more 
than it intended ; for at this rate Gentlemen muft 
' • ' ' reftraia* 
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Tcftrain their own Pleafures for the Sake of other 
People's Morals. Men of Wit and Spirits j^^v^ 
Town muft give up Genius, Fire, Vivacity, and all 
the Refinements of Life, in order to fave the Souls 
of half a Dozen Beggars. A very hopeful Scheme 
truly ! But I doubt tHe Game/iers will hardly be at 
leifure to confult the Scri^ples of others, for thi^ 
jmanifeft Reafon, becaufe they have hitherto had 
none of their own ; neither are tjieir Confcicnces pf 
that puling Kind, that will fubmit to be fed with 
this Milk of fiab45 ;—- they have Digeftjon for 
ftrongerFood, 

Having thus far cleared the Gamejier from thofe 
Imputations, that might affeft him in his private arid 
j)ublic Capacity, I (hall now proceed to mention 
fome Advantages that rcfult from ^is FraQice, 

One great Advantage of Gflmlng is, that it teaches 
irs to bear up againft the Charms of Wealth, and 
TTerrors of Poverty. For my own Part it hath feri- 
oufly affected me to refleft, that Money, the grand 
3ourcc and End of all human Counfels, the Cor- 
ruptor of Patriots, and Divider of Princes, for which 
Beauties languifh, Heroes fight, and Sages write 
upon Virtue ; fhould come to be utterly difregarded 
js aThingof noEfteenx, amidfta general Di Ablution 
of Morals, and In the Dreo-s of Time. There have 
been PKilorophers who have defpifed Riches, wheo 
ihey could not get at them ; and fome who have 
advifcd the World to defpife them, v^hile they hav.e 
l>een boarjing themfclves : "but no Age, except the 

prefent^ 
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prefent, hath produced Spirits afpirijig to this high 
Perfeijlion ; that have courted Poverty in the mid ft 
of Plenty ; renounced £afe, when they were born 
to Luxur y; and harraffed their Conftitutions to cf- 
kSt Defigns, which the reft of Mankind, wholly 
blinded by Prejudice, are furS to confider as inr 
famous and deteflable, 

Having mentioned Philofophers, I cannot find in 
my Heart to proceed, without confideringfrom what 
Seft among the Ancients, the Principles and Tenets 
of our modern Gentlemen feem to be derived ; and 
upon mature Reflexion, I find they are built upon 
the |luins .;0f the Cyrenciicy the Founder of which 
vras JriJIippuSi the fineft Gentleman of his Age ; 
and no doubt aGameJler. And whoever has turned 
his Thoughts to examine theCondu6land Opinions 
of that Philofopher, as they are delivered to us by 
the.moft authentic Writers, will find the Parallel 
ftriking enough -to juftify a longer Digrefiion thap I 
at prefent defign to mal^e, 

And firft Jriflippus wsls celebrated for his uncom- 
mon Contempt of Money ; for, being on a Journey^ 
and finding his Attendants lag behind, t( o heavy 
laden with Treafurc, he ordered them to leave it 11^ 
the Defart, andpurRied his Way without it. 



In media jujftt Libya, 



Servos projicere aurum 



The Slaves at his Command 



Scattered his Gold on Libycfs barren Sand^ 

In 
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In Imitation of which Proceeding, his Followers 
imong us (hew the utmoll Forwardncfs to divefi, 
themfelvii efthat Incumbfram* as ia&ax poffible. 

Some Pcrfons have been furprifed, bow our mo- 
dern Gentlemen can fuftain that Charaflerundcr the 
'ftrangc Varietjr of Drcfs that Fajhion prefcribci. 
What a difFerc'iit Appearance is made by' the fame 
Individual, -when ^ou fce'him fauntring m the Mall 
and lounging in the Play-houfe ? Yet ftill the Gen- 
tleman apptars through all."' AH' which is direfl- 
ly traced fro:n the Pattern of Jrljlipput : Some- 
times he niSde a Figure in purple Robes ; and often 
as [i] Diogenes Laeritus" oHerves^ he wouI4 wait 
about with a N^wn^arHct^fwhch in his Hand, his 
Hair in Papers, and iii the Ancajltr Cock : ' ' ' 

^iidlibet indulut celelerrlma per hca vadft, 
'Perfcnamqae prtt nm tncancinnm utramque. Hor, 
'His Drefsjtho' ':innc.-:,px'dthe public Eyes,' -^ 

^ndJhtw'daK KUgaiue thatmock'dDtfguife. 

Ari/?ippi:;„\\zi a wonderful Penchant towards th^ 
rair'Sc^'ili^tt-cuId ridJ'Poft at any Time, rathef 
thajii'^^' Rjs''A^ii.-:tio.':s : And once it is record- 
ed lit rSttrfe a loji'jjyoysg^, for the Pleafure of con- 
varfrnj wjththe't'elehrated Lais, the p—nny M-rry 
if her A^;-. But bere tiie Scholars have far out- 
ftrippcd tKeir M^ftcr, if w'jexceptthe Sailing Expe- 
dition, which Fortune hatli put out of the Qiieftion, 
by providing thcni wiili Miftreffes, as weii as Sur- 
geons, in tvnr-^ Street, 

[i] In Vif , j\r;(lipti. 

It 
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It will not appear ftrange, after what was faid irji 
the laft Paragraph that Ari/iippus had feveral na- 
tural Children ; but there being no Fcundling Hofpi- 
ial in thofe Daysj he tbld their Mothers, in his eafy 
JVayy Procreation was not what he dcfired or /«- 
tended 'y that for his Part, he confidered Children 
as rnere bodily Secretions : However, if the Parifi 
chofe to provide for them^ he, had no Obje<9;ion» 
t)ur Proceeding, till of late, was the cxadl Coun- 
terpart of this : Now indeed the Cafe is altered ; 
and Gentlemen commit Fornication in the Spirit of 
Patriotifm, in order to raife Supplies for the Herring 
iPijhery. 

However, there is one thing which it would be 

linfair in me to fupprefs : Horace introduces Ari^ 

Jiippus holding a Converfation with Diogenes the 

CynU^ wherein he fays of himfelf, what Hiftory hath 

likewile confirmed ; 



Equus ut me portet, alat rexj 



Officiumfacio 



I fell my Flattery, for Gain^ 



And fawn for Luxury which Kings maintain. 

. The Philofopher, it (eems, not being bom to an 
independent Fortune^ condefcended to accept certain 
gratuities from the Prir^ces and Great Men of his 
Time; 2n6y for fear oflofing his Penfton^ was their 
very obfequious and devoted humble Servant ; which 
is the only material PoiBt, wherein his Charai£ler 

differs 
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differs from that of our Nobility, to whom nothing 
of this Sort can, with any Colour, be objedled/ 

But to return to my Argument (which I do 
ivith the fame Pleafure that i. Gentleman who has 
cut out, returns to a Rubber)^ another Advantage of 
Gaming is, that it clears the Mind of many uneafy 
Paflions. TulJy has left us a Treatifc againft Per- 
turbations ; but, in my Opinion, Mr. Hoyle has pub- 
liflied a much better for Ufe and Pradtice : For 
whoever has ftudied the Works of this Philofopher, 
enjoys a State of moft blefled Infenfibility : He is in 
perfeft Charity with all Mankind, forgiving Injuries, 
and forgetting Benefits : He has a Wife and Chil- 
dren, Relations and Friends ; but he has neither 
Fears for their Welfare, nor Tears for their Diftrefs : 
He bears their .Affliftions with the moft Chriftian 
Patience, and kiffes the Rod with which Providence 
hath chaftifed them : Conforming precifely to that 
Divine and Stoical Precept of EpiSletus^ " If thy 
*' Friend be in Extremity, thou mayeft fay thou 
*' haft Pity on him ; but be fure not to feel 
*' any, becaufe that is an Infirmity beneath the 
*' Dignity of Man." 

A third Advantage refulting from this Pra£l:ice is, 
the Influence it hath upon the Military Eftablifli- 
ment. It muft give Pleafure to every Lover of his 
Country, to obferve us exadlly tracing the Plan, 
which Horace prefcribes in that folemn Ode ad- 
drefied to his Friends, for the reftoring warlike 

Difcipline 
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Difcipllne among the Roman Youth : Speaking 6f 
whom he fays j . 

Auguftam^ amtci^ pauperiem pati 
R$buJ}us acri militia puer 
C§ndifcat^ fe' Parthos feroces 
Vexet eques metuendus bajfa. 

Let the Wave Youths^ whofe Souls for Glory panfj 
Sujiain the manly Difcipline of IVant^ 
Theyne^erjhdlljhrinkffom Death^s impending BloWy 
Nor breathe from Slaughter^ ^tillthefve quell' d the Foe. 

Horace appears to have been very fond of this Doc- 
trine ; for, in another Part of his Works, he tells 
a Story of a Soldier in Lucullus's Army, who had 
been robbed of all his Money by Thieves^ The Fel- 
low was in a violent Rage, fwore like a Trooper ; 
and, fully determined neither to give nor take Quar- 
ter, runs to the Head of the Forlorn-hope, ftorms 
a Caftle, and fhielded by his Defpair, came off 
without Lofs of Life or Limb ; but when he had 
reimburfed himfelf by Plunder, his Courage by no 
means feconded the Motion his General made to 
him foon after, to go upon fuch another Expedition ; 
for he very coolly aiked him, 

D^ye think me^ noble General^ fuch a Sot ? 
Lei him take Cajllts who has ne'er a Groat, 

Mr. Pope. 

From whence we may collefl:, that Men in eafy 
Circumjiances are not the fitted to go upon d^fperate 
Adventures ; and that thpfe who have charged 

throw irh 
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through a Troop of (^redito^, are moft likely to 
have the fame Succefs when they face an Enemy. 

».'■ 

a 

What then (hall we fay to a Brttijh Army, in 
which there ^re/)/rij^f—J/tf^ rt Dei^en Officers, 
all Gamin^-froofy with empty Purfes, and ftarved 
Hopes, who fear neither God nor Devi)^ have felt 
the word that Man can do, and have laid in a Fund 
of Defperation fufficient to anfwer the Exigencies 
of an whole Campaign, though it were commanded 
by Hafinibal him{e\n And (hall we renounce fucH 
Advantages as thefe, in which the Intercfts of £»- 
rope are concerned, to gratify popular Prejudice and 
Clamour ? I take Gaming^ confidered in this Lightj 
to be the beft Inftrument for enabling us to fulfill 
our Treaties on the Continent. 

Another great Advantage of Gaming is, that, like 
Charity, it is the conftant Reconciler of Differences,^ 
and the chief Uniter of Mankind : Here, Company 
meet without the leaft Regard to Age, Condition,,^ 
or Party: Fortune's Veterans mix with young Ad- 
venturers, and teach them the Path to Honour:. 
The Courtier and the Patriot cut in together, ^equallf 
complain of Grievances^ and want Supplies : No 
Man's Principles are queftioned, if his Credit be 
uncontefted; for Money is indifferent to Parties, 
aJid freely lifts itfelf on either Side.' 

To conclude ; let me offer one Argument, which 
perhaps will weigh more with our Opponents than 

either 
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either Reafon or Juftice ; and t)iat is, the Impoffi- 
bility of fucceeding in their Attempt. This is no 
Time to exped Succefs in Proje£b that have been 
fo often baffled. What hath the Wifdom of the 
Nation efFeftcd by its Laws, or the Fury of the 
Rabble by its Clamours i The Rulers have confpired 
together J and the People imagine a vain thing. Vain 
indeed ! They had better therefore renounce their 
Oppofition while they can do it with a good Grace^ 
9nd fay at once with the Great Durandarte^ 

Ic] Patience ! andjbuffle the Cards. 

[(] VUe Don Quixote* 
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Mr. GARRICK. 



A 



S I It, 

S in the Watttonhefs bf your pfetulant 
Fancy^ you have fallen upon a Sett of 
Gentlemen, who cannot poffibly have given 
you any perfonal Provocation ; I have thought 
proper to prefix your Name to this their De- 
fence, and call upon you thus publickly to 
juftify your Behaviour, if it be poffible* But 
furely. Sir, it muft have been a fecret Admi- 
ration of their Elegant and Refined Maimers, 
tbjft called forth ybUt Spleen, to turn into 
• TRidicuIe thofe foft Adcomplifhmeiits yoii de- 
, i*ri|mired to equal ; and as a Comic Writer did 
V * by the Divine Socrates^ niimic and burlefqile 
•ui>on the Stage what you had not the Face to 
[ imitate in real Life. But your Wit was as im- 

* potent as your Malice was ftrong. Your Farce 
':- was no fooner feen, than it Was lauded at ; 

^ , you know. Sir, it was laughed at ; moil pro- 
■ji^ digioufly laughed at : A plain proof, that it 
■t .was judged to be very ridiculous, 
'\ . ' O 3 Believe 






ipS To Mr. CJARRICK. 

Believe me. Sir, you have fallen moS, mile- 
rably Ihort in youy Attempt. And how fliould 
ft be otherwife ? Ttm pretend to exhibit a Re- 
prefentation of ^e Pretty Gentleman, who are 
by no mean$ an jidept in. the Charafter ! Ton ! 
that are an entire Stranger to thofe fine Senfa- 
tions, which are requifite to give a thorough 
Notion, and true Relifli of the Enjoyments it 
affords ! How fliould you paint what Nature 
bas not given you Faeultie» to fed ? As far 
as She leakh joa by the Hand, you may, per- 
haps, fucceed : But to leave her behindy, and 
tread thofe fccret Paths to which her Guidance 
never points ; ^is, Mr. Garricky ^is is far 
beyond the Power of your limited Genius. 

So ^iriflidng you Biore fortunate in your next 
EfTay, and wife enough never to expofe your- 
felf agjun to Derifion^ by endeavouring tx> 
laugh out of Countenance a Chara&er, which 
all fenfible Men look upon with Admiratim 
and Afiomjhmenty I take leave to iubfcribe my-^ 
felf, as much as I ought to be> 

SIRs 

Tour HumlU Servanfy 
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THE 

HE Theatre ii faid to be the prober School^ 
f6r cc^rtt&tng the little Irregul^ities and 
Foible^ of Mankind; an^ hd NJDethod is 
Iheld^ mdre likely l<> check die Growth of Folfy,- 
thaii to bring it to full View in Scenes of humo- 
rous Rieprefentation. But theii the Comic Writer 
ihould be; teritaih, thiit what he endeavoured to ex- 
i>ofe, be realljr an Obje3 of Ridicule; otherwife 
he not only ofiehds againft die Rules of die Droma^ 
but the I^recepts t!i Virtue. 

1 aiti led into thefe Reflcfiioib, by a latcFferfor- 
mahce exhibited oh oiir Stage, wherein the Author 
attethpts to laugh out of Countenance that mlltfy^ 
ing Elegance which manifefts itfelf with fuch a be- 
Witching Grace, in the r^«>i Youths of this.rw/- 
iivated Age. It h iii Defence of thefe injured Gen- 
tlemen that i have taken Up my Pei| ; and how 
well qualified I am to execute futh ah XJndertaking, 
the Reader will be cox^^viAced, if he has but Pa- 
tience t^ perufe carefully the following Sheets. 

O 4. Amidft 
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Amidft all my Refearches into the Hiftory of this 
Country, I do not find one Pretty Gentleman, 
till the glorious Reign of Kingyames'l. This Prince 
had an odd Mixture of contrary Qualities. In fome 
refpeds he retained the Rufticity of GoihU Manners ; 
in others he ^as very refined. 

Lord Clarendon aflures us» ^* That His Afdfi Sa^ 
•* end Maje/tyyirzs fo highly delighted. with a Beau- 
** tiful Perfon and Fine Cloaths, that thefe were 
^* the chief Recommendations to the Great Offices 
•* of Statist" A convincing Proof (begging the 
xioble Hiitbrian's Pardon) of that Monarch's Yu- 
perior Talents for Government. 

« 

In the Reign of Charles I. this Refinement funk 
in the Reputation : For how indeed was it poffible^ 
that a genuine Tafte could be cultivated, when 
falilandw^s beheld with general Admiration, and 
JVdlUr read with general Delight ? 

Harder ftill was her Fate, under the Rebukes of 
an auftere Republic, and a four Proteftor. The 
very Lttyatijls themfelvcs were treated with lefs Ri-» 
gbur, and not a Man of any Elegance durft even 
Ihow his Heath. 

But when Monarchy was reftored, Ti?/?/ emerged 
from her Obfcurity, and fhone with fome Degree of 
Luftre, For though the Prince was fomewhat in- 
elegant in himfclf, yet thac downy Eafty which was 
chcrilhcd under his aufpicious Influence, was highly 

favourable 
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favourable to the Cultivation of {oft Manners \ 
notwithftanding the malicious Efforts of Milton^ 
Penhamj Dcrfet^ Biukingbam^ and Drydsn. 

From this Period, to the Beginning of the prefent 
Century, her Progrefs was now and then checked 
by the Blafts of Envy ; yet, upon the whole, Ihe 
made fome tolerable Shoots \ when at laft, a Sett of 
malevolent Spirits arofe, who [^], with a cruel and 
bloody-minded Zeal, entered into a Combination 
to deftroy this lovely Plant, both Root and Branch* 
The better to effed their barbarous Refoiution, 
they fet up an idd ci their own Fancy, afcribed 
to it all the Attributes <of the Graces^ and with the 
Artifice of deceiving BIandi{hment3, allured the 
Majority of the jMation to fall down and wor&ip 
the Image which they had fet up. 

Hence it was that Elegance became a negle<5led 
Character, and the Pretty 'Gentleman an Obje£l of 
general Contempt and barbarous Raillery. 

'But rio fooner were thefc Enemies removed, than 
the Sons of Delicacy made an Attempt to rife again : 
And how fuccefsful they have been, every Place of 
polite Refort does fully witnefs; and notwithftanding 
all Oppofition, they are determined to pu{h on their 
Defigns, and polifli the "Britijh iVIanncrs. Nov/ the 
better to carry on this glorious Scheme of Rcfarma- 
tion, thefe Gentlemen nave erecled themfelves int» 

[a] Under the r^rmsof 7rf/7rr«-, SpcHjto'rsy znil Cuajdhes. 

an 
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ah Amicable Society, and from the Prtiiciples on 
which it is founded, haVe very pertinently ftilcd it. 

The Frattrnity 6f Pretty Gentleman. 

As lib allbciated Body c^n poffibly fubfift, unlefd 

they are cemented by ah Uhidrt of Hearts^ the grand 

Principle of this Fellowfliip: is mutual Love, which; 

it muft be confcffed, they carry to the higheft Pitch; 

In this Refpeft-, they are not inferioir to the 'iff* 

^\«rt, The facrei Theban Bimd^ fo illuftrious ill 

Story. Such ah Harmony of Tiemper li prefirrVed 

ambngft them*, fuch a Sam^efs is there in all their 

Wofdb and Adions^ that the Spirit of One feems t6 

have pafied into tiie Othtr \ or father, they all breathe 

the famt Soul. This is thfe fetret Charm that the 

Platbr^Jis talk of, the intelleSual Faculty; whicH 

connects one Man with another, and ties the Knot 

of virtuous Fnendf&ip. But I need n6t dwell any 

longer on a Subjed, which can admit of no Debate | 

the Notoriety of the Faft is even betome firover* 

hid amongft us, and evtry one crieig out, 

.. ■ ■ ' 

MagfUa ejl inter MottiES coiicordia / 

1 fhall now open another Scene; and p^fent td 
the Reader a View of theit Studies and Employ- 
ments ; whete he wfll find them no lefs Worthy of 
his Admiratidi and Regard; 

They do not indeed pbnfume their Hours jh fuch 
Points of vain Speculation, wherein the Pride of 
^eafon and Learning has rodm to operate. And in- 
deed there \% fomediihg in the Drudgery of Map- 

Kulirti 
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euline Knowledge, hy no means adapted to Youths 
of To nice a Frame, that it cannot be faid, they ard 
ever invigorated with perfe6^ Health. The enfeebled 
Tone of their Organs and Spirits does therefore na- 
turally difpofe them to the fofter and -more refined 
Studies ; Furniture, Equipage^ Drefs, the Tiririg 
Room, and the Toy-lhop. — ^What a Fund is here 
for Study ! And vrfiat a Variety of eafy Delights ! 
Or, if the Mind is bent upon Manual Exercife, the 
Knotting'Bag is ready at hand ; and their (kilful 
Fingers play their Part. Notwithftanding the Ridi- 
cule, which, is thrown upon this Part of the Cha-* 
rader, it appears to me, rather to merit onr Jpplau/i^ 
than to provoke our Lattghter. With what Satisfac- 
tion have I beheld five or fix of thefe elegant Youths 
interfperfed with an equal Number of Ladies, almoft' 
as delicate 'as themfelvesi ind vying with them in 
their own Accomplifliments f Rouzed by the Ardor 
of Emulation, they work for Glaryj aftd aflcrt the 
Priae of Fiminme Merit • 

With equal Skill their prafiifed Fingers apply the 
Needje, and rejoin the Lape : With equal Facility 
they convey the gliding Shuttle through the opening* 
Thread, and form the various Knot^. Pretty Inno^ 
cents ! How virtuoufly, how ufefully are their Hours^ 
employed f Not in the wrangling Squabbles of the 
Bar, or the unmannerly Contentions of the Senate V 
not in the robuii Sports of the Field, or in a toiU 
fome Application to ungentleman-like Science ; but 
in the pretty Fancies of Drefs, in Criticifms upon 
J^aihionsy In the artful Difpofition of China Jars, and 

other 
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other Foreign Trinkets ; in fowing, and knitting^ 
Garters, in knotting of Fringe, and every gentle 
Exercife of Feminine GEconomy. / 

If from their Studies we turn our Attention to 
their Converfation, we rouft be convinced, that in 
this Refped likewife they are (o far from meriting 
Contempt, that nothing in the World can be more 
leiined, or more engaging* 

It is an eftabliihed Maxim In this School of Man- 
.ners, never to oppofe the Sentiments of the Com- 
pany. Every Gentleman aflTents to every thing that 
is faid. Sometimes indeed, you may hear what 
appears, at iirft, like a Difference of Judgment : But 
have a little Patience, and you will find it is only the 
genteel Interchange of Sentiments: For Sippiu: 
will go over to the Opinion of Fannius^ rather than 
be fo rude to contradi<^ him; and Fanmus will 
allow his Friend to be in the right, rather than be 
thought fo ill-bred as to give up fuch. a Trifle as his 
■own Judgment. Whereas your unredified Spirits 
are eternally infifVing upon the natural Right of 
maintaining their Opinions, ai^d the Liberty 
•of fpeaking their Minds. 

» 

The Liberty of fpeaking your Mind ! ^ A pretty Af- 
fertion truly ! I know not what Arguments may be 
drawn, in favour of it, from the mufty Precepts of 
antiquated Sages, but I am certain, that Good- 
breeding abfolutcly di fallows it : Neither indeed is 
il.rcconcikable with common Senfeand Difcrctioii*; 

for 
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for he who difapproves my Sentiments, does, in 
cffcSt, tell mn I am a FooU Confequently, let him 
talk ever (q well, and reafon (as you call it) ever fo 
juftly, he is furc to give Offence : Whilft the yield-r 
ingCompanion, the well bred Aflenter, never failt 
to conciliate Favour ; for there is not a more engag- 
ing Compliment to the Underftanding, than to fa- 
crifice your ^wn Vanity to That of another. 

A Pretty Gentleman therefore feared ever diijents. 
H^ will indeed fometimes fay. Oh ! pard*n me^ mi 
Dear! I ke\*t poffibly be of that Jpinion ! But then 
this is only a polite Artifice, that he may flatter your 
Judgment with a finer Addrefs, when he afterwards 
fuiFershimfelt to be convinced by your fuperior Rea- 
foning. To give him his Due, he has no Attach- 
ment to any one Opinion in the World, but that -fit 
preferving the Rules of Good-breeding. In all other 
Cafes, he has an Affent entirely a| your Service ; 
and you cannot change Sides oftener, than this moft 
ebfequiotts humble Servant will follow you. A 
Trangreffion of Decorum is indeed fo fhocfcing to 
his Nature, that he cannot let it pafs without Cor- 
re£tioi^i but then it is always infli£led with a gentle 
Hand. The fcvprefl ^imadverfion iiever rilc^ 
beyond this^ 

Ob! fie! ye filthy Creter! 

The Epithet yf/f^, as it appears upon Paper, maj^ 
feem fomewhat coarfe and unclean : But where you 
to hear how he liquidates the Ha'rlhnefb of the Sound, 
^d CQiKcals the Impurity pf the Idea by a fweetjehisd 

Accent, 
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Accent, you would grow enamoured of his Ad* ^ 
drefs, and admire the enchanting Beauties of re-» 
fined Elocution. Ob! fie ! ye fik-hjf Creter f How 
jcafy, how gentle, xboiQr l^umane a Chaftifement for 
the higheft Qffence ! 

It 1^ been obferved (but I don't remember by 
what Author) that there are two Kinds of Converfa* 
tion : The one, cjofe and continued ; the other, loofe 
and unconne&ed. The Firfi was pra£tifed amongft 
us while the Enemies of Elegance prevailed : But 
now,.the Latter has defervedly g;^ined the Afcendant; 
as it is perfe£Uy fuited to the Turn and Caft pf our 
polite Aflemblies of every Denomination [i]. Th^ ^ 
Gravity of dull Ki^owledge is at lad happily ex*- 
ploded : Mafculine Senfe and Wit are rejeSed as ob» 
folete and unfafhionable Talents ; and better fup* 
plied by the more engaging Charms of the contrary 
Qualities. Nothing is now heard, but fweet Chit-t 
chat, and tender PritjtkrPrattle, Shreds of Senti- 
ments, and Ciittings pf Sentefices^ — ^ ipft and 
charming, d<sga;^t and polite. 

By this Ihort Abftra(3: of thp prevailing Turn in 
polite Converfation, the Reader fees, that the Pretty, 
Gentlemen muft neceffarily be the beft Company 5 
becaufe he will neither ofiend by the abominable 
Coarfenefsof ;«t7»i^ Reafon, nor the ungrateful Poig- 
nancy of keen Repartee : But thougl^ he is not fucb 

[^] DnuHS, Kettle-Drums^ Drum-Majors, Eputs, Hurries, Riots, 
Tumults, and HelteivSkelterSy the feveral Ap^Utions by wHch the 
modern AiTemblies ar^ aptly charaiteri^^ and diftioguiihed. 

a F09L 
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g F^oJ, or To ill-bred -as to be down- right ffliiy^ he 
will now and then indulge himfelf in what he calls. 
The little Efcapes of Fancyy which 1 will not injure 
fp much as to ranjc them under the Denomination 
of Wit. If the Company happens to grow languid, 
Famius has an admirable Talent at reviving their 
Spirits, by fomc pretty familiar Remark or other ; 
which, obvious as ft is, would never have entered 
into the Head of an unrefined Mortal. On fuch an 
Occafion thi$ little Wag will pat a Lady over thc^ 
Shoulder, and tell her with the moft facetious Leer, 
/ vew Mime^ youWe immgderately entertaining. 

And though this is all he fays, yet there is fome- 
thing in the Manner^ in the Accent^ and in the-^/ 
dorCt know what \ that the Company inftantly revive, 
and begin again to exchange their Words., Nor let 
any Man imagine that this is a trifling Talent, 
which can raife Something out of — ^Nothing, and 
reftore a Society to Chearfulnefs and Pleafantry; 
for good Manners require that Converfation fhould . 
be kept up at any Rate. 

But when I told ybu that their Raillery was th^ 
moft inpfFenfiye thing in Nature, and operated {o 
finely, that it could fcarce be felt ; yet as there are 
np general Maxims but what have fome Exceptions, 
I confefs that Lepidulus now and then fteps beyond 
^he Rules of the Community, and, like a little Wafp 
as he is, leaves his Sting in the Wound he inflitSls. 
A certain Lady, who affedis a mafculine Senfe and 
Spirit of Jocularity, gave herfelf tjie Liberty to rally 
"' * ' ' the 
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the modern Refinements, and in the Ardor of bor 
Zeal was tranfported fomewhat beyond the Limits 
of Decorum. Upon this, Lipidulus was fo exafpe* 
rated, that he could not, for the Soul of him, con^ 
tain any longer, but fteps towards her with a 
nettled Air, looks her full in the Face, and with a 
rebuking Countenance, mixed with Fear, gave 
Vent to hi? .Sl^ecn. " 1 vew, Me'me it— it— it*s 
•* not — widiout infinite Pains— that yu're able— » 
•* to make yurefelf lefs am'able," 

This cutting Reproof, juft and feafonable as it 
was, would hardly have pafled uncenfured by the 
Fraternity, had it not been excufed by the high 
Provocation, which occafioned it« 

The other Day when tlie whole Body was aflem- 
bled, they had the Patience to perufe that abomina- 
ble Farce now under my Correftioni '' It is the' 
•* mofl aftonifhing Thing in Nater, crFes TeneUuSj 
" that (b low a Performence (hould meet wi' fuch 
" pop'lcr Applaufc ! — O Lard ! Oh Lard ! as I hope 
^* for Mircy, replies LepiduluSy there's re'lly now 
•* nothing at all fupprizing in the Cafe ; for pop'ler . 
•* Fame is nothing but Jlr ; and Jir (as you Scho- 
•* lars tells us) nat'rally prefles into— a Vac'uum* 
*« He— he— he— he ! 

Though this was a keen Conceit, yet as it refleiSled 
Honour on the Community, it was fo highly reliflied,^ 
that they bad certainly broke out into a loud Laugh- , 
W> were it^ not that fuch Burfis of Mirth are looked 

upon. 
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tiponas the Marks offavage Manners. A governai 
Smile, or fo— they judge to be not at all ungraceful. 
Nay, an Hdlf-Laugh^ upon i Very e5ctra6rdiflary Oc- 
cafion, is hot efteemed a Departulre ffdm Decorum. 
But then, the utmoft Cautioh imaginable is taken^ 
that it proceed no farther. And it is pledfaritettoUgH 
to fee thd.little Difficulties they ftniggle with in fup-' 
preffing the Inclination. The tickling Sexife of the 
home-felt Conceit, put the rifible Features into 
Motion ; but then it is inftantly, checked by the 
quick Impiilfe of fine Sehfation; The one prompt^ 
io give full vent to the rifing Joy ; the other hvii 
'—forbear. It is this pretty Altercation^ w)rich pro- 
duces that tempered Laughj which plays with fuch i- 

Grace on the Countenance of a Pretty Gentleman. 

* 

By what I have already advanced, the Reader may 
j)robabIy perceive, that their Laftguagq aiid Didlioii 
has the moft eiTential Requilite df Style, and that thef 
Sound always echoes to the Senfe. But fince this Part 
of the Charafter has been a SuBjed of our Mimic'^ 
Raillery, I fhall product fuch Inftances, as will in^ 
conteftably demortftrate the Triith bf my Affertidn* 

Some Time ago, four or five of thefe elegant^' 
Youths were invited to dine.at Lady .Brt/y-^-^fci— '-*» 
The firft Difh that was ferve^ up happened to be a' 
Leg of Lamb andSpinage\ at the Si]^t of Whic]l> 
Fannius inftantly fainted away« 

«' Oh Lard ! izyiTimdtttuty fetch fome bfjips/* 
" Takeaway the Diflj/'cricd :«ff/6W<i-<«PWha^h«- 
VoL.I. P "has 
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•* has fome 'Tipathy to Lamb.'* *' No, no, rcp''« 
•* Tenellus^ he has evermore his Hyfterics at this 
•* Time of the Year.— Let him alone, for Hev'ns 
•* Sake ! don't croud about'm j — he'll come to him- 
*« felf prefently.*' — " Fetch a little Pepper-mint- 
** water fays CoitiluSj it is — 

By this Tuile Fannius^ finding his Spirits^ return, 
gently lifted up his Head, — and after half a Dozen 
Sighs— ♦« Heigh ! Hoh ! Where am I ?™Well— 
•* I proteft— -I am quite— -dhamed to— to— But— 
<i do you know, whenever I fee a Leg of Lamb and 
*^ Spinagey it is fo like— that it puts me in mind of — 
** [Here he hurft out into a Flood ofTears]^''It puts 
^* me in mind of my dear, — dear Bitch C^/^^— fun- 
•• ning berfcif upon a Grafs-Plot ! What a dull Cr6- 
** ter wiis I, replied the Lady, that I could not think 
•« of this ! * But upon my Veracity ! I never heard 

'*« a Syllable that Cbtoe was . It was fure the 

<< moft engaging Company 1 And had the fofteft 
** Coat ! Well it was an infinitely pretty Creter 1" 

** Oh dear Me'me \ replied Fanntut — Not a Word 
** more, I entreat you.— Your Favor is an Antidote 
^' againft all misfortunes." Upon this he dried up 
his Tears ; . the Company fat down again, and all 
was well. I have given this Narrative not only as a 
beautiful Specimen of their Language, but as an ex- 
emplary Inftance of great Humanity of Temper. 

■ 

Nor are they lefs excellent in what is commonly 
odled the Epyiolary^Styk^i but more properly Mijftve, 
Qonverfation : , The Reader will he lully convinced 

- • " ' ' " ^ " ' ©f 
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bf this, if he gives his Attention tp the following; 
Specimens* 

J C^A RD. , 

** Lord MoIUcuWs Compliments to Sir Roiey 7>* 
*' nellus — hopes did not ketch Cold laft Night when ' 
*' he went from th* Oppera — ^{hall be proud of his 
^' Company at Cards nex Wenfday fennit|-— to 
*' meet Lady Betty^ and begs will not faiU" 

When the Sentiments arp committea to Paper^ 
the Di&ion rifes to aii higher ritch, prcfetying at 
the fame time, a great Ciegree of the kindred Form. . 

Copy of a LEtTfiK ftbin Sir 7%omajn " 
Lepidulus, to Narcijfus Shadow^ Efq. 

Mi Dere Neffy^ 
JEscpe^ed yu tuud ha* rrtBrted upon that troital Mon-- 
Jtify who ataVdyu left Niti at Ludy Betty's.— r« 
ceriinly had it in )itre Pour j-^^/ upon mafuer D'libe-- 
ration J IveWy I think yuwasin the Right to turn it 
eff^ and treat the Reeth wV good Manners. Yu fint 
Geniujfes who^clypfes every hody^ certainly for that Re^ 
Jon ows every body infnite Civility. Pour Pu/s is better 
this Moming^^Fever pretty much abated. Pray^ mi 
Dercy how is yure Cold ? I tho*t yu was vajlly boarfl 
laft Ktte^ Better not ftir abroadr^Weatber' s extrihmlj^ 
piercing. I hate this deteftable Climate ^ as much dsr^ 
Yu willfupply the rj/?— 

jfdieUf dere NeJ^^ 
I Yours infinitely^ 

V % T. Lbpidulvs* 



i 



a I? THE PRETTY CmTLEMAl^. 

Narciffus read this Letter to his Valet; and hav- 
ing talked the Subjeft over with* him, not perhaps 
to borrow ariy of the Fellow's Sentiments, but to 
give Rife to fomc in bimieif, wrote the following 
Anfwcr— * 

J^Prote/i to yovy^my dear Leppy, / was fiv^al 
Times upon the Point of breaking out , with the 
Sharpnefs of Rebuke. Was there ever fuch a naufeota 
Creter f to confefs the Truth^^^I Jhud certainly have 
heen fever e upon bimy but that. — it is much more be- 
€oming a Gentlemany not Jo fay any thing fubje^i to in^ 
convenient Interpretations. The Fellow Js^^what you 
callfprightlf^but has not the leq/i Tin£iur4 ofDeli^ 
€acy about him. Pray^ have youfeen the New Play ? 
JJhifCt beeafy till 1 have jure Opinion. 

My Sufpicions are confirmed. Amoriculus (wud 
You believe it ?} the abominable Mam is^ bona fide, 
become a Parent by his Criminal Gratifications. 

Adieuy Deery I Love meat I do Tau'^and more^^ 
ifTou can. 



Yours for ever 3 



P,S. HalfHourpaftz, 
CoiA{ to DfofSt 



N. Shadow* 
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And what now have the Sons of Momus to objeft 
agalnft the Style of a Pretty Gentleman ? Here is 
«vcry Requifite in Fine Writing : Here is Brevity, 
Softnefs, Pi:opriety, and Eafe. Happily freed from 
the Shackles of conne^ing and rsjiraining Rules, the 
Di£tion roves and wanders, now here, now there j 
and, with a wondrous Facility, glides fo impercep^ 
tibly from one Flower to another, that the moft 
fubtile Pcnetrator would be at a Lofs to find, where 
This ends, /and where That begins. Some Negli- 
gences there are indeed ; but they are fuch as niaft 
be allowed the trueft Ornaments of Speech.-— Let 
any Man examine |the Letters I have here faithfully 
tranfcribed, and tell me whether he does not admire 
the little Careleffneffes which are beautifullv inter- 
fperfed in tHefe pretty Gompofitions. . If thefe ar6 
PaultSy itmuft be owned that they are truly charm- 
ing : One cannot but delight in the lovely Errors, 
and fay of this Style what ^intilian did of Seneca's^ 

Abundat Dukibus Vitiis. 

It is a common Obfervation, that nothing bas 
fpoiled more Authors than the affected Imitation of 
another Man's Diftion. Every one has fome natu- 
ral Bent, fomething peculiar in his Genius, which if 
he does not follow, hb will never be able to fpeak or 
write with any Sucfcefs. The Pretty Gentleman care^ 
fully avoids this Error, and follows his natural Ge- 
nius. He neither writes like Jddifiny nor talks like 

C ; but nobly difdains all fervile Imitation. His 

Language is Original : It is his Own : axid I defy 

P3 M 
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the fnarling Critic to produce any thing like it. I 
fpeak only of the Style ; for I will not deny, that 
fometimes he will condefcend to /leal an Hint from 
another^ as may be feen in the Specime^is I have 
gi^en. But hdw does hejhalit ? No otherwife than 
like thofe, who (as Garth fays of Dry den) fteal Beg- 
gars Children, only to cloath them the better. 

Another Obje£k of this Mimic's Raillery is, that 
'fweet placability of Tamper, which obliges a re- 
fined Gentleman to put up even repeated Injuries 
and Affronts, rather than avenge them by the ufual 
Method of demanding Satisfaction. 

I am ^•t apprehenfive that this Part of his Cha- 
xader is lefs defenfible than the reft. I could pro- 
duce fomp tolerable Arguments agaiftft Duelling, 
Mirawn from certain Principles, which were once 
looked upon to be the Rules of Human Condu^» I 
cquld eafdy prove, that the fingle Combat is dfir 
rived from Gothic Manners, and is abfolutely incon- 
fiftent with the Charadler of a Gentleman. But 
fuch Reafonings as thefe are neither fo well adapt- 
ed to the Times, nor fo pertinent to the Caufe I 
have undertaken. Waving then this kind of De- 
fence, upon this fingle Argument I lay my whole 
Strcfs— *' The Pretty Gentleman will not fight, — 
** becaufe — He is not ahle**^ . 

And can any Man produce a better Reafon for not 

doing a Thing, than to make it manifeft — that he 

cannot ? 

BchoH 
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Behold that tender Frame ! Thofe trembling 
Knees ! Thofe feeble Joints ! Obfervc that fine 
Complexion ! Examine that fmooth, that Velvety 
Skin ! View that Pallor which fpreads itfelf over his 
Countenance ! Hark, with what feminine Softnefs 
his Accents fteal their way through his half-opened 
JLrips ! Feel that foft Palm ! Thofe flendcr Fingers, 
^ccuftomed only to handle Silks and Ribbons, the 
cafy piercing Needle, or foft-gliding Shuttle j but 
unpraflifed in the raugh Exercife of Warlike Wea- 
pons ! Mark all thefe, and a Tfeoufand other gentle 
Imbecillities, and then tell me, impartial Reader^ 
^vhether fuch a Being is formed for Battle ?^ — ^You 
cannot think it : You will not fay it, I will there- 
fore venture to afErm, that He is fo far from deferv- 
jng Contempt and Ridicule, when he declines th6 
Combat, that he merits (Ar Efteem and Applaufe. 
He therefore whp is fo \>^k as to aiFront, or fend a 
Challenge tp fuch a Perfon, is an arrant Coward. 
For would a Man of Honour draw his Sword upon 
a Lady f And to fay the Truth, The Pretty GentU'- 
man is certainly formed in a different Mould from 
tliat of Common Men, and tempered with a purer 
Flame. The whole §yftfem is of a finer Turn, arid 
fcperior Accuracy of Fabric, infomuch that it looks 
as if Nature had beeii in doubt, to which Sex ihe 
fhould affign Him. 

Now this Contexture of his Organs, and the 
Tone of bis Spirits approaching fo very pear That of 
the Fair^ has rendered Him liable to t^d fame gentle 

P 4 tmpre0ionS| 
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Impreffions, and Alarms of Fear. Does Calia fet 
up a Scream at the Apprehcnfion of the leaft Dan- 
ger ? Delicatulus is as eafily intimidated, and fcreams 
with as pretty an Accent. Do the Weaknefs of 
Lady Betty s Nerves fubjeft her to Fits and Swoon- 
ing ? Temllus likcwife has his Hyflerics, and dies 
^W&y with as fpft a Qrace. It is to attain thefe and 
fuch like Accomplifbments, that they make frequent 
Vifits to the Ladie? ; though fome flapdcrous Perfons 
would make 113 believe, that they have another Mo- 
ti\^.e, and intimate I jcnow not what, vitious Defigns, 
.that are tqo indecent even to be mentioned. But I 
pan affure the World, there is not the leaft Founda- 
tion for the bafe Suggcftion. This Attendance, I 
luiow, takes its Rife from Caufes, with which the 
Appetite for Thqt Sex has no Manner of Connexion, 
Sp:pure are their Morals ! fo inviolable their Mo- 
4^tty ! Amazing Continei^ce? And yet, pur Won-, 
4er is leffened, when we confider what Methods 

,{l)cy pUrfue tq fence againft the All.urc;.ments of Fe- 
male Charms. Tiiey arc certainly the mqft fober 

^^nd temperate Beings that Qveb exifted. It is an iu- 

.yiolable Maxim with them^ to refrain from every 
Indulgence, which is apt tq irritatf. the Blood, and 

H^xcite the Pruriency pf Defire. 

Old Englijh Roaft-Beef is, indeed, properly adapt- 
ed to Old Englijh Manners ; fince, as all Phyficians 
pbferve, the Quality of o\ir Food communicates it- 
felf to the Mind. Therefore, at the Table of a 
Pretty Gentleman^ you never fee the Flcfli of a full- 
grown Animal. Chickens of a Week old,' Veal 

Sweet- 
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Sweet-breads, or a Leg of Lamb, and now and' then 
Pigs-petitoes, are their higheft Indulgence. But the 
ufual Food is Cheefe-cakes, White-pot, Tanzeys, 
and Flommery. And can it be thought that this 
abftemiovis Reftriflion is a proper Subjedl: of Rail- 
lery, when a certain celebrated Writer,, amidft the 
Praifes he beftows on his noble Patron, nuentions 
this as his finifhing Excellence ; " That he lived 
" opon Panada and Water-gruel [^r]/* J mention 
this, becaufe it is the Obferyation of one who never 
flicwed any Favour to Modern Eloquence. 

As to Wine, it is ahfolutely their Averfion. And 
indeed, fo Delicate \s their Frame^ that even the 
Moderate Indulgences of the Fair would ill-agrise 
with thefe more tender Males. '' The Firji Glaft, 
^* /aid a Prgtty French Authsr^ I may drink for my-r 
^' felf ; a SicondfoT my Friend ; but if a Tbirdy it i$ 
^' for my Enemv." Our Youths f^ldom gO fo far as 
^ S-econd \ and whenever That happens, 'tis fureto 
be followed with bitter Reflexions. " What dp 
f ' you think j" (faid Umbr^tUis to Lord Molly). " I 
f was the moft abominable Rake lafl: Night* ! Dp 
" yoii know ? I drank Two GlaiTes of Claret after 
^* my Flommery." 

" Oh fie ! ypu naughty Child ! what a Paw. 
*' Trick was'that! as I hope for Mercy, yQu de- 
f ^ fcrve tp be foundly Wh— t, fo you do." 

Two Glafles only ! No more ! And yet merited 
fuch a rigorous Animadverfion, But, perhaps, even 

[clMidd^ens Life of (Cicero, Dcdicationt 

that 
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that fmall Quantity might be too much for the In- 
fantine Conftitution ; to which Nature points oat 
a more fuitable Liquor, of a Soft and Delicious 
Kind, emulged from the falutiferous Cow, or the. 
thin Juices of the Gentle Aft \ the Temperament of 
whofe Fluids is produdive of a correfpondentTem- 
peramei)t in the Perfon, whp accuftoms kimfclf to 
jfliefe affimilating Draughts* 

I have already detained the Reader fo long, that I 
(hall not trefpafs upon his Patience, by giving a Dc- 
lail of the numerous Artifices which are exhibited 
in the important Hours that are employed in decorat- 
ing their Perfons. Where you behold Narciffus at 
his Toilet, bow would you be charmed with the 
Order and Difpofition ! Did you view this lovely 
Youth whilft he takes his exterior Form into^a moflb 
exa^b Adjuftment, you muft ftand ^mazed at all the 
Pretty Wonders of his Art, What Pains ! What 
Care ! What Study ! What Addrefs ! To arch that 
Eye-brow ! To fofrn that Hand, and to Curl thofe 
Jovely Locks ! Whilft all the Graces attend as invi- 
fible Handmaids, to finifli the Work of Elegance. 
And when the bufy Scene is over, and h? is deco- 
rated in every minute Circumftance with the moft 
Perfe<9:*Goncinnity; behold, with whatafoftAir 
and fweet Complacency he prefents himfelf to View, 
and like Horace^ s Barine coming from her Toilet, 



enitefcit 



Pulchrior multoy Juvenun)que^r«rf/V 
Publica cura> 

Thua 
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Thus have I prcfented to the Reader's View, a^ 
.f numeration of the fcvcral Qualities which conftitutc 

• A Pretty Gentleman. 

From whence it is cafy to coIIeA the true Notion 
of Genuine Elegance ; which, without any Appre- 
faenfion of being diiproved, I do not hefitate to de«- 
-fine thus— 



cc 



Eleganpe is, the Abfence or Debilitation oiMaf- 
culine Strength and Vigor, — Qr rather. The Hap- 
ff py Metamorphofis,— Or, The Gentleman turned 
<^ Lady ; that is, Fenude Softnefs adopted into the 
♦* Breaft of a Afiz/^, difcovering itfelf by outward 
*f Signs and Tokens in Feminine Expreflions, Ac- 
*' pent. Voice, Air, Gefture, and Looks. Or, as the 
^* French more deafly define it, Aje m ffai quoi.'* 

And now I appeal to the Judgment of the Im- 
partial, whether ' This be a Chara£ler, which de- 
ferves that Contempt and Ridicule fome rude and 
undifciplined Spirits have endeavoured ta throwr 
upon }t ? It is impoffible that any ferious Perfon 
can entertain fuch a Tl^ought. 

I call therefore upon the Wifdom of the Nation : 
J call upon the L— ds, K — ts, and B — s, now af- 
fembled in P — — t, to interpofe in this important 
Caufe, this truly National Concern, 

The Qucftion is. Whether we (hall become more 
dian AUhj that is^ Pret^ Gentlemtn i or worfe than 

Brutes, 
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Brutes, /. e. Mafculine, Robuft Creatures with tni'v 
foftcned Manners. The latter will infallibly be the 
Cafe, if an effedual Stop be not put to that licenti- 
ous Raillery, which would laugh oat of Counte- 
nance the generous Endeavours of a Race of virtuous 
Youths, to polifh our Afperity, mollify us into gentle 
Obfequioufneis, and give us a true Rellfh of all the 
idulcet Elegancies of Life ; I will fpeak without Re- 
ferve : S hould not the Theatres be ahfoluttlf-itmeiift^ 
fd? We have already in vain tried the lenient Mea- 
furcs of Reftriftion. Why then ihould we not now 
have Recourfe to the |aft Remedy, Mid cut down 
the Tree, which, after all our Pruning and Culture^ 
fiill continues to produce poijhnpus Fruit ? 

The indulgent Reader, I dare fay, will approve 
the Method I prefcribe. But perhaps fo many Dif- 
ficulties may arife tohi^ Imagination, thajt he will 
conclude it imoradiicable. 

Difficulties there are, no doubt ; but One there 
Js, which, if He can furmount, I myfelf will under-r 
take to remove all the reft» 

Here lies the grand Impediment ! How can we 
expefl: the Favour of the Learned^ or the Proteftioa 
pf the State^ to cherifli and fupport This. Refinement y 
when its moft inveterate Enemy is the veryMarl^ who 
has always been the Standard of Tajie with the for- 
mer J and is now raifed to a Poft, which gives him 
fuch an happy Influence in the latter ? Unhappy 
indeed for the %Dns of Elegance ! For v^rhat can the 
moft Sanguine expeft from one, whp has made it the 

Bufmefs 
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Bufinefs of his Life, to bring into Repute the falfe 
Refinements of ancient Greece and Rome ? Will a 
Perfon of his MafcuUne Talents become the Patron 
of foft and dulcified Elegance ? Will He give up 
that Attic Wit^ which has gained him fuch high Ap- 
plaufe, and made him the Delight of a mif-judging 
World, to cultivate Qualities, in which he is not 
formed to^excel ? 

What then remains, but that the Sens of Elegance 
wait with Patience (for they are too gentle to ufe any 
violent Methods) till the Kind Fates fhall remove 
this implacable Adverfary out of the World. And 
then, my foreboding Heart afliires me, true Polite- 
nefs will thrive and profper, and fpread her fweet 
mollifying Influences over the Land, till nothing 
Ihall be heard of or feen, but Softnefs and Complai- 
fance, Prettinefs and Elegance, Infantine Prattle, 
Lullaby Converfation, and gentle Love ; and every 
well-educated Male among us fhall become 

Mollis {sf parum Vir ; 
that is, 

A Pretty Gentleman. 
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POLITE PHILOS03PHER: 

OR, 

An Ess AY on thai; Art which makes a Man 
happy in him/elf and agreeable to others^ 

He *who intends /' advife the young and gay^ 

Mufi quit the common Road the formal ^^ay. 

Which hum drum Pendants take to mab Folks wi/e^ 
Bypraifing Virtue^ and decaying Vice. 
Let Farfons tell what dreadful Ills nviUfaU 
Onfuch as liften luhen their Fajpons call : 
Wefromfuch things our Fupils to affright ^ 
Say not they^re Sins, hut that th^^re unpollte. 
^oflfenv their Courage* Beaus ^wou^d often dare, 
Byllackeji Crimes^ t$ hfave o// Lucifer .• 
But 'who J of Breednig nice^ of Carriage civil ^, 
Would trefpafs on gotd Manners for the Devil ; 
Ory merely to difplay his Want of Fear ^ 

Be damn dheresLhcr^ to Be laughed at here ? 

» 

Firft Printed in the Year 1734- 
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/ 

T O T H E 

SECOND EDITION; 

THE Polite Philosopher was print- 
ed originally at Edinburghj and Part 
of the Edition fent up to London. The Novel- 
ty of the Title, and to fay Truth> of the Per- 
formance itfelf (for it is \y'ritten in a Manner 
never before made ufe of in our Language) 
recommended it to fome, and prejudiced it in 
the Opinion of others ; b.ut Time, which is 
the Touchftone of fuch Produftions, did Ju- 
ftice to this Work, and at laft procured it art 
Efteem, not only here, but abroad^ This, 
together with my great Efteeni for its inge- 
nious Author, who is now in Italy, and who 
is allowed, by all who know him, to be truly 
aPoLiTEPHiLOsoFHER,occafionedmy fend-> 
ing this Second Edition into the World; 

The Intent of the Author (fori very well 
lciT?w his Intent) was, to make Mca afliamed 
Vol. I; Q^ 
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of their Vices, by Ihewing them how rldicu^ 
lous they were made by them, and how im- 
poffible it was for a bad Man to be polite. It 
may be, graver pooks have been written oA 
this Subjedt, but few more to the Point ; its 
Author being equally fklUed in Books and in 
Men, in the dead Languages and the liv- 
ing : I prefume therefore, that his Obferva- 
tions will be generally found true, and his . 
Maximsjuft, 

At firft fightj it may feem that this Book 
is calculated only for a few ; but I beg leave 
to obferve, that in Truth there are but few 
to whom it may not be ufeful. As every 
Man in his Station ought to be honeft, fo 
every Man in his Behaviour may be polite ; 
nay, he ought to be fo> becaufe he will be 
fure to find his Account in it ; fince it is a 
Quality eafier difcerned, and of confequence 
fboner rewarded, than the former We muft 
know and converfe with a Man to be convin- 
ced of his Probity ; whereas we perceive, at 
firft fight, whether he has good Manners ; by 
this we are prejudiced in his Favour ; And 
who then would not ftrive to learn an Art at 
once fo eafy, and fo extenfive in ita^ IJfe ? 

But 
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But, if it be beneficial to all, it is peculi- 
arly neceflary to Touth : It is at once a Re- 
medy for Bafhfulnefs, and a Prefervative 
againft the contrary Vice, A polite Perfon 
ftands in the Middle between a Iheepilh Mo-f 
defty, and a diftafteful Boldnefs, It is the 
Habit which adds the laft Polifli to Educa- 
tion, brightens the Man of Letters, and 
fpreads a Glofs over that Sort of Learning, 
which would otherwife appear pedantic. The 
polite Mart may not only underftand Latin 
and Greeks but may alfo introduce them into 
Difcourfe, provided it be before proper Com- 
pany, and on a proper Occafion^ The un- 
poliflled Scholar lugs them in w^henever they 
occur ; quotes Ovid to his Miftrefs, and re- 
peats a Paflage from Poly^nus to a Captain 6f 
the Guards. To our Youth therefore I beg 
leave to recommend this concife Manual, 
which will coft them but little Time to read 
and no great Paips to pra^ife. 
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.„ Velat maierna tempora mytro. Virg. 

•1X7 HEN Vice the Shelter of a Made difdain'd. 
When Folly triumph'd, and a t^ero reign'd, 
Pftronitfs rofe, fatyric, yet polite. 
And (hew'd the glaring Monfter full in Sight ; 
To public Mirth expos'd th' Imperial Beaft, 
And made his wanton Court th^ common Jeft. 

In your correfter Page his Wit we fee, 
And all the Roman Lives reftor'd in thee : 
So is the Piece prc^ortion'd to our Times j 
For ev'ry Age diverfifies its Crimes 5 
And Vice, with Proteus Art, in one conceals 
What in the next more boldly it reveals ; 
In difF'rcnt Shapes drives on the lafliing Trade, 
And makes the World one changing Mafquerade. 

ThegripingWretch,whofeAv'ricerobs the Town, 
To gain his Point, a holy Look puts on ; 
To Earth direfts his Hands, to Heav'n his Eyes, 
^nd, with a Shew of Grace, defrauds and lies. 
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Th' ambitious Courtier, but for dilPrent Ends* 
With feeming Zeal the Public Good defends. 
Th' Enthufiaft thinks to him the Standard giv'u 
Of Truth divine, the Mafter-key of Heav'n. 
The Pettifogger fce'd, fupports the Caufe, 
Howe'erunjuft, and wrefts the injur'dLaws, 
To Courage, Bullies ; Fops to Wit pretend ; 
And all can proftitute the Name of Friend. 
Yet tho* Men want but Eyes to fee the Cheat, 
Tjieychoofe to wink, and help their own Deceit. 
The Herd of Fools refign themfelves a Prey, 
Which every Knave purfues his private Way. 

The Qucftion, Forreftery is fomething hard j 
How fliall the wife the motly Scene regard ? 
While Men ourfelves, can we unmov'd ftand by ? 
Pain'd while we fmile ? or guiltlcfs fliall we cry j » 
Humanity to Grief would give the Rule ; 
But ftronger Reafon fides with Ridiculct 

O ! that thy WoHc, inftruftive, butrefm'd. 
The pleafing Image of your eafy Mind 
(Which, like the Statues wrought by Phldlifn Art- 
Is one fair whole, compleat in every Part) 
May cure the lighter Follies of the Age, 
Cool Bigot Zeal, and foften Party Rage ; 
Expofe ill-nature. Pedantry o'erconie. 
Strike AfFe6lation dead, and Scandal dumb; 
Reftore free Converfe to its native Light, 
And teach Mankind with Eafe to grow polite, 

Theij 



T O TH E A U T H O R. 231 

' Then round thy Brow the Myrtle Garland twine, 
The grateful Recompence of Toils like thine : 
Secure in all you write or do, to pkafe ; 
Join Wit with Senfe, with Underftanding, Eafe. 
Already here your juft Applaufes rife, 
And the B€lU5 read you with tranfported Eyes. 
jSomein thefweeteft Notes repeat thy Lays; 
Others harmonious, fpeak the Author's Praife : 
All to approve, with equal Zeal confpire; 
What more can Fortune giv.e ? — or you defire ? 

As Parts, - loft in pafllonate Surpri2:e, 
To Love's refifthfs Queen alHgn'd the Prize : 
So while you Beauty treat with fuch Regard, 
The lovely Theme fliall be your beft Reward ; 
Venus Ihall from the Shepherd's Debt be free ; 
And, by the fav'rite Fair, repay the Debt to tljee^ 
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METHOD requires, that, in my En- 
trance on this Work, I fhould explains 
the Nature of that Science to which 1 
have given the Name of Polite Philosophy ; 
And though I am not apt to write methodically, yet 
I think it becomes me, on this Occafton, to ihew 
that my Title is fomewhat a profos* 

Folks who are (killed in GreeJ^j tell us, that Philo^ 
fophy means no more than the Love of lUfdom ; and 
1, by the Adjunftion oi politiy would be underftood 
to mean that fort of Wifdom, which teaches Men 
to be at Peace in themfelves, and neither by their 
Words nor Behaviour to difturb the Peace of others* 

Academical Critics may, perhaps, cxpefl that I 
fhould at leaft quote fome Greek Sage or other, as 
the Patron of that kind of Knowledge, which I am 
about to reftore ; and as I pique myfelf on obliging 
every Man in his Way, I fhall put them in mind of 
pne Aristippus, who was Profeflbr oi Polite Phi-- 
fofophy at Syracufe^ in the Days of the famous King 
^iQ;nyfiuij in whofe Favour he flood higher than even 
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Plato himfelf. Should they go farther, and demand 
an Account of his Tenets ; 1 muft turn them over 
jto Horace^ who has comprifed them all in one Line : 

Omnis Ariftipp9j(n decuit color^ etjlaius^ et res. 
*' Secure his Soul preferv'd a conftant Frame, 
*' Through cv'ry varying Scene of Life the fame.'* 

iln the Court of the King of yicily^ this wife Man 
enjoyed all the delights that would have fatisSed a 
fcnfual Mind ; but it was the Ufe of thefe v/hich 
ihcwcd him a true Philofipker, He wars temperate 
in them, while he pofllilbd them ; and eafy jvithout 
them, when they were no longer in his Power. In 
a Word, he had the Integrity of Diogenes^ without 
his Churl iflinefs ; and as his Wifdom was ufeful to 
Jiimfelf, fo it rendered him agreeable to the reft of 
the World. 

^Iri/Iippus had many Pupils ; but, for the regular 
Succeffion in his School, it has either not been rcr 
corded by the Greek Writers, or, at leaft, by any of 
tkem that came to my hand. Among the Romans j 
indeed, this Kind of Knowledge was in the high^ft' 
Efteem \ and that at the Time when the Reputation 
of the Commonwealth was at the great(5ft Height, 
Scipio was lefs diftinguilhed by the Laurels he ac-' 
quired frgm foreign Conquefts, than by the Myrtle 
Garland he wore as a ProfeiSTor in this Art. The 
familiar Letters oi Cicero are fo many (hort Leftures 
\n our Science and the Life of Pomponius Atticus 
fi Prajfris only on PoUie Philofophy. 

J woh14 
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I would riot be fufpefted to mention thefe great 
Names with an Intent to difplay my Learning ; far 
be it from me to w/ite a Satyr on the Age ; All I 
aim at is, to convince thQ beaux efprits of our Times 
that what I teach they may receive without Difpa- 
ragement, fmce they tread thereby in the fame Road 
with the greateft Heroes of Antiquity ; and, in thi^ 
Way at leaft, emulate the Charafters of Alexander 
and Cafar. Of,if thofeold fafhioned Commanders 
excite not their Ambition, I will venture to affurc 
them, that, in this Track only, they will be able 
to approach the immortal Vvivkiq Eugene \ who 
glprious from his Courage, and amiable frcwm hi^ 
Clemency, is not lefs diftinguifhed by his Rank^ 
than by his PoHtenefs. 

After naming Prince Eugene^ it would debafe my 
Subjefl: to add another Example. I fliall proceed 
therefore to take Notice of fuch Qualities of the 
Mind as are requifite for my Pupils to have, previou5| 
to the Receipt of thefe Inftrudlions. 

But as Vanity is one of the greateft Impediments 
in the Road of a Polite Phihfopher 5 and as he who 
takes upon him to be a Preceptor, ought, at leaft, 
not to give an ill Example to his Scholars ; it will 
not be improper for me todeclarc, that, ifi com- 
pofing this Piece, I had in my Eye that Precept of 
Seneca^ Hac aliis dicy ut dum dicts^ audias ; ipjk 
fcribe^ ut dum fcripferis,, legas. Which, for the 
• S^ke of the Ladies, I fliall tranflate into Englijh * 

and 
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and into Verfe, that I may gratify my own Propenw 

fity to rhyming. 

Speaking to Others^ what you dilate hear ; 
And learn yourfelfy while teaching you appear. 

Thus you fee me ftript of the ill-obeyed Authori- 
ty of a Pedagogue ; and are, for the future^ to con- 
fider me only as a School-fellow playing the Mafter, 
fhat we may the better conquer the Difficulties of 
pur Talk, 

To proceed then in the Charafter, which, for my 
own Sake, as well as yours, I have put on, let me 
iremind you, in the firft Place, 

That Reafon^ however antique you may think it, 
is a thing abfolutely neccflary in the Compofition of 
him who endeavours at acquiring a philofophical Po^ 
litenefs ; and let us receive it as a Maxim, That, 
)¥ithout ReofoTiy there is np being zfine Gentleman, 

However, to foften, at the fame Time that we 
yeild to this conftraint, I tell my blooming Audi- 
ence with Pleafure, that Reafon^ like a Fop's Un- 
derwaiftcoat, may be worn o\it of fight ; and, pro-» 
vided it be but worn at all, I fhall not quarrel with 
them, though Vivacity, like a laced Shirt, be put 
over it to conceal it ; for, to purfue the Compari- 
ifbii, our Minds fufFer no lefs from Indifcretion, 
j|jan cur Bodies from the Injuries p/ Weather. 

Nex< 
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Next to this, another out-of-the-way Qualifica* 
tion muft be acqyired ; and that is, Calmnefs, Let 
not the Smarts of the Univerfity, the Sparks of the 
Side-boxes, or the genteel Flutterersof the Drawing- 
room, imagine, that I will deprive them of thofc 
elevated Enjoyments, drinking Tea with a Toaft^ 
gallanting a Fan, or roving, like a Butterfly, through 
a Parterre of Beauties. No; I am far from being: 
the Author of fuch fevere Inftitutions ; but am, on 
the contrary, willing to indulge them in their Plea- 
fures, as long as they preferve their Senfes, By 
which I would be underftood to mean, while they 
a£l in Charafter, and fuffer not a fond Inclination, 
an afpiring Vanity, or a giddy Freedom, to tranfport 
them into the doing anything, which may forfeit pre- 
fent Advantages, or entail upoi> them future Pain. 

I (hall have frequent Occafion, in the following 
Pages, to fliew from Examples, of what mighty 
Vk Reafon^ and an undijiurbed Temper ^ are to Men 
of great Commerce in' the World j and therefore 
Ihall infift no farther on them here. 

The'laft Difpofition of the Soul, which I (hall 
mention, as neceffary to him who would become a 
Proficient in this Science, is Good-nature ; a Quality, 
which, as Mr. Dryden faid in a Dedication to one of 
the beft-natured Men of his Time, deferves the 
higheft Efteem, though, from an unaccountable De- 
pravity bothof Tafte and Morals, it meets with the 
u-<j^ F-r.r r 3J1 there be any thino; more amiable in 

human 
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humnn Nature, than to think, to fpcak, and to 60 
whatever Good lies m our Power unto all ? No Man 
who looks upon the Sun, and who feels that Chear- 
fulneft which his Beams infnire, but would rather 
wifh himfelf like [o glorious a Beinn;, than to refem- 
We the Tiger, however formidable for its Fierccnefs, 
or the Serpent, hated for his hi fling, and dreaded 
for his Stingi Good-nature vn^y^ indeed, be made 
almoft as difFufive as Day- light ; but fhort are the 
Ravages of the Tiger, innocent the Bite of a Ser- 
pent, to the Vengeance of a cankered Heart, or the 
Malice of an envenomed Tongue. 7'o this let me 
add another A rsrument in Favour of this Benevolence 
of Soul; and farther Pcrfuafions will, I flatter my- 
fclf, be unneccllary. Good-nature adorns every Per- 
fedion a Man is Maftcr of, and tlirows a Veil over 
every Blemifb, which would otherwife appear. In a 
Word, like a (killful Painter, it places his Virtues irt 
the faireft Light, and cafts all his Foibles into Shade. 

Thus, in a few Words, Senfej Moderation^ and 
Swcetncfsy arc elFcntial to a Polite Philofopher, And 
if you think you cannot acquire thefc, even lay my 
Book afide. But before you do that, indulge me yet 
a Moment longer. Nature denies the firft to few ; 
the fecond is in every Man's Power ; and no Man 
jiecd be without the lad, who either values general 
Eireem, or is not indifferent to public Hate. For^ 
to fay Truth, what is neceffary to make an honeft 
Man, propcriv applied, would m/ake a polite one : 
And as almoft every one would tal:c it amifs, if we. 
fliQuld deny him the firft appellation ; fo you may 

perceive 
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perceive from thence how few there are, who," but 
from their oWn Indifcretion, may deferve the feCond, 
It is want of ^Attention, not Capacity, which leaves 
us (b many Brutes ; and, I flatter myfelf, there will 
be fewer of this Species, if any of them can be pre- 
vailed on to read this. A Defcription of their Faults 
is, to fuch, the fitteft Lefture ; for few Monfters 
there are who can view themfelves in a Glafs. 

Our Follies^ nxihen dJfplafd^ our/eIv£s, affright ; 

Ttw arefo had^ to hear the odious Sight, 

Mankindy in Herds ^ thrd Force ofCuJlom^ flray^ 

MiJUad each other into Error's Way ; 

Purfue the Road, forgetfid of the End, 

Sin by Mijiake^ and, vjithout 'Thought, offend. 

My Readers, who have, perhaps, been, many of 
them, accuftomed to think Politencfs rather an orna- 
mental Accomplifhment, than a Thing neceflary to 
be acquired in order to an eafy and happy Life, may, 
from thence, pay lefs Attention than my Inftruc- 
tions require, unlefs I can convince them they are^ 
in the wrong* In order to v/hich, I muft put them in 
mind,* that the Tranquillity, and even Felicity of 
our D.ays, depends as ftrongly on fmall things, as 
on great ; of which Men may be eafily convinced, 
if they but refle£i: how great Uneafinefs they have 
experienced from crofs Accidents, although they 
related but to Trifies -, and at the fame time remem- 
ber, that !Difquiet is, of all others, the greateft 
Evil, let it arife from what it will. 

Now, in the Concerns of Life, as in thofe of For- 
tune, Numbers are brought into what are callfed bad 

Circumllances 
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Circumftances from fmall Negle£l, rather than frtifti 
anj ^reat Errors in materia] Affairs. People are tod 
apt to think lightly of Shillings and Pence, forget- 
ting that they are conftituent Parts of Pounds ; un-*' 
til the Deficiency in the greater Article fhew themr 
Aeir Miftake, and tonvince them, by fatal Experi- 
^ce, of a Truth, which they might have learned 
from a little Attention, vizi that great Sums are 
made up of fmalL 

• 

Exaftly parallel to this, is that wrong Notion, 
which many have, that nothing more is due from 
them to their Neighbours, than what refults from a 
Principle of Honcfty ; which commands us to pay 
©ur Debts, and forbids us tp do Injuries : Whereas 
a thoufand little Civilities, Complacencies, and En- 
deavours to give others Pleafure, are requifite to 
keep up the Relifh of Life, and procure us that 
Affedlon and Efteem, which every Man, who has 
a Senfe of it, muft defire. And in the right timings 
and difcreet Management of thefe Pundilios, con- 
fifts the Effence of what we call PoUtenefs. 

Hoiv many kn(njo the general Rules of Art y 
Whicbj unto Tablet iy human Form impart t 
Hew many can depiSl the rijing Brouj^ 
The Nofe^ thi Mouthy and en>^ry Feature Jhezv f 
Can in their Colours imitate the Skiny 
Andy by the F^rce of Fire^ can fix them in ? 
Tety nuhen ^tisdonPy vnpleafing to the Sight ^ 
Tho* likey the PiSlure firikes not ^vjith Delight : 
^Tis Zink alone gives tbeeyiame^d Face 
Apolifi?^dS^\seetnffy and a glojjjf Craci. . 

Exampfc^ 
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Examples have^ generally fpeaking, greater Force 
than Precepts ; 1 will therefore delineate the Cha- 
ra£):ers of Honoriut and Garcia^ two Gentlemen of 
my Acquaintance, whofe Huqiours I havd perfedlly 
Gonfidered, and fhaU reprefeiit them without i&6 
leaft Exaggeration; 

Honorius is a Pcrfon equally diftingiiifhcd by his 
Birth and Fortune, He has haturally good Senfe ^ 
and that too hath been improved by a regular £du« 
cation. His Wit is lively, and hi^ Morals without ^ 
Stain,— >Is not this an amiable Chara£ter ? Yet Ho^ 
norius is not beloved. He has, fome way or other, 
con trailed a Notion, that it is beneath a Man of 
Honour to fall below the Height of Truth in any 
Degree, or on any Uccafiori whatfoever. From 
this Principle, he fpeaks bluntly what he thinks, 
without regarding the Company who are by. Some 
Weeks ago, he read a Lefture on female Hypocrify 
before a married Couple, though the Lady was much 
iufpefled oh that Head. T^wo Hours after, he fell 
into a wai-ni Declamation agiinft Simony and Prieift- 
craft, before two Dignitaries of the Church : And^ 
from a continued Courfe of this Sort of Behaviour, 
hath rendered himfelf drealded as a Monitor, inftead 
of being efteemed is i. Friend. 

. Garcia^ on the contrary, came into the World 

under the greateft Di fad vantages. His Birth was 

mean, and his Fortune not to be mejtitioned ; yet, 

though he is fcarce forty, he has acquired aiuanlfeme 

Vol. I. R ' Eftate 
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Eftatft in the Country^ and lives on it with more 
Keputatbn than moft of his Neighbours. While a 
Servitor at the Uhiverfity, he, by his Aflidmries,. 
reconynended himfelf to a Noble Lord^ and thereby^ 
procured a Piace of Fifty Pounds a Year in a public 
Office.. His Behavibu): there made him as many 
Friends as there were Perfons belonging to that 
Boards . His Readinefs in doing Favours gained hint 
the Hearts of his Inferiors ; his Deference for thofe in 
the higheft GharacSter in the Office, procured him 
thefr Good-wilt ; and the Comptacency he exprefied 
towards. bis Equals, and thofe immediately above' 
him> niade them efpoufe his Intereft with almofV as 
jnuch Warmth as they did their own. By this Ma« 
nagement, ia ten Yearns Time, he rofe to the Pof- 
feffion of atn Office, which brought him in a thdufand 
Pounds .a Year Salary, and near double as much in 
fWqittikes. Affluence hath made no Alteration in: 
his» Manners.. The fame Eafinefr of Difpofition at* 
te^s hipijn that Fortune to which it has raifed him j 
ai^d he is at this. Day the- Delight of all who know 
him, from. an. Art he has- of pcrfuading. them, that 
thei;: Pl^jtAircs and their luterefts are equally dear 
to. him with his own. Who, if it were in his 
Power, wx}uld Fcfitfe what Homrias pofleffes ? and 
who would not wifh that Pofleffion accompanied 
with Garcia s Difpofition ? 

I flatter myfelf, that, by this Time, moft of my 

Readers have acquired a tolerable Idea oi Politenefs^ 

artd a.juft Notion- of its U fe, fn our Paflage through 

Life*. I mufti how^ver^ caution them of one thing, 

• • thaJt^ 
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tiiat, under Pretence of Poli^enefs^ .they fall neither 
into a Contempt or Careleffnefs of Sciencii 

A Man may have miich L^irhiri^ ivitfiotit being 
a Pedant ; jiay, it is neceflary tftat ije &D^ii hWe i 
confideraljle Stock <>i Kmivlidge \i(6itUt citif'Bfe 
'.polJu. The Glots is neVer given tiH.the' Wol-t.l^s 
finifhcd-. Without it the bell- wrOfUgHt Prec? Iciofe 
clumfy ; but Vii'nifli over a roitgh dbard^ iy a pre- 
pofterous Da'ub. In a Wortfj that Rufe of /fenrrti 
Miften utile diilciy (o often quotecf, cart ntver be 
better Applied than in the prefent Cafe, where neirtiet 
of the Qualities can fubfift without the other. 

Ifltb Dn/i^ for oftce^ the kule cf Lift yoHlfiace ; 
Cloth is plain Setifey and pohjt^ d Breedings Lace* 
Mm may in both tniftaketbe true De/^fi: 
Fools oft are ta^ivdrj^ 'VHbentbey vjetddhefiii^ 
Jbi equal fixture, hstb of Ufe and SbQWj' \ 

FroMi giddy Fops, points oiu tH accdmpUftfi Jbiatii 

Having now gone.through tht pr0^9gntia oi.PoIite 
Philcfophy, it is requifite we fhoiild .defceiid with 
greater Particularity into its feyeral Branches^ ; 

For though Exa<Elnefs would' noit be qV a PTeceJ^ 
either with the Nature or Iritereft of this . Wprfe j 
yet feme Order is abfolutely neceflary, , bNecKufe no- 
thing is more impolite than to beobTcur^': Some 
Philofophers have^ indeed,. pj;ide4 tKemrefvc^* in a 
inyflerious Way qf fpealcing, wr^pping.tKejrlAlaximii 
info tougii a Coat, that the .Kef nel^ when found, 
fcldom iittoned ftjr the Pains of the Finder, 
' * R2 The 
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Ttie PtEu Sage thihks in quite a dtflTerent Way. 
f^f^tcuity is the Garment in which hb Conceptions 
4jyr ; and his Sentiments, if they are of any Ufe, 
tmtj thb additional Advantage with them, that 
Icacce any Labour is required in attaining them. 
Graver Difcourfes, like galenical Medicines, are 
often formidable in their Pigure, and naufeous in 
their Tafte, Ledures from a Doctor in our Science, 
like a chemical Extra^bion, convey Knowledge^ as 
it were by Drops ; and reftore Senfe, as the other 
does Health, without the Apparatus of Phyfic. 

Harfi f$ ihi Heart J and grating te the Ear^ 
Who canU^aef^ tvitbout RcluSlance^ bear^ 
Why e^mnfl Fri^s the gen^nd Hatefojlrong^ 
Btit that tl^Jhe*w us atf *we do is «wrong T 
Wit nuell e^fy^d^ ion nveigbtier Wifdom right y 
And gmet ui Knowledge^ while it gives Delight. 
Thus M the Stage^ we^ with Jpplau/e^ heheidj 
WTf4i would hmn patted us from the Pulpit told. 

It is now Time to apply what we have already 
advanced to thofe Points in which they may be the 
moft ufeful to us ; and therefore we will begin, by 
confidering what Advantage the Praftice of them 
will procure, inrefpe<3: to thofe three Things, which 
are eft^emeS of the greateft Confequence in the ge- 
neral Opinion of the World. This lci.ds me, in the^ 
firil Place, to explain the Sentiments and Conduct 
oi a Polite Phiofopher in regard to Religion. I am 
iiot ignorant, that there are a Multitude of thofe who 
pafs bo<h on the World, and on themfelves, for very 

polifi 
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polite Perfons, who look, on this as a Topic below 
their Notice. Religion (fay they with a Sneer) is the 
Companion of melancholy Minds; but for the gayer 
Part of the World, it is Ill-manners to mention it 
amongft them. Be it fo. But give me leave to add^ 
that there is no ranker Species of Ill-breedings than 
fpeakijig of it farcaftically, or with Contempt. 

** Religion^ ftricftly fpeaking, means that Wor- 
** fliip which Men, from a Scnfe of Duty, pay to 
*' that Being, unto whom they owe their own 
^^ Exiftence, with all thofe Blefiin^ and Benefits, 
*« which attend it/* 

Let a Man but refle£t on this Definition, and !t 
^villbe impoffible for him not to perceive, that treat- 
ing this in a ludicrous Way, muft notonly be unpo- ^ 
lite, but (hocking. Who, that has a Regard for a 
Man, would not ftart at the Thoughts of ikying a 
bafe thing of his Father before him i And yet what a 
Diftance is there between the Notion of a Father znd 
a Cnator I Since therefore no farther Arguments are 
^ecei&ry to prove the InconfifteAce betl^een Rail-- 
lery and Religion y what can be mord cogent to a • 
polite Man^ than ' thus ihcwing, that fuch difcour(es 
of his would be fkal a propoi t 

Thus much for thofe who toighf-bd ^ilty of 
ITnpolrtene/s vrhh relpcft to Religion in gciheral, a 
Fault unaccountably common in an Age, which 
pretends to be fo polite. 

R 5 As 
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As p> particular Religions, or rather Tenets in 
Jl^igipn, Men are generally warm' in them, froip 
.one of thpfe two iReafons, viz, Tendernefs of Con- 
fcience, or a high Benfe of their owp Judgments. 
1^/^ of plain Pfrts, and honcft Difpofuions, look oiy 
Salvation a^ too ferious a Thing to be jcfted witK: 
A pohte Man therefore will be cautious of offending 
uppn tl^at head, iiecaufe he knows itwiU giv^the 
,^%iiw^ to whcun h? fpeaks Pain ; a "f hing eyer op- 
pplftc to the ,Chaif£lcr of a P»}ijhed Philofopkev. 

The Uttex ReafQJ^ ?fhV9^ \ ^^i^^.^A^Pi^ ^^^ Meo/s 
'Zeal in religious Matters, may fpem tolxavelds 
Weight than the firft j but he who cpnfiders it atten- 
tively, yfWl \f^ of ]^ot|^er Opinion;, . Mep of fpc- 
culative Religiofi, whp are (b from the Convi^iion 
rather of thelf; ]^p^ thf^i) tKejf If earts, a,ne not a bit 
le& vehement than the rca] Devotees. He who fays 
a flight Qir ^ fevere Thi{^' of theii: F&ith, Stcm^ to 
t^em to have ther^i^y uxifdfryaliied their Undfrftand- 
ing$, and iyil|, $x>i^fequeqfly incur their hvtxdoiw 
which no ]^a{i of jGOijanpon Senfe, would hazard 
for a liyjpiy j^xpr^ffipn ( much lefs a Perfon .of good 
Breeding, whQJ(hoii)d makq it his chief Aim to be 
well with a}I. A$ ^ Mark of my own P^Utenefs^ I 
will here take leave of this Subje£b y .. fince by drop- 
ing it, I (hall oblige the gay Part of my Readers, 
i^is, I flatiter myfelf, I have already done the graver 
. Part, from my Manp^r of treating it. 

Ukefime grave Matron of a noble Ldntj 
Jfffb awful Bi^uty Joes fteligitin Jhine. 
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Jufl Sefffi fiotdd titteb its n rtvirt ih$ Dmm, 
Nor^ hy imprudent Jeft$^ U J^ h9r F4imi. 
/v commut Lifiy§u*U o'OMthU RtMS^Mifg ^^^^% 
That none but Fods ingrofs Jhu/e deiigbt : 
Tbem ufe it here ■ n or think war Caution vain ; 
Tq h polite, Men need not he pro&ne. 

Next to their Concerns ih the other Worlfl, Men 
are ufually moft taken up With the Cottcerns <X Ae 
P«WV here. The Love of oiir Country is aitiOAg 
thofe Virtues to whxh every Man thinks hetbMid 
pretend ; and the Way in which this is geherally 
fliewn, is by fMMng into what we call Patthfi whei^* 
if a large Share of good Senfe allay not that Heat, 
which is naturally contra6ied from fuch Ertglijg^ents, 
a Man foon falls into all the Violences of fMi¥i^ 
and looks upon every one as his £itisit\y^ whd does 
not cxprcfs himfelf about fhe Public Godd in the 
fame Terms he docs. This is a hftr& Pifture, but 
it is a juft one, of the far greater Part of ihbfe who 
are warm in political Difputes. A ppUte M/htnAM 
therefore fpeak as feldoih as he can oil Topics, 
where, in a mixed Company, it is almoft iihpof- 
fible to fay any thing that will pleafe all. 

To hy Truth, Fatriotifrtj properly fo callrtl, is 
perhaps as fcaroe in this Age as in any that has gmie 
before us. Men appear to love themielves fo wdl^ 
that it feemsnot altogether credible they flioald, at ' 
every Turn, prefer their Country's Intereft to their 
own. The Thing looks noble indeed ; and there* 
fore, like a becoming Habit, cf^etj body would pdt 

R 4 it . 
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it on. But this is Hypocrify, you'll fay, and there- 
fore (hould be deteded ! Here the PoHu Philofipher 
linds new Inducements to Caution ; Sore Places are 
always tender; and People at a Mafquerade are in 
Pain, if you do any thing whjch may difcover 
their Facei5« 

' Otir Philofophy.'is not intended tomakz a Man 

^■' that foiir Monitor who points out Folks Faults, but 

to make tfieqi ii) love i|irith their Virtues ; that is, to 

taakp himfe}if an4 them eafy wl^il^ he is with them ; 

^nd tf>do, or fiy iiothing, wfiich, on Refledion, may 

, mi^ tlMP lefs bis j^riepds ^% their xie:^ t lyieeting. 

Let us explain this % little farthef . The Rules 
, we offer, are intended rather to guide Men in Con>- 
pany than when alone. What we advafice tends 
' not fd direAIy to ftmend People's Hearts, as to re- 
gulate their Conduct ; a Matter which we have al- 
ready demonftrated to b^ of no fmall Jmportiance. 
Yet-I beg you'll obfervc, that tbRug|i Morality be 
not immpfiiately our Subjc^, we are far, however., 
. from rcquiripg any thing in our Pupils contrjiry 
thereto. 

* K polite Manmsiy yet 1>e religious, and, if hi^ 

• Reafon be convinced, attached to any Intereft which^ 
r]n his Opinion, fuits beftwith that of the Public; 
provided he conform thus far to our Syftem, that on 

• no Occafion he trouble others with thjc Articles of 
his religious Creed, or political Engagements ; or, 
by any Stroke of Wit or Raillery, hazard for a 

;^ugh 
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Laugh that Difpofition of Mind, which is abfolutely 
neceffary to make Men eafy when together. 

Were I indeed.to indulge my pwn Sentiments, I 
ihouid fpeak yet with greater Freedom on this Sub- 
je6i. Since there is fo vaft a difproportioi), when 
we come to compare thofe who have realjy either a 
Concern in the Government, pr the Service of their 
Country more particularly at Hearty and the Men 
who pretend to either, merely from a Defire of ap- 
pearing of fome Confequence tbemfelves ; vve ought 
certainly to avoid making one of this Number, and 
;aim rather at being quiet within ourfelyes, and agree- 
able to thofe among whom we live, let their political 
Notions be what they will ; inafmuch as this is a di- 
reft Ro^d to Happihefs, which all Men profefs they 
would reach, if they could. Pomp9nius jftthus^ 
whofe Charader appears fo aqiiable^ from the con- 
curring Tcftimony of all who mention him, ©wed 
rhe grcateft Part of that Eftecm in which he^ lived, 
and of that Reputation by which he ftill furvives, 
unto his fteady Adherence to this Rule. His Bene- 
volence made him love Mankind in general, and his 
good Senfe hindered him from being tainted with 
thofe Party Prejudifes which had bewitched his 
Friends. He took not up Arms for Cafqr 5 nor did 
he abandon Italy^ when Pornpey withdrew \yith his 
Forces, and had, in outward Form, the Saiiftion of 
ihe Commonwealth. He few too plainly the Ambi- 
tion of both J yet he preferved his Complacence for 
his Friends in each Party, without fiding with either. 
Succefs never njade them more welcome to Pomponius^ 

nof, 
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nor could any Defeat leflen them in his EfteenL 
When vidlorious he vifited themt without fliaring in 
their Power: and when vanquifhed he received them^ 
without confidering any thing but their Diftrefs. In 
a few Wordsy he entertained Jio Hopes from the 
good Fortune of his Friends, nor fuficred the Re- 
vcrCi of it to chill his Breaft with Fear. His Equa- 
nimity produced a jufl Efieft, and his univerGil 
Kindnds made him univerfally beloved* 

T fancy this PiSureof a Difpofltion, perfe^Iy free 
from political Sournefs, will have an agreeable EflFe^ 
on many of my Readers ; and pre/ent their falling 
into a common Miftake, that the Circumftances of 
public AfFairs, and the Characters of public Perfons, 
are the propereft Topics for general Converfation ; 
Whereas they never conftder, that it is hard to find 
^ (^ompany, wherein fomebody or other hadi not 
erther Liking or diftafi-e, or has received Injuries 
or Obligations from thofe who are likelieft to be 
mentioned upon fuch Occafions ; and who, confe- 
^uently, will be apt to put a ferious CondruCtion 
on a flight ExpreiSion, amj remember afterwards in 
earneft, v/hat the Speaker meant fo much H Jeft, as 
never to havQ thought of it more, Thefe, per- 
]hnps, may pafs with fome for trivial Remarks ; but 
with*thofe who regard their own Eafe, and have 
7ft all obferved what conduces to make Men dif- 
agreeable to one another, I flatter myfelf they wJH 
have more Weight. 

Behaviour is like Architecture ; the Symmetry- of 
the whole pleafcs us fo unuch, that we examine not 

into 
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into Its Parts; which, if we did, we fhouldfind 
liDuch Nicety required in fofrming/uch a Siruftur^ ; 
though, to Perfons of nt> Tafte, the Rules of either 
Art would fcem to baye Jittle Connexion with 
their EffeSs. 

Thaty trye Pollt^nefe woe can only call^ 
Which haksUke Jones's 'Eabrlc at Whitehall \a^\ 
Ulcere ju/i Proportion ive «with FUafiire fee\ 
Tfjouj^h htiilt fy J^uU^ yet from all Sttffnefs fne ; 
Though grand^ ytt plain \ magnificent^ not fine \ 
The Ornaments adorning the Dejign, 
It fills bur Minds ivith rational Delighty 
AndfUeafei on Reflexion^ as at Sight, 

After thcfe Admonitions ;as to-Religion an.d Poli- 
tics, It is very fit we obferve another l^opic of mo- 
dern Dlfcourfe, of which it is hard to fay whether 
it be more common^ qr more contrary to true Pd- 
liieneft. «Wfhat I mean> is, the refleflingon Mw's 
^ Prpfeffionts, ^nd playing on thofe general Aiperfioijs, 
which hay^ been fixed on them by a Sort of Ill- 
nature hereditary to the World. And with this, as 
the third Point, which I promifed to confider, fhall 
tc (hut i^p tl;^e ;nofe ferioi^s Part of this Effay. 

In prder to have a proper Idea of this Point, we 
inuft, firft of all, confider, that the chief cajufe both 
iof Love and Hatred, is Cuftom. When Men, from 
a long Habit, have acquired a Facility of thinking 
clearly, and fpeaking well in any Science, they na^ 
turally think that better than any other j and this 

[a] Banqueting-houiQe. 

* Liking 
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Liking, in a (hort Time, grows up to a warmer 
Afitr<5ttan ; which renders them impatient whenever 
their darling Science is decried in their Hearing. 
A poUte Mtm wiH have a care of ridiculing Phyfic 
before one of the Faculty, talking difrefpedfuHy 
of Lawyers while Gentlemen of th^ Long-pobe 
are by, or fpcaking contemptibly pf the Clergy 
when with any of that Ordfiy 

Softie Critics may poflibly objed. That th^fe are 
Soliclfms of too grofs ^ Nature for Men of tolerable 
Senfe or Education to be guilty of. Bjiit I appeal 
to thofc who.^re moft converfant in the World, 
whether this Fault, glaring as it is, be not com-f 

jnittcd every Day. 

» ■ • 

The.ftricScft Intimacy can never warrant Fice- 
doms of this Sort ; and it is, indeed, prepofterous 
to thvftk rt (hould ; unlcfs we can fuppofe. Injuries 
are lefs^ Evils when they ;are done us. by Friends, 
than when they come from other hands* 

Excefs of JVif may nfinftimes legmilf : 
.jftjls an not al^wfiys pinHon^ ^^--^-^y a Smile* . 
Men may difguife their Malice at their Hearty 

Andfecm at E^fe rrth^ paired with inward Smarts 

Mijtaken^ wif— ^ — think aU fuch Wounds^ ofcour/e^ 

deflexion cures Alas / it f^takes them nvorftm 

JJke Scratc/fes the^ nuith- double Anguijh^/eize^ 
^aakle in ^ime^ qndfefiir hy Degrees^ 

Kjtt us now proceed to fpeak of Raillery in general, 
Invf c^ive is a Weapon worn as commonly as a Swore) j 
aud, like that, is often in the Hands of thofe who 

know 
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know not how to ufe it. Men of true Courage fight 
but feldoih, and never draw but in their own De- 
fence. Bullies are continually fquabbliftg ; and, from 
the Ferocity of their Behaviour, become the Terror 
of fome Companies, and the Jeft of more. This is 
juftthecafewith fuchas have aLivelinefs of Thought, 
direded by aPropenfity to Ill-nature: Indulging them- 
felves at the Expencc of others, they, by Degrees, in- 
cur the Diflike of all. Meek Tempers abhor ; Men 
ot cool Difpofitions dcfpife ; and thofe addicSled to 
Choler cbaftife them. Thus a Licentioufnefs of 
Tongue, like a Spirit of Rapine, fets one Man 
againft all ; and the Defence of Reputation, as well 
as Property, puts the human Species on regarding a 
malevolent Babler with a worfe Eye than a common 
Thief; becaufe Fame is a Kind of Goods, which, 
when once taken away, can hardly be reftorecf. 
Such is the Effigies of this human Serpent. And 
who, when he has confidered it, would be flioughc 
to have fat for the Piece ? 

It is a thoufand to one my Book feels the Re^ 
fcntmeat of Dracoj from his feeing his own Like- 
nefs in thb Glafs. 

A good Family, but no Fortune, threw Draco ^ 
into the Army when he was very young. Dancing, 
Fencing, and a Smattering of French-, arc all thq 
Education either his Friends beftowed, or his Capa-* 
city would allow him to receive. He has been now 
two Years in Town, and from fw^aring, drinking,^ 
and debauching Country Wenches, (the general 

' ' Rout 



- \ 



^54. THE PDLITE FHILOSOPtfE*! 

Rout of a military Rake) the Air of St. Jam^s^f 
has given his Vices a Hew Turn, ByDint of an em- 
broidered Coat, he rhurft himfelf inta the Beait 
CofFee-houf?s, where a dauntlefs Effiontcry, ahdf 
a natural Volubility of Tonguey confpirc to make 
him pafs for a Fellow of Wit and Spirit. 

A baftarcf Ambition makes him eniy every great 
Charaftcr ; and as he has juft Senfc enough to know 
that his Qiialifications will niiver recommend him to 
the Eftcem of Men of Senfe, or thd Favour of Wo- 
men of Virtue, he has thence contraSed an Antipa- 
thy to both ; and by giving a ba indlefs Lbofe to uni- 
Verfal Miflice, makes contmual War againft Honour 
and Reputation, whc:e-*jvcr he finds them. 

Hecatilla is a female Firebrand, ntar: dangerous, 
and more artfully vindictive than Draco himfelf. 
liirih, Wit, and Forcune, combine to renJcr her 
canfpicuous; while a fpicnetic Envy fours her, other- 
wife amiable, Qualities ; and makes her dreade^ as 
a'Poifon doubly dangerous, prateful to the Tafte^ 
yet mortal in EfFeft. All v/h) fee HecaflUa at a 
Vifit, where the Brilliancy of her Wit h-ight^ns the 
Luftrc of her Charms, are imperceptibly deluded 
irttoa Concurrence v/ith her irt Opinion, ai^dfufpefl? 
not Diflimulation under the Air of Frankiiefs, Jior a 
ftudied Delign of doing Mifchief in a fecmingly ca- 
fual Stroke of Wit. The hfoft: facred Charafter, 
the'moftexalted'Station, the faircfl Reputation, de- 
fend not'againft^Tieinfiritiouis Blaft of fprlghtly K^//- 
ery, b^rne on the Wings of IVii^ and fuppdrted by , 

u Blaze 
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a* Blaze of Beauty j the fiery Vapour v/itheri tk\e 
iWeeteft BloflToms, and communicates to all wbcy 
hear hct, an involuntary DiflHce to thofe at wbuicf 
Merits flie points her Satyr, 

j^ En/mngthtts the unfufpe^ing S^va/m^ 
Returning homer^Mords o^er a marjhy Piain^ 
Pleas* Jy at a Dlfiatice fees the lambent U'^bt^ 
And^ hafiiy folloxMi the mifcln&vous Spirit ; 
"Tbfo^ Bredki and Puddles j over Hedge and Stjkf 
Kamiies^ mi/guided^ mai^ a luear^ Mile. 
Cotfui^dj and avetid' ring at the Sface be^as.gone^ 
DoubtSy tben helievesy and hurries fafter on: 
Tbe Cheat detededy 'vjben the Fapowr^sf pent ^ 
Scarce hts convinced and hardlj can repent m 

Next to thefc Cautions with refpeft to Raillerf,- 
wWch, if we examine ftrid>ly, weihall find no better 
than a well - bred' Phrafe for fpeaking ill of Folks ; 
it may not be amtfs to warn our Readers of ^ c^er- 
tain Vehemence in Difcourfe exc^edinj^ly fhcck- 
ing to others, at the fame Time that it not ar little 
exhaufts tbemfelves. 

If we trace this Error to its Source, wc fhall find 
that the Spring of it is an Impatience at ifinding others 
differ frogn us in Opinipn : And can, there )je any 
thing more unreaibnable, than to blanie that Difpo- 
fition in them, which we chcrifh in ourfelves ? 

• If Sabmiffiort be a Thing (b difagreeable to us, 
why (hould we cxpeift it from them ? Truth only 
can jufijfyTenacioufneffs hh Opinion^T.»ci us Cilmly 
lav down -what convinces us $. and,, if it is r^J\fc>«aWev' 
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k will )iardly fail of perfuading th.ofe to whom W» 
fpcak* Heat begets Heat ^ and the Cla(hing of Opi- 
nions feldom fails to ftrike out the Fire of Difleniion. 

As this is a Foible riiore efpccially incident to tife"/ 
Fair Sex, I tbtnlc it wiH be highly neceflary . to offer 
another, and pierhaps a more cogent Argument to^ 
their Confideration. PaCffion is a prodigioi/s Ettemy 
to Beauty : It ruffles the f^v^teft Features, difcolours 
the fiheft Complexion,- and,* in a Word, gfves the 
Air of a Fury to the Faccf of an AngeK Far Ufe it 
from me to lay Reftraints upon the Ladies j bnt, in 
difluading them from this Method tff efiforcing their . 
Sentiments, I put thefn upon ah eafier Way of 
efFeiting what fliey delli^e : For what can be deniec^ 
to Beauty, when fpeaking with an Air of Satis- 
faction ? Complacence does all that Vehemence 
would extort, as Anger can alone abate the Ii#- 
fluence of their Charms^ 

Serene and mild nve *i;iew the Rvniftg Air^ 
the pleafing ?i£ture of thefmiling Fair ; 
A thoufand Charms ourfev^ral i^enfes meet. 
Cooling the Breez^^ ijjith fragrant Odours Jh^'eit, 
Buty fudderiy if ibtfahte Clouds deform 
The aseure Sky, and threat the coming Storm j 
Uafty 'weJUe tre^et the Thunders roar^ 

And dread what *we fo much admired before. 

To Vehemence in Difcourfe, let me join Redun- 
dancy in it alfo; a Fauk flowing Irather from Gare- 
It^flhefs than Defign 5 and whicli is more dangerous, 
from its being more neglefted. Paffion, as I have 
hinted J excites Opppfition j and that very Oppofit ion, 

to 
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tb a Man of tolerable Senfe, will be the ffatmgeil 
Reproof for his Inadvertency : Whereas a Peribn of 
^ loquacious Difpofition may often efcape open Cen** 
fure from the Refpe£t due to his Quality ; or fmn 
an Appreheniion in thofe with whom he converfei^ 
that a Check would but increafe the Evil ; and, like 
curbing a hard*mouthed Horfe^ ferve only to make 
him run the fafter: From whence die Perfon in 
fault is often rivetted in his Error, by miftaking a 
fllent Contempt for profound Attention. 

Perhaps this fhort Defcription may fet many of 
my Readers right ; which, whatever they may thin|: 
of it^ I afTure the^ is of no fmall Importance* Con« 
verfation is a Soi-t 6f Bank, in which all who com* 
pofe it have their refpe£tive Shares. The Man there^ 
fore who attempts to ingrofs it^ trefpkfles upon the 
Rights of his Companions ^ ahd, whether they think 
fit»to tell him fo or no, will, of Confequence, be re« 
gard^^ as no fair Dealer. Notwithftanding I con« 
iider Cbhverfation in this Light, I think it neceflary 
to obferve, that It differs from other Copartnierihips 
in one very mateHal Point ; which is this, thatlt 
is worfe taken if a Man pays in nlore than his Pro« 
portion, than if he had not contributed his fhll 
Quota, provided he be not too far deficient: For 
thB Preventioh of which, let us hav6i H9fa9t^jJCsai^ 
tion continually in our Eye, 

TJSfe irtJi/cteii nioith hltnd Auerfion rm 
Into 9tu taultj 'iVbm ih^ iomothir Jhtm^ 

It is the peculiar Privilege df the Fsdr, that, (p€iJc« 
itig or fllent, they never offend. Who can be weary. 
Vol. L S rf 
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of inuring the. (bftcft Harmony ? or who, without 
Ploifisre, can behold Beauty, when his Attention i» 
not dhferted fiom her Charms, by liftening to her 
Wordr? I would >av6 ftopt here, but that my De- 
fgmce for the Ladies obliges me- to take Notice^ 
that Tome of their own Sex, when pad the Noon of 
Lifey or in their Wane of Power from fome other 
Reafon, are s^t to [dace an Inclination of obliging 
their Hearers amongft thoTe Topics of 'Detra£tion> 
by which they would reduce the Luftre of thofe Stars 
that now gild the-Hemifphere where they once (bone. 

- From this Caufe only, I would advife the reign-* 
ing Toafts, by an Equality of Behaviour, to avoid 
theCeniure of the(e ill-natured Tatlers. 

Sttch bdfUfs taii aStinds the jouMg and f air ^ 
S.xp9$d to open ForCif and/ecnt Snare : , 
Pur/u*d iy AfM, warm vntb d^ru^w Fire^ 
Jigainft their Peace vobiU female Frauds ceaj^ru 
Efcafdfromthofe^ invaiutbeybopefor Refi^ 
What Fame* s/ecure from an invidious Jeji f 
By Flight the Deer^ no more of Dogs afraid^ 
Falls by a Sbotfromfome dark Concert made : 
So envious Tongues their foul Intentions bide^ 
Woundf though unfeen^ and kill ere tbefre defcrfd, 

* Of all the Follies which Men are apt ta fall into» 
to the Difturbance of others, and Ifilening of them* 
felves, there is. none more intolerable than continual 
Egotifms^ an4 a perpetual Inclination to Self-pane- 
gyric. The mention of this Weaknefs is fufficient 
to expofef it; fince I think ho Man was ever pof- 
ftifedvof fo wstnuaa Affe£Kon for his own Perfon, as 

deliberately 
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deliberately to affert,^ that it, and its Concerns^ are 
proper Topics to entertain Company. Yet therie arc^ 
many, who, through want of Attentionj fall into 
this Vein, as foon as the Coilverfation begins to ac- 
<}uire Life : they lay hold of every Opportunity of 
introducing themfelves, of defcribing themfelves, and^ 
if People are fo dull as not to take the Hint, of com- 
mending themfelves : Nay, what is more furprifing 
than all this, they are amazed at the Coldnefs of 
their Auditors ; forgetting, that the fame Paffion in* 
fpires almoft every body ; and that thert is fcarce a 
Man in the Room who has not a better Opinion 
of himfelf, than of any body elfe. 

Difquifitions of this Sort into Human Nature be- 
long properly unto^ Sages iii Polite Philofophy : For 
the'firft Principle of true Politenefs^ is, not to offend 
againft fuch Difpofttions of the Mind as are almoil; 
infeparable from oqr Species. To find but, and 
methodize thefe, requires no fnlall Labour and Ap- 
plication. The Fruits of my Refearches on this 
Subject I communicate freely to the Public ; but 
muft, at the fame Time, exhort my Readers to fpare, 
now and then, a few Minutes to fuch Reflexions i 
which will at.ieaft be attended with this goodCon- 
fequence, that it will open a Scene, which hath 
Novelty, that powerful Charm, to recommend it. 

But I piuft beware of growing ferious again ; I 
am afraid my Gravity majr have difobliged fome 
#f the Beau-monii already* ,. 
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tie tvio intends f adn>tfe tieyoiing and gay y 
Muft quit the common Road^^^tbe formal W^^ 
Wblcb hum'drum Pedant i take to make Folks 'uoi/e^ 
Myfraifing Flirt ue^ and decrying Flee, 
Lit Parfons tell what dreadful Ills will fall 
On fad) as UJlen ivken their Faffions call: 
We^ from fuch 'Things onrFupils to affright^ 
Say not the/re Sins, hut that the^re unpolite. 
To /hiw their Courage^ Beaus would often dare^ 
^ hUfikifi Crisues^ to hrave old Lacifer : 
Sat whof of Breeding nice^ of Carriage civiU 
fFould trefpafs on good Manners for the Devil ; • 
V Or^ merely to Mfplay his Want of Fear ^ 

' Be damtfd thereafter, to be laughed at here ? 

It cannot be expe^ed from me, that I fhould par- 
ticularly criticife on all thofe Foibles through which 
Men areoiFenfive to others in their Behaviour : Per- 
haps too, a Detail of this Kind,' however exaft, 
might be thought tedious ; it may be conftrued into 
.a Breach of thofe Rules, for a Arid Obfervance of 
which I contend. In order therefore to diverfify a 
Subjed, which can no other Way be treated agree- 
ably, permit me to throw together a Sett of Cha- 
raAers I once had the Opportunity of feeing, which 
willafFord a juft Pifture of thcfe Marplots in Con- 
verfation, and which my Readers, if they ^leafe, 
mky call the AiTembly of Impertinents. 

There wai a Coffeerhoufc in that End of the 
Town where I lodged fome Time ago, at which 
feveral Gentlemen ufed to meet in an Evening ; wbo^ 
fjoai a happy Correfpondcnce in their Humours and 

'' ' Capaciti^es^ 



THE POLITE PHILOSOPHER. 261 

Capacities, entertained one another agreeably from 
Che Clofe of the Afternoon, till it was Time to 
go to Bed, 

About fix Months this Society fubfifted with great 
Regularity, though without any Reftraint. Every 
Gentleman who frequenfed the Houfe, and had 
converfed with the Eredors of this occafional Club» 
were invited to pafs an Evening, when they thought 
fit, in a Room up one pair of Stairs fet apart for 
that Purpofe. 

The Report of this Meeting drew, one Night 
when I had the Honour of being there, three Gen- 
tlemen of Diftin£tion, who were fo well known to 
moft of the Members, that Admittance could not be 
refufed them. One of them, whom I choofe to call 
Major Riimblfy turned of threefcore, and who had 
had an excellent Education, feized the Difcoudb 
about an Hour before Supper, and gave us a v^ry 
copious Account of the Remarks he bad made in 
three Years Trs^vels through Itafy. He began with 
a geographical Deicription of the Dominions of his 
Sardinian Majefty as Duke of Savoy ; and, after a 
Digreffion on the FortificationiB oSTurin^ in fpeaking 
<^ which he 0iewed bimfelf a perfed Engineer, he 
proceeded to the fecret Hiftory of the Intrigues of 
that Court, from the Propofal of the Matc^ with 
Portugal^ to the AbdicatioR of King Vt£ior Amadius. 
After this, he run over the general Hiftory of Milan, 
Parma^ and Modena ; dwelt Half an Hour on the 
Adventures of the laft Duke of Mantua % gave us a 

S 3 hafty 
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Infty Sketch of the Court of Rome \ transferred hun-^ 
lelf firoKi thence to the Kingdom of Naples^ repeated 
' the Infurreftion of Majfianello^ and, at a Quarter 
before Ten, finifhed his Obfervations with the Re- 
cital of what happened at tbe Reduction of that 
fCingdom to the Obedience of the prefent Emperor. 
What contributed to make this Condudl of his the 
more out of the way, was, that every GentlemaA in 
the Room had been in Italy as well as he ; and one 
of thein, who was a Merchant, was the very Perfon 
at whofe ttoufe the Major refided when at Naples. 
,Poffibly he might imagine the Knowledge they had 
in thofc Thrngf might give theih a gpeater Relifh 
for his Animadveriions ; of, to fpeak more candid- 
ly, the Dcfire of difplaying his own Parts buried 
every other Circumftance in Oblivion. 

Juft as the Major had done fpeaking, a Gentlei-« 
xpan called for a Glafs of Water ; and happened to 
iay, after drinking it, that he foimd his Conftitution 
much mended fmce he had left off Malt Liquor, 
poftor HeSlick, another of the Strangers, immedi^ 
gtcly kid hold of this Opportunity, and gave us a 
large Account of the Virtues of Water ; confirming 
whatever he advanced from the Works of the moft 
tmiaettt Phyficians. From the main Subjefi, he 
made an eafy Tranfition to medicinal Baths and 
Springs. Nor were his Searches bounded by our 
• own Country ; be condefcended to acquaint us with 
the Properties of the Springs of Bourbon^ particula- 
Ifized il^ genuine Smell o^ Spaw Water, applauded 
the w:oQde(fuL£&^$ pf tbe Phrvmt Mineral 5 and,^ 
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}ike a true Patriot, wound up his Difquifitions iiiAk 
preferring jifirop W tils (within thrcq miles of which' 
he was born) to them alh It was now turned of 
Eleven ; when the Major and Doftor took their 
Leave, and went away together in aHackney-coach* 

The Company feemed inclinable to extend their 
ufual 7'ime of Atting, in order to divert theipfdves 
after the Night's Fatigue. When Mr* Papilioy the 
third New-comer, after two or three fevcre Rcjlex- 
ions on the Oddity of fome Popple's Humours, who 
were for impofmg their own idle Conceits as Things 
worthy the Attention of a whole company ; though, 
at the fame Time, their Subje£ts are trivial, and their 
Manner of treating them infipid : '' For my Part," 
continued he, <^ Gentlemen, moft People do me the 
Honour to fay, that few Perfons underftand Medals 
better than I do. To put the mufty Stories of thefe 
queer old Men out of our Heads, I'll give you the 
Hiftory of a valuable Medallion^ which |vas fent me 
about three Weeks ago from VinictJ^ Without 
ftaying for any farther Mark of Approbation thstn 
Silence, he entered immediately on a long DjfTerta* 
tion 4 in which he had fcarce proceeded ten Minutes 
before his Auditors, loftng all Patience, followed the 
Example of an old Turky Merchant who, taki;)^ up 
his Hat and Gloves, went dire£Uy down ^^air^i^*^ 
without faying a Word. 



... V 



Animadverfions on what I have related, W6uld 
but trelpafs on the Patience of my Readers i whese- 
fore^ ip the Place of them, let me oSzj: aTew Re- 

S 4 marks 
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narb in Verfe, wbae ray Genius may be more at 
* Liberty, and Vivacity attone for wane of Method. 

|FZ» wMuUmi cbmfi ujbmm thigtm\ql Sfwrn^ 
Jmdjfy Cmuemft T^^^m Tbimgfi harjlj hmrm. 

^bit to mf^id Ut not your TmUm he hm^ ; 

ffbi iniUft Sfeakef^s ever im the 'coremg^ 
Jmd all abhor Jntempermmci tfToagm. 
nough*9nth a FLoKy rfeafy Sommi*^ 
Tmr cefieus Speech with every Grace ahmmdr ; 
Thngh Wit adomj anJ JtU^mem give it Weight ; 
"Difirettomwrnfiyomr F'amty ahafe, 
Ereyemr tit^d Hoarert fmt la^atiemce em^ 
Advmidervjhen the iMrum mUhe dowiu 
Ncr think ly Jbt Ateuiien com he ijarm^ht s 
AFluxtfWmrdi'wiUever he aTatikm 
things vntboMt Limit tve hj Natmre hlat^ ; 

Jadfim are clofdwth Flea/are^ if the Jam* 

Hitherto we have dwelt only on the BIcmiflies of 
Converfation, in order to prevent our Readers com- 
mitting fuch Offences as abfolutely deftroy all Pre- 
tences to Ptlitenefs, But as a Man cannot be fai4 
to diicharge the Dvity he owes to Society, who con- 
tents himfelf ^ith barely doing nothing amifs \ fq 
X^e£lures on Polite Philofophyy aft^r removing thcfc 
Qbftacles, may reafonabjy be expeded to point out 
the Method whereby true Politenofs may be ob- 
^ined. But alas ! that is not to be done by 
Words ; Rocks and Tempefts are eafily painted^ 
b^t the Rays of Pbttbus defy the Pencil, 

Methihks I fee my Auditors in Surprife^ What, 
^7 ^ey^ haye we attended (o long in vain ? Have 

we 
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we liftened to no Purpofe ? Muft we content oup* 
felves V^rith knowing how n^ceSAty zTWing Politenefs 
is, without being told how to acquire it ? Why, 
really. Gentlemen, it is juft fo. I have done all for 
y©u that is in my Power ; I have fhewn you what 
you are not to be ; in a Word, I have explained Pot 
liunefs negatively : If you would know it poiitively^ 
you muft feek it from Company and Obfervation. 
However, to fliew my own Good-breeding, I will 
be your Humble Servant as far as I can ; that is, I'll 
open the Door, and introduce you, ]e;iving you then 
at the fingle Point where I can beofpo f;^;her Ufe, 
id efty Application. 

The World is a great Sphool, wherein Men are 
Arft to learn, and then to .pra£iife. As Fundamen- 
tals \x^ all Sciences ought to be we)l underftood, fa 
a Man cannot be too attentive, at his firft becoming 
acquainted with the Public : For Experience isane- 
ceflary Qualification in every diftinguifhed Charac^ 
ter, and is as much required in a fine Gentleman^ 
^s in a Statcfman. Yet it is to be remarked, that 
Experie;nce is much fooner acquired by fonle, tkaii 
by others : For it does not confift fo much in a co- 
pious Remembrance of whatever has happened, as i^ 
a regular Retention of what may be ufeful \ as a Man 
is properly ftiled learned from his making a juft Uf(? 
of reading, and not frpm his having perufed a Mul-r 
titude ojr Books. 

As foon as we have gained Knowledge, we (ball 
jpnd the beft '^Vay to im^i-ovc \% wijl be Exercife ; ir^ 

" which 
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"whiclr two Things arc carefully to be avoided, Pofi* 
tivenefs and AfFecSbitionk If, to our Care in fhun-- 
ning them, we add a Deiire of obliging thofe with 
whom we converfe, there is little Danger, but that 
we become all we wiih ; and Politenefs^ by an im- 
perceptible Gradation, will enter into our^ minuteft 
Anions, and give a Poli/h to every thing we do. 

if ear to the far^extetided Coafii of Spain, 
Snme JJlands triufi^b o*€r the rising Mairty 

Where d^welt of old as tuneful 'Poets fajy 

Slingers luho horefrom aU the Prize away. 

While Infant syet their fsehle Nerves they tr^d ; 

Nor needful Foody till won iy Artyfupph^d* 
Pix^d lAras the Mark the Toungfiery oft in vain^ 
Whirtd the mifguided Stone with fruitlefs Pain : 
ITiUy hy long PraSicey to PerfeQion hr ought y • 

Witheafy Sleight their fkrmer Tajk theif njureught^ 
Swift from their Arm th* w^ erring Pehhlejkw^ 
Andy high in Airy the fluttering Vi&imflew. 
So in each Art Men rife hut hy Degreesy 
And Month ofltabour lead to Tears of Rafe* 

The Duke de Roche faucaulty who was efteemcd 
the moft brilliant Wit in Franccy fpeaking of Polite-' 
nefsy fays, That a Citizen will hardly acquire it at 
Court, and yet may eafily attain it in the Camp, I 
fliall not enter into the Reafon of this, but offer my 
Readers a (horter, pleafanter, and more effedual 
Method of arriving at the Summit of genteel Behi« 
viour y that is, by converfing with the Ladies. 

Thofe who aim at Panegyric, are. wont to afTemble 
^ Throng of glittering Ideas^ a'hd then, with great 



THE POLITE PHItOSOPHER. 267 

Exa£lncfs, clothe them with all the Elegance of 
Language^ in order to their making the moft magni<> 
iicent Figure when they come abroad in the World. 
So copious^ a Subjed es the Praifes of the Fair, tnzy^ 
in the Opinion of my Readers, lay me under great 
Pifficulticf in this Refped. Every Man of good Un^ 
derftandiBgi, and fine Senfe, is in Pain for one who 
has undertaken fo hard a Tafk : Hard indeed to me 
who, from many Ye^rs Study of the Sex, have dif- 
-covered fo many PerfeSions in them, as fcarce as 
many more YeSirs would afford me Time to exprefs. 
However, not to difappoint my Readers, ormyfelf, 
by foregoing that Pleafure I feel in doing Juftice to 
the moft amiable Part oT the Creation, I will in- 
dulge the natural Propenfity -I have to their Ser^ 
vice, and paiiit, though it be but in Miniature, 
tiie Excellencies they poffefs, and the Accompli|h* 
jnents which, by Reflexion, they bellow. 

A nxihenfome Poity hftpfy In his Choice 
Of ah iwportMi SuhjeS'-^-^^tuHes his f^oic0 
^ofiueettr Soundsy and mart e9(alted Strains^ 
Whicb^ fromaftrong Rtfiiximi^ hi attains \ 
As Homer, 'whiU his Heroes he records^ 
Transfufes all their Fire into his Words ; 
So w^, intent the charming Sex topUafef 
A^'i^ith new Life, and an unnvonted ^afe ; 
Beyond the Umits of our Genius foar^ 
And feel anArdo^ yiite uninoR^jn before. 

Thofe who, from wrong Ideas of Things, havi 
forced themfelves intp a Diflike of the Sex, will b^ 
fipttocry out. Where would this Fellow run ? Has he 

fg Ipng ftudid Women, ^d does be not know what 

Numbers 
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Numbers of ASkSted Prudes, gay Coquettes, and 
''giddy Impertinents there are among them ? i 
AlasJ Gentleman, what Miftakes are thefe,! How 
^ill you be furprifed, if I prove to you, that you are 
in the fame Sentiments with me; and that you could 
not have fo warm Refentments at thefe Picadilloes, 
jf you did not think the Ladies more thaii mortal f 

Are the Faults you would pafs by in a Friend, and 
/mile at in an Eqiemy, Crimes of fo deep a Dye ia 
them, as not to be forgiven ? And can this flow from 
any other Principle, than a Perfuafion, that they ^re 
more perfect jn their Nature than we, and their 
Guilt the greater therefoi^, in departing, even in 
the fmalleft Degree, from that Perfection ? Or, can 
there be a greater Honour to t)ie Se?^, than this Dig- 
^nity, which evep thpir Enemies allow them ? To fty 
Tru^h, Virtue and Women owelefs to their Friend^ 
than to their Foes • fince the vicious, in both Cafes, 
charge their own Want of Tafte oh the Weaknefs of 
Human Nature ; purfue grofferPIeafuresbecaufe they 
arc at Hand; i^nd negleSthe more refined, as Thing?? 
of which their Capaisities afford them no Idea. 

Sorn with afervUi Qt^fi t^fitufualjoy^ 

Souls of low Taftt the /acred ^lame deftroyi 

By iMchj allied to the ethereal Firef 

CeleJlialFiews the Heroe^s Thoughts in/fin ; , ^ 

^each him in afttblimer Vath to move^ 

And urge hith on to Glory and to Love: 

Faffions which onl^give a Right to Fame ; 

To prt/ent Hl/i^ an4 to a deathlefs Name. 

While thofe mtan WretcheSf wsthjufi Shame o^erjfread^ 

JJveon uffknen/im'^''^-^and are^ unheard of^ dead, 

' ' - Mr. 
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Mr. Drydettj who knew Human Nature, perhaps, ^ 
as well as any Man whoever ftudied it, has gfven 
♦ lis a juft Pifture of the Force of female Charms, in 
the Story of Cymon and Iphtgentaz Boccacij from 
whom he took it, had adorned it with all the tinfel 
Finery an Italian Compofition is capable of. The 
Ettglijh Poet, like moft Engltjh Travellers, gave 
Sterling Silver in Exchange for that fuperficial Gild- 
ing; andbeftowed a Moral where he found a Tale. 
He paints, in Cymon^ z Soul burie'd in a Confulion 
of Ideas, informed with' fo little Fire, as fcarce to 
itruggle under the Load, or afford any glimmerings 
of Senfe. In this Condition he reprefents him ftruck 
with the Rays of Iphigenia's Beauty : Kindled by 
them, his Mind exerts its Powers, his intelle(ftual 
Faculties feem to awake ; and that uncouth Fero^ 
city of Manners, by which he had hitherto been 
diftinguifhed, gave way to an obliging Behaviour^ 
the natural ESeA of L<ive ! 

The Moral of this Fable is a Truth which can 
never be inculcated too much. It is to the Fair Sex 
we owe the moft fhining Qualities of which ours is 
Mafter : As the Ancients infinuated, with their ufual 
Addrefs, by painting both the Virtues and Graces 
as Females. Men of true Tafte feel a natural Com- 
plaifance for Women when they converfewiththem^ 
and fall, without knowing it, upon every Art of 
pleafing ; which is the Difpofition at once the moft 
grateful to others, and the moft fatisfa6lory to our-» 
fclves. An intimate Acquaintance with the other Sex 

fixes 
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fixes this Complacence into a Habit, and that lia* 
^'bit is the very Eflfencc of Polttenefs. 

Nay, I prefume to fay, Polftene/s can be no other 
way attained. Books may furniih us with right 
Ideas, Experience may improve our Judgments ; 
but it is the Acquaintance of the Ladies only, which 
can beftow that Eafinefs of Addrefs, whereby the 
fne Gentleman is diftinguifhed from the Scholar and 
the Man of Bujtrtefs. 

That my Readers may be perfe£Uy fatisfied in a 
Point, which I think of fo great Importance, let 
us examine this a little more ftri<^ly» 

There is a certain conftitutional Pride iiT Men^ 
which hinders their yielding, in point of Know« 
ledge. Honour, or Virtue, to one another. This im-^ 
mediately foriakes us at the Sight of Woman. And 
the being accuftomed to fubmit to the Ladies, gives 
a new Turn to our Ideas, and opens a Path to Rea- 
fon, which (he had not trod befare. Things appear 
in stnother Light; and that Degree of Complacency 
feems now a Virtue, which heretofore we regarded 
as a Meannefs. 

. I have dw^lt longer on the Charms of the Sex^ 
^rifing from the Perfeftion vifible in their exterior 
Compofition ; becaufe there is the ftrongeft Analogy 
between them, and the Excellencies which, from a 
nicer Enquiry, we difcover in the Minds of the Fair. 
As they ar^ diftinjjuiihed from the robuft.Make of 

Man 
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Man by that Delicacy, exprcffed by Nature, in their 
Fornr; fo the Severity of mafculine Senfe is foftencd 
by a Sweetnefs peculiar to the female Soul. A 
native Capacity of Pleating attends them through 
every Circumftance of Life ; and what we impro- 
perly call the Weaknefs of the Sex, gives- them a 
Superiority unattainable by Force. 

The Fable of the North- wind and the Sun con- 
tending to make the Man throw off his Cloak, is not 
an improper PiSure of the fpecific Difference be- 
tweeh the Powers of either Sex. The bluftering 
Fiercenefs of the former, inftead of producing the 
Effe£k at which it aimed, made the Fellow but 
wrap himfelf up the clofer ; yet no fooner did the 
Sun-beams play, than that which before protefted 
became now an Incumbrance. 

' Juft fo, that Pride which makes us tenacious 111 
Difputes between Man and Man, when applied to 
the Ladies, infpires us with an Eagernefs not to 
contend, but to obey. 

To fpeak fincerely and philofophically. Women 
leem deffgned by Providetice to fpread the fame S plen- 
dour and Chearfulnefs through the intelleftual OEco- 
nomy, that the celeffral Bodies diffufe over the ma- 
terial Part of the Creation. Without them, we 
might indeed contend, deftroy, and triumph over 
one another. Fraud and Force would divide the 
World between th?m ; and we fhould pafs our 
Lives, like Slaves, in continual Toil, without the 
Profpedl of Pleafure or Relaxation. 

It 
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It is the Convcrfation of Women that gives a prb^ 
per Bias to our Inclinations^ and, by abating the Fe- 
rocity of our Paflions^ engages us to that Gentle- 
nefs of Deportment^ which We ftile Humanity. 
The TenderAefs we have for them, foftehs the Rug- 
gednefs of our ©wn Nature ; and the Virtues wof 
put on; to make the hetter Figurd in their Eyes, keep 
us in Humour with oui-felve^* 

1 (peak it without Affe<ftati6n'6r Vanity, that rid 
Man has applied mot-e afUduoufly than myfelf to the 
Study of the Fair Sex i and I aver it with the greateft 
Simplicity of Heart, that I have not only found the 
moft engaging and moft amiable, but alfo the mod: 
generous and moft heroic Qiialities araongft the La-^ 
dies ; and that I' have difcovcred more of Candour^ 
Difintereftednefs, and Fqrvour in their Friendfhips, 
than in thofe of our own Sex, though I have beeiv 
very careful, and particularly happy, in the Choice/ 
of my Acquaintance. 

My Readers will, I dare fay, obfervc, and indeed! 
I defire they fliouid, a more than ordinary Zeal foe 
inculcating a high Efteem of, and a fincere Attach- 
ment to, the Fair. What I propofe from it is, to? 
reftify certain Notions, which are not only deftruc- 
tive of all PoUtenefsyhxit at the fame Time, dietri- 
mental to Society, and incompatible with the Dig- 
nity of Human Nature. Thefe have, of late Yearsg! 
fpread much amongft thofe who aflurae to themfelves, 
the Title cf fine Gcntkmen j and^ in Confequence; 

the^of. 
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thereof, talk with great Freedom of thofe from whom 
they are in no Danger of being called to an Account, 
There is fo much of Bafenefs, Cowardice, and Con^ 
tempt of Truth in this Way of treating thofe who arc 
alone capable of making us truly and rationally hap- 
py, that to confider the Crime muft be fufficient to 
make a reafonable Man abhor it. Levity is the bed 
Excufe for a tranfient Slip of this Kind ; but to perfift 
in it is evidently defcending from our own Species, 
and, as far as we are able, putting on the Brute. 

Framed to give Joy^ tht lonely Sex arefeen ; 
Beauteous their Form^ and heanPnly in their Mein. 
Silent^ they charm the pleased Beholder* s Sight ; 
And^ /peaking^ ftrike us ixiith a nenju Delight : 
JVordsy njohen pronoun^ dhy thetn^ bear each a Dart ; 
Itwade our Ears^ and *wound us to the Heart . 
To no ill Ends the glorious PaJ/ionftvi^s ; 
By Love and Honour hound^ the Touth oheys : 
Tillf by his Service ivon^ the grateful Fair 
Confents^ in Time^ to eafe tht Lover^s Care^ 
Seals all his Hopes ; and^ in the bridal Kifh 
Civis him a Title to untainted Bli/t. 

I choofe to put an End to my Ledlure on Polite^ 
nefs here, becaufe, having fpoken of the Ladies, I 
would not defcend again to any other Subject. In 
the Current of my Difcourfe, I have taken Pains to 
(hew the Ufe and Amiablenefs of that Art which 
this Treatife was written to recommend ; and have 
drawn, in as ftrong Colours as 1 was able, thofe So- 
lecifms in Behaviour, which Men, either through 
Giddinefs, or a wrong Tvirn of Thought, are moft 
likely to commit. 

Vol. I. T Perhaps 
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Perhaps the grave may think I have made Polite^ 
nefs too important a Thing, from the Manner in 
which I have treated it ; yet, if they will butrefied, 
that a Statefman, in the moft auguft Aflembly, a 
Lawyer of the deepeft Talents, and a Divine of the 
greateft Parts, muft, notwithftanding, have a large 
Share of PoUtenefs^ in order to engage the Attention 
and bias the Inclinations of his Hearers, before he 
can perfuade them ; they'll be of another Opinion ; 
and confefs, that fome Care is due to acquiring that 
Quality which muft fet off all the reft. 

The gayer Part of my Readers may probably find 
^auJt with thofe Reftraints which may refult from 
the Rules I have her^ laid down ; but I would have 
thefe Gentlemen remember, that I point out a Way 
whereby, without the Trouble of Study, they may 
be enabled to make no defpicable Figure in the 
World ; which, on mature Deliberation, I flatter 
myfelf they will think no ill Exchange. ThQ La- 
dies will, I hope, repay my Labours, by not being 
difplcafed with this Offer of my Service. And thus, 
having done all in my Power towards making Folks 
agreeable to one another, I am pleafed with the 
Hopes of having procured a favourable Reception 
for myfelf. 

Wheng^y Petronius, to correB the Age^ 
GofUi l^ay^ of old, to hUfatyric Rage ; 
This motley Form he for his IVritings chofe^ 
And chequered lighter Verje njnith grofver Profit 
When^ fwtthjujl Malice^ he defigiCd tofhvw 
fiovifaTunbcundedVice^ at Iqft^ would ^o ; 
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Jtt IPrbfe we read the execrable Tale^' 

jSndfee the Face of Sin tjuithout a PeiL 

Sutwiben bis SouJ, hyfomefoft Tbeme inj^it^£^ 

Tbe Jid of tuneful Voetry required: 

Hit Numbers witb peculiar Sweetnejs r^jy, 

u^W, in bis eafy Verfe^ we fee tbe Man : 

Ldarn^d without Pride ; ofTafie correS^jafra^ 

Alike from Nicenefs^ and from Ped^ry ; 

CareUfs of JFealtb^ yet Hiing decent Sbow : 

Infine^ by Birtb a Wit^ by Trade a Beau. 

Preehp be cenfur*d a licentious Age : 

And bim Icofy^ tbougb witb cbafter Page ; 

JExfio/etbe Evils In which Brutes delight , 

Andjhew bow eafy ^tis to he polite ; 

Exhort our erring Touth to mend in Time, 

And LeOures give f or Memrfs Sahj in JRJbfme ? 

Teaching this Art tofafs thro* Life at Eafe^ 

Vk/Bts*din9urfel^es^ while all around weflet^e^ 
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^TiftE Right Honourable 
The earl of 

GHOLMONDELEY. 

My L b K D9 

TH E Men of Letters feem td 
have well confulted their own Re- 
putation and Ihtereft^ when they threw off 
the illiberal Refcrve, which had long kept 
them at a Diftance from the converfible 
Part of Mankind^ and fecludedthem from 
the high Advantages of that excellent 
School, which we call the Polite U^orld. 
For it is a free and open Commerce with 
People of Diftinftion and cultivated Abili- 
ties, which gives the true Embellifliment 
to Senfe, and renders the A ttainments of 

T4 the 
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the Scholar conducive to the Purpcles of 
Elegance and Delight. 

That Freedom of Debate, and diveili- 
ty of Topics, which adorn the Conver- 
fations of Men of Rank and polite Litera- 
ture, will give his Mind a generous En- 
largement, and open to him delightfiil 
Scenes of Knowledge, at once awakening 
the Imagination and informing the Un- 
derftanding. Frona their Difquifitioils he 
will learn what Is beautiful in the Pro- ' 
dudions of Art; from their Demeanor, 
what is comely in Manners. For wjicre 
the Advantages of Birth and Station are 
united with liberal Accomplifhnients, 
there is the Seat o[ Elegance, and the 
Standard of Politenefs. 

Though the Quicknefs of familiar 
Difcourfe admit not of an Attention to 
that Accuracy, which is required in 
Writing ; yet there k in thefe exalted In- 
tercourfes, a certain fuperior Spirit and 
genuine Eloquence ; which is, perhaps, a 
better Help to the Improvement of Style, 
and a more enlivening Model for Imita- 
tion, 
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tion, than the cold Efforts of theClofet 
were ever able to produce. Thofe happy 
Turnsy and emphatical fprightly Phrafes, 
which are ftruck out by the Heat of ani- 
mated Converfation, and that genteel 
graceful Dignity of Expreflion, which is 
peculiar to thofe who move in the higher 
Spheres of Life, will catch the Ear of 
him who Is familiarly accuftoraed to 
them, and fteal, in fome Degree, into his 
own Diction. For as our Senfes naturally 
retain the Print of the Images, which are 
commonly prefented to them ; fo our 
Language almoft unavoidably takes a 
Tinfture from thofe, with whom we 
uiually converfe. Thefe Effefts are fo 
conftant, that we feldom fail to difcover 
by a Man*s Writings, with what kind of 
Society he has generally mixed. 

I muft add ; that in thefe high Scenes 
of Obfervation, there are frequently luch 
lucky Hints thrown out, as prove a fruit- 
ful Source of Thoughts and Imagination, 
.which would never have occurred to him 

in 



i32 DEDICATION- 

in the ftiidious Hour, or in the Compari/ 
of meaner Spirits^ 

Thefd, My LoiD, are fome of the Ad- 
vantage<5, which Men of elevated Charac- 
ter and refined Genius, communicate to 
him who is honoured with their Intima- 
cy, and whofe Mind is fufceptible of the 
Jmpreffions. They raife him, as it were, 
above himfclf, giving him to enjoy fome 
Share of their Spirit, and darting a Light 
into his Breaft, from that Fiire which en- 
flames their own 

^afi lumen ae luminefuo adcendunt. 

If, under the Incitement of thefe ani- 
mating Influences, he fhould try to dif- 
play the Beauties oi Delicacy ; the Great- 
nefs of the Encouragement may, in fome 
meafure, juftify the Boldnefs of the At- 
tempt ; though it will be Ut froto cxcuf- 
ing the unfuccelsful Execution. And 
fhould he happen not to fail ; he can claim 
no other Merit, but that of a faithful 
Relator ; fince his Pretenfions go no far- 
ther 
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ther than to give them back the Images 
of their own Minds • 

With this View the following Essay 
was undertaken ; which is here, with a 
warm Senfe of Gratitude, addrefled to 
Your Lordship; whofe Indulgence 
lifted me up to that Experience of Life, 
and Obfervation on ^ajle and Manners^ 
which gave Birth to this Delign, fuppli- 
ed me with Materials, and was the only 
Foundation, on which I could build any 
Hopes of Succefs. 

I am. My Lord, with the utmoft De- 
ference and Refpe£t, 

Tour Lordship's 

Mojl Obedient 

and moJl obliged 

Humble Servant^ 



Nathanael Lancaster. 
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PREFACE 



AMIDST the Variety of Compofitions, 
with which the Learned of this Nation 
have enriched the Republic of Letters^ we ftill 
want a ^reatife upon that ^j///y, which gives 
the finilhing Touches to the Culture of the 
Underftanding, and diffufes the fineft Delights 
through the Con^merce of Hitman Life. 

Though in the celebrated Performances of 
our moft elegant Writers, we meet with many 
mafterly Strokes, and beautiful Obfervations 
upon it ; yet, lying widely fcattered in various 
intermitted Speculations, they have not that 
Efficacy, with refults from a rejgular Plan 
and. connedled Syftem. 

But if all that occurs were brought into one 
entire View, and ranged in the beft .Order ; 
inany Things would (till be wanting to com- 
plete the Work, and give us that Fulnefs of 
Satisfaftion^ w]iicl^ we Should have i^eceived, 

had 
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had they entered profefledly upon the Subje<5V. 
Therefore, as it is impoffible not to admire 
what they have done ; it is natural to wifh 
they had done more, and anticipated the Ne* 
ceffity of any farther Enquires. 

This Omiffion, it has been faid, was owing 
to an Opinion, for Ibme Time too fuccefs- 
fully propagated— rThat He only, who had 
;attained the high Accompliihment, was equal 
to the Talk ; and that to undertake the Sub- 
jed:, carried with it an Air of arrogating the 
Charaderp This was an Obftrudion not to 
be furmounted by the cautious Candidate for 
literary Fame ; fince the very Attempt to ob- 
tain, muft unavoidably fruftrate his Hopes of 
public Approbatiop, 

If the Author of the following Essay had 
been perfuaded, either that this Opinion had 
any Foundation in Truth, or was ftill gene- 
rally received ; the fame reftraining Confid^r 
rations would have kept him in the fame 
Bounds. But fince he finds it has now no 
longer the Countenance of Numbers, and is 
fatisfied it never had the Authority of Reafqn, 
he hopes he may endeavour to explain thd 
Nature, and iiluflxate the Beauties of Dei^i- 

CAcy, 
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CACY, without the Imputation of alTuming to 
himfelf the Glpry of the Attainment, 

A Man may certainly be qualified to de* 
fcribe a Charadter in his Clofet, though he 
cannot adl up to it in Life ; as we often find 
Men . well verfed in the Theory of an Art, 
and able to point out its fevcral ExceHencies, 
who want either Faculties or Attention to 
reach the Practice. The Talents are founded 
upon difFereijt Principles ; and the one may 
fubfift without the other, in the higheft Per* 
fedtion. 

If this be not allowed ; the Poet as well as 
the Hiftorian, muft be poffeffed of every 
great Quality, which he paints with Accuracy, 
or traces with Difcernment. And When we 
find him fuccj£f$ful in defcribing the Exploits 
of an Hero, we niuft conclude, that he is 
himfelf no lefs expert in the military Art, and 
endued with equal Magnanimity, But it can- 
not be denied that there has been many a 
Writer capable of drawing up an Army, and 
fighting a Battle in all the Propriety and Vi- 
gour of Language, who had confeflTedly as 
little Addrefs to conduct the one, as Courage 
to attempt the other in the Field of Adlion. — 

— lingua 
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lingua melior, fedfrigida hello 



Dextera- 



And why Ihould the Pofleffion of the Qua* 
lity be thought more requifite in the Difplay 
of Delicacy ; This is fo far from appearing 
evident, that it feems rather to be, in fome 
Refpefts, a kind of difqualifying Circum- 
ilance. It is not improbable, that the fine 
Senfations in the Soul of him, who has at- 
tained to this high Refinement, might prevent 
him from doing full Juflice to his own Ac- 
complifhments ; for Delicacy is always 
found to withdraw itfelf from. every thing that 
has the leaft Appearance of Vanity. But if 
this Obftru(9:ion could be got over ; yet when 
it is knofwn to be his own Pidture, which he 
exibits to View, it may be looked upon as 
the Reprefentation of Features and Linea- 
ments heightened by Self-regard and the Biafs 
of a partial Judgment* 

But though the Attainment of the Quality 
is not requifite in the Writer ; yet it is eflen- 
tially neceflary that he fliould be intimately- 
acquainted with thofe, 1r whom it is found 
to exiftt 

This 
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. 'This is the Sourcfr fcom whenoe b^ muft 
draw not only the Materials for hU Work, 
but the Ability of <»rrying it into Execution* 
For it is only by frequent Intercourfes with 
Men of Rank, and polite Acquirements, that 

he can wear himfelf into that Caft of Senti- 

' __ • ■ » ■ • ■ 

ment and Expreffion, which the Dignity of 
his Subjed): indifpeoiably demands* 

It has been the Author's Fortune, to be 
admitted into thofe high Scenes of Improve- 
ment, and to have long been honoured with 
.the Acquaintance of. Perfons, not lefs diftin- 
guiflxed by the Refinement of their Abilities, 
than the Eminence of their Station* 

/ 

On this Foundation he builds his Hopes. 
On the Encouragement of fuch Adyaiitages 
he refts his Apology for the Undertaking; 
neither vainly alluring himfelf, that he has 
been able to make a right Ufe of the Oppor^ 
tunities, nor meanly courting the Reader's 
Favour, by profeffmg a very low Opinion of 
his Performance. He choofes rather freely 
to confefs, he has here exerted his bed Endea^ 
.vours, and entirely fubmits himfelf to the 
Deciiion of the Public. 

Vol. I. U If 
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If he fhould be judged unequal to the 
Tafle ; yet (he is bclined to think) the Defigit 
%ay not be altogether ufele&. Though the 
Plant did not thrive where it firft fprung; 
yet being removed to a better Soil, it may 
gain new Vigour^ and advance to lifacurity. 

But whatever be the Event ; it will be at- 
tended with this agreeable Reflexion ; that he 
has not fpent his Hours in . trifling Amufe^ 
ments, but in Difquifitions of a ferious Nature 
and real Concernment to Mankind, Certainly 
we were intended for fome farther Satisfac* 
tions, than the Attainment of fuch things only, 
as are barely neccflary to the Support of our 
Being. We have Faculties adapted to the 
Enjoyment of refine J Delights : Thofe Delights 
muft therefore be relative to Human Life ; 
which would prove a very infipid Pofleffion, 
without this heightening Rejifli o'f Eyiftencct 
The animal Funftions mighty indeed be car- 
ried on ; but fcarce with aqy Joy beyond what 
the Brutes themfelves experience. The ele- 
gant Pleafpres of Imagination, thjj enlivening 
Satisfadions of liberal Knowledge, and all the 
fweet EfFcdts of the amiable Paflions, would be 
entirely fet afide, and the rational Part of th<^ 

Creatioi:^ 
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Creation abandoned to the low Employment 
of gratifying the coarfeft Appetites in the 
coarfeft Manner. Slender and fordid would 
be the Intercourfes of the Friend and Compa- 
nion ; if Friend and Companion could then 
be found : Social ?leafure would degenerate 
into Sitvage Merriment j and decent Familiari^ 
ty into deteftable Freedoms ; were they not 
under the Controul and Guidance of this re-p 
graining Quality* 

But the Pleafure arifing from the Cultiva- 
tion of this Accomplilhment, is not the only 
Circumftance, which recommends it to our 
regard : For whilft it improves our Joys, it 
refines our Morals, by cherifliing thofe fine 
Emotions in the Soul, which create an Abhor- 
rence of every thing that is bafe and irregular, 
and prepare the Way for the eafier ImprefEons 
of Virtue and Honour. The Tafte of Beauty 
in the lower land, leads naturally to the high- 
er : And the love of Harmony in exterior 
Things, is a good Step towards the Relifli' 
of what is graceful and amiable ip the inward 
Principles of the Hearty , 

Whoever, therefore, undertsJces die Caufe 
ff PsLiCACT, u engaged, fit the liune Time, 
• ^ U » ' io 
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in the Support of Virtue^ and confults the 
Happincfs of every individual Member of Sor 
cfiet}% For the Manners of the Great are fo 
confUntly copied by their Inferiors, that when 
^ right Senfe oi Order and Decenoy prevails 
isy^oi^g the former^ it will not be akogedier 
vr^nting in the htt^. The Spirit of Refine^ 
mefit flops not where it was firft rai&d, but is 
cs^ught {torn Breaft to Breafl ; Apd though 
it operate with the greatcft Efficacy where 
it finds the beft Materials ; yet, in fome De-r 
gree, it is communicated to the whole Body 
of thePeople. • 

It i« the Pefign of ihe Author to iet thefe 
Points ip a clear L^ht ; and to demonftrs^j^ 
that Elegance o£ Tafte^^ ^d Refinement of 
J^anners, gre the proper Objeifts of a rational 
^urfuit, Uluftrious Ornainents to l^iuman Na^r 
tttre^ apd leading Charadlers tpa virtuoys and^ 
moral Conduft. And if his Endeavours" 
ihculd fall £^r beneath the Dignity of the 
Sut^e^ ; h? hopes, however, they may h^ 
confidered as a Teftimpiny of his warm Rerr 
gard, and of the Deference and Hpi>our he 
thinks due to thofe elevated Characters, unr 
(fer whofe Influence we behold Arts and In- 
genuity encoiir^^d. Life undejftood> and 

^ * Brkain 
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Britain Spiring to the Reputation of jlttic 
Elegance and Rman Urbanity. And though 
her Advances may not, perhaps, keep Face 
with the Eagernefs of our Wiflics ; yet this 
Ihould rather animate than difcourage her Pro- 
grefs : Since it is obfervable, that the extra- 
ordinary Ai&duity and Skill neceflkrily em« 
ployed to raife aad perfcft the Poliih of the , 
Nobler Gems, is amply compenfated by that 
Admiration and Pleafurcj which refult from 
the Superior Luftre* 
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PLAN of the whole WOUK. 

cr^HE General Defign of this Underiakit^ 

/i to explain the Nature ^ irdce out th& 
Standard, and recommend the CuUivaiion, of that 

Quality y which, in our Language, is marked out 

fy the Denomination of D£licacy. 

The fFork is carried on by way of Dialogue, 
and opens with the CharaSiers of two Gentlemen, 
who keep up the full Enjoyment of thofe Satisfae^ 
tionsi which art fe from the Harmortf ef Friend^ 
Jhip % thought infome RefpeSls^ the Turn of 
their ijdinds is extremely different » 

The one is ^ warm Admire)- of Elegance in 
Jrts and Manners ^ and is perpetually contending 
for the Necejpty of cultivating a refined Tajle. 
"The other thinks, that good Senfe and Firtue are 
fafficierft Recommendations, andjidnd in need of 
no adventitious Ornaments. 

The Cimmfation begins with a Difpute con>^ 
cerning the Origin of Society, which, tl^e Author 

U 4 upprehendsi. 
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apprehends^ will not be efieemed an impraper Lh 
troduRitm to a fVork of this kind; Jince att the 
Emhellt/hments of life are undemahlf derived 
from our AJfociations. 

j- 
JJi the Second Dialogue^ the Meaning of the 
fVordDzLiCACY is explained, agreeably to what 
feems the genuine Acceptation of it amongft our 

fnojl approved Writers. — 7J^ Nature of the 

^ality, the Criterion by which it is afcertained, 
the Obje^ons made to the Cultivation of refined 
Jafle and Pajfiony and the Ufe and Pleafure art- 
fingfrom it, are diJlinSlly examined* 

f7>e next treats of the Rife of elegant Arts and 
Manners, enquires from what Source, it is mofi 
probable, they derived their Original; and though 
the former may have fir ft rifen in a Free State, 
whether the Monarchical Form he not a more 
proper Nurfery for the latter. T'his Enquiry is 
followed by a ComparifoiH between the Ancients 
and Moderns with reJpeSl to the Delicacy cf 
Good-Breeding. 

The Fourth examines what it is, which confis^ 
tutes Delicacy in Writing. And enquires into 
the Characters of fever al Greek tf«i Roman Au* 
thors,Jofar as relates to the ^bjeStaf this BD&y ^ 

in 
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in which Refpe£t, Virgil is allowed to have 
greatly furpdjfed Homer. "This opens the IVay 
to fome OhfervAtions upon the Court of Auguf- 
tus, and the Advances^ winch were made in 
Elegance and Politenefs under the Influence of 
that accoittpitfied Prince. 

The Fifth is a.DiJfertation upon the Rife and 
Progrefs of Refinement in the Language ^ Compo-* 
fitions, and Manners of the Ettgliih Nation. 

The Sixth confiders thofe polities ^ which con*- 
ftitute Delicacy in a Public Speaker ; and to 
'what Degree^ it feems to have rifen in this Coun- 
try — whether the Flowers of ancient Rhetoric 
and Elocution, are preferable to plain good Senfe 
dnd Argument ; beyond which Pointy the EngUlh 
Eloquence is faid fcarce to afpire. This Con^ 
verfation is clofed with fome RefleElions upon the 
Powfr of fine Language ; which is compared t6 
that of Mufic, and Jhewn to be^ in fome' Re* 
fpeBsjfimilariin the FffeSis it produces i 

The Seventh treats of that Faculty in the Art 
of Painting, which is called Grace, and points 
out tkofe MafterSy who have been mojl diftin^ 
guijhed by this ^dlity. 

Tht 
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The Four fucceeding Dialogues exhibit the 
CbaraSer of an accomplijhed Gentleman y and dif- 
play bis ConduSl in the various Scenes of Life and 
Converfation , Jhewingy at the fame Time, that 
the trueft and highefl Refinentent confifts in the 
Purity of Morals ; and that Virtue is the moji 
illuflrious Ornament of Human Nature • 

In ConiraJ to this kepre/entation of Ulegante 
and SanSlity of Manners^ is exhibited the View 
of an impure and uncultivated Demeanor ; that 
the Beauty of the one^ and the Deformity of the 
other y may appear in^ a Jlronger Point of highly 
by the Neighbourhood of its contrary Chara£ler. 

The Next Dialogue touches upon the peculidr 
Charms of Female Elegance, and Jhews with 
what a fuperior Lujlte Delicacy manifejls 
itfelf in the Sex, which is tempered with a 
purer Flame ^ and formed with a quicker Senji- 
bilityy and higher Relijh of every Ornament and 
Grace. 

The Laft Converfation recommends the farther 

Cultivation of this Accomplijfymenty and enquires 

whether the Advances j we have made in it, are 

* equal to tbofe oj n Seigkhouring Nation ; and 
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if not, to what Caufe the Diffennce may be 
afcribed. 

Hie tflay ends with a Dijferfation on thofe 
Deities, which were /aid, by the jtncients, to 
he the Source of all that is amiable and pleafing, 
to difpenfe Jufinefs of lajte. Love of Beauty^ 
and thgt Happinefs of Manners, which adorns 
and enlivens Merit, and is a proper jittendant 
upon Senfe and Learning : For which ^ Reafon 
they ufually reprefent. the Graces in the Train 
of the God of Wifdom. 
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PHILdCLES is ojt^e of thoft ftv, who can 
be chearful and employed, witfabut kaving 
Recourfe to the Buitnefsor Oiverfions of the 
Worldl. He has a warfiik Imagination, tempered 
^ith an excellent Underftanding, both which he 
has improved by a )udicioii6 Mixture of tReading 
and Converfittion* 

. Though his Inclination has leflkhiiniAto Retire-i 
nif nt ; Ills Talents qjualify him for nn^Bfltg^Figuro 
i« the zStive Scenes of Li^. Y|^t, at the fame Time, 
it muft be confefled, thepe is a certain natural Deli-^ 
cacy in th^ Frame of his Miad* which WQuld have 

' rendered 
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rendered him lefs ferviceable in Bufinefs, than 6thers 
of inferior Abilities without tbk iame Refinement 
of Temper^ He is arrived to that Period of Life, 
when the Powers of tl^ Mind are in their trueft 
Vigour : And having converted at large long enough 
to give him a thorough Knowledge of Mankind, 
be has narjpwed hjs |]rien4^ as |7eII ^A^quaint^ 
Since, defiring but few of either. 

The Spot he has 'chofen-fSr his Retirement is 
. within a convenient Diftance of the Town, yet not 
fo near as to want any Advantages of .th^ Country^ 
H^ is^i profeffed Aimirpr^of ^at h( C2^%^Refined 
Simplicity^ and difcovers that Chaftity of Tafte, not 
PPly^ijl. his Judgment of tjjc fine Arts, but in his 
Houfe, his Furniture, his Equipage ; and in fhort, 
throughout thf who^e .^oa^u^ and (JCconomy of 
\kis Life* 

At a fmall Diftance from his Hbufeftandsa WtoJ ; 
vhich has fo many natural Beauties attending it, that^ 
with a very inconfidembk Expence, and by judici- 
oufly humouring th6 Genius of the Plaee, he has' 
made it one of the moft delightful Scenes imagihable. 
Ip the Center he has ereSed a little Tempte, the 
Materials of which are cheap and common ; yet they 
arc chofen with fuch Judgment, and thrown together 
with fuch Art^ that perhaps the moft coftly Orna« 
ments could not have produced any thing more plea- 
fing to a juft Eye. It is covered Mrith Thateh, and 
paved with Pebbles : and the Pillars are nothing more 
^an the Trunks of fome o)d Oaks, which grew upon 

thf 
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the Spot. .But the Plan is fo happily defigned, and 
fo neatly executed ; and the feveral Parts' are fo 
harmonioufly proportioned to each other, as well 
^s to the whole, that it forms one of the moft 
ligreeable Struftures I ever beheld, 

To this favourite Scene Phthilei retires, whenever 
he would enjoy himfelf or his Friend without Inter- 
ruption. And here it was that Sophronius found him 
ip his Evening Meditations, having been informed at 
his Houfe, that he was taking; a Walk in the Wood* 

Sophronius and Pbllocles have long lived together 
in the ftriSeft Intimacy, and moft unreferved Com** 
munication of Sentiments. Sophronius has a juft^ 
rather than a lively Imagination* His Senfe is ftrong^ 
but improved more by the Force of his own Reflexi^ 
ons, than by Books ; for be hu thought much more 
than he has read. Not that he is unacquainted with 
^he capital Authors, both Ancient and Modem; bift 
it is his Maxim, that *' Books have made more 
♦* Fools than ever Nature defigned." Truth is the 
lingle Aim of bis Enquiriiss i and to ftrew her Paths 
with Flower9, is, he thinks, to retard rather than 
to forward the Progrcfs towards her. The mind is 
amufmg berfelf with little artificial Beauties in the 
Way, whiift fiie il^ould be puihing forward to the 
End of her Journey* In fliort, a^ he is naturally of 
a phlegmatic Conftitution, b9 declares againft £n- 
thufiafm of every Sort, efteeming her as the worft 
^nemy that Truth has to fear. He frequently rallies 
fbilocUs upon this Article ; yfhom he thinks, upon 

many 
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many Occafions, efpecially where the fine Arts ore 
concerned, a downright Vifionsuy. 

After the general Compliments had pafled between 
thefe two Friends— How, feid Sophronius fmiling, 
(hall I anfwcr it to the Dryad of thefe Groves, for 
thus breaking in upon the Contemplations of her 
Votary ; when, perhaps, flie is even now expedting 
you under fome venerable Oak, or favourite Elm ? 

However romantic you may afFefl to think me kt 
my Amours, replied Pbiloclesy you do not, in good 
•Earneft, I hope, believe me fo ill a Judge of real 
Happinefs, as to imagine me capable of thinking I 
could exchange the Ple^fures of Friendship for any 
more valuable Enjoyment. No, Sopbronius ! as grea^ 
^n Admirer as I am of thefe Beauties of Nature, (he 
is no where io dKiafming to me, a;s in her moraj 
Operations, and that Harmony fhe produces from 
focial Concord. 

Were I to have traced the Genealogy of Friend- 
fhip, returned Suphronius^ I ihould hardly have ex- 
pedted to find Nature her Parent- It f<pems to n^e 
much -more reafonable to fuppofe this Union derived 
from Neceffity and Convenience, or fome other 
Principle arifingfrom our Wants and Imperfe£lions, 
than any implanted Bias in our Frame, previous 
to ihofe une^fy Feelings, The State of Nature 
could not have admitted of this refined Commerce ; 
(ince every Individual, at that Period, muft have 
bad a feparate and, oppofite Intereft* 

It 
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It is JFor that Reafon, among others, anfwered 
' Philocles^ why I think it improbable, that fuch a 
iState fliould eVer hare exifted. There is in out 
Frame fo ftrohg a Biafs, fuch an irrefiftible Ten- 
dency to unite in the focial Circle, that we muft 
leither fuppofe Mankind formed originally with Af- 
feflions very different from what appear in them at 
i^refent, or give up the Notion of this i^arbarous 
Stale, as an abfurd aiid groundlefs Suppoiition* 

It is not to be wondered, faid Sophronius^ that th« 
firft View of this rude State fliould ftartle a Mind, 
Which has been accuftomed to a regular Community, 
and has formed its Ideas of Truth from familiar Ap- 
jpearances of impi^oved Nature. But it is very cafy 
to miftake Habits for AfFeftions, and afcribe to the 
dire<ft Impulfe of Nature, what is, in reality, owing 
to the Maturity of Time, and the Difcipline of 
many Generations. Societies have been long efta- 
bliflied: tJfe has taught us the Advantages, that are 
derived from them; and therefore we fancy that 
Men fall naturally and unavoidably into AiTocia- 
tionp^ when the Truth is, they arc only inclined to 
■ be fociabie from Praftice, rather than from any im- 
mediate Incitement of Nature, or the Love of their 
Species. Look back upon the Accotints which Poets, 
Philofophers^ and Hiftorians give of Mankind in the 
Infancy of the World ; and you will have a View 
Very indonfiftent with a Principle of friendly Union 
and focial Coalition. They defcribe them not only 
Without Arts and Sciences, but without Habitations, 
VoL« L X LawS) 
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Laws, or even Language itfelf, and feeding upon 
the raw Herbage, like their fellow Brutes, the Te- 
nants of the fame Shade and Pafture. I remember 
a PaflVge in Cicero^ where he fpeaks to this Purpofe 
of the firft Race of Mortals [a]. And Horace [A], 
as well as Lucretlui [c], you know, talk of them. 
cxaftly in the fame Manner. 

In fhort, all the Records of Antiquity affirm, that^ 
in the firft Ages, the Conceptions of Mankind, their 
Manners and Difpofitions, were rude, barbarous, and 
brutal ; that their Attainments went no higher than 
fatisfying, at any rate, the coarfe Demands of their 
unreftrained Appetites : And thus, being under no 
Controul in the Gratification of their felfifh PaiEons, 
they ran into the moft violent Excefl^es, and were 
perpetually invading and feizing each other's Pro- 
perty. This is the defpicablc Figure Mankind make 
in the feveral antient Piftures of their original State. 

I acknowledge, faid PhiUcles^ that this was the 
Do6lrine of the Epicureans ; but the Principles of a 
particular Sedl cannot be looked upon as the Standard 

[a\ Nam fuit quoddam texnpus^ cum in agris homines^ beftiartun 
siore vagabantar ; Ace quidquam ratione animi^ fed pleraquc viribut 
corporis adminiftrabant. Non jus aequabile^ quicquid utilitatis haberet^ 
acc«perat^ &c. Cicero de Invent, lib, i« 

\b'\ Cum prorepfenint primis animalia terris, 

Mutum $c turpe pecus^ glandem atque cubilia propter^ 
Vngulbus Sc pugnis, dein fuftibus, atque ita porro 
Pugnabaot armis, &c. Ho r. Sat. lib. i. 

[cj Nemora atque cavas montes fylvafque colebaot, 

£t frutices inter condsb^nt fquallida membra* L v s it s y* 
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of Antiquity. It is ufual with the learned, wheri 
they are endeavoUrilig to eftablifh fome favourite 
Hypothefis, to pick out a Paflage from a Greek or 
Roman Authorj that happens to cD-incide with the 
Notion to be advanced, and then argue from it, as 
a received Principle among the Ancients. Superficial 
Reafoners and minute Philofophers may be thus de- 
ceived ; but Sophronius^ I am fure, is not fo eafily 
impofed upon* Ahd if he had been in the Humour, 
he could have drawn up a long Lift of clajfEcal 
Names, to throw into the Scale againft thofe he 
I juft now mentioned. What think you of the 
Golden Age^ when-*- 

Nay, ihter{)ofed SophVoniut^ if you are for foaring to 
the airy Regions of Romance, I will not endeavour 
to attend your Flight. I can follow you well enough, 
whilft you keep vvithin the humble Paths of fober 
Reafoning j but the Towerings of an heated Ima- 
gination are jnuch too elevated for my Reach^ 

—Have Patience, good Sophromus ! 1 was only 
going to mention what fome of the Aiicients have 
thought cohcerning the State of Man, when he was 
yet new to Being, and freffa from the Hands of his 
Creator* The Defcription Ovid gives of his Situa- 
tion, in that firft Period of his Exiftence^ fcems 
(fome poetical Embelliihmehts excepted) fuch as, 
were we to reafon a priori^ we fliould conclude he 
uas placed in. The firft Cbaxadteriftic he gives of 
it is Innocence. 

Xz Flrji, 
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[d] Firfi roft a golden Agi ! the human Mini 
T0 Faith* s fair Rules fpontanmus thin incUn*d^ 
•* Unforced fy Punijhmeni^ unava^d by Fear: 
•* Masfs Words 'were JUttpU^ and his SquI Juictn^* 

Seneca likewife gives an Account of the State of 
Nature, as it .ftood in Saturn's Reign, exaftly con« 
formable to this Notion of focial Virtue beifig then 
cxercifed in all its Purity [#]--*• 

Nor does it feem in the leafi improbable, that 
fuch a Happinefs might once have been the Lot of 
Mortals ; though their prefent degenerate State is fo 
different from it, as to need the ftrongeft Reftraints, 

Id] Aurea prima fatt eft 2Stai8, quae, vindice luUo, 
Sponte fua fine lege fidem re£tumque colebat » 
Poena metufque aberant. Sec. 

[tf] «< Tunc ilia virgo, numinis magni dea^ 
<* Juftitia coelo miiTa, cum faadla Fide, 
^ Terras regebat mitis. JFIumanum genus 
•• Non bella norant » &c. 

Thenjuftice, Virgin pure, of fovereign Powai^ 
With ikcred Faith, attendant Handmaid, fent 
To this our Globe, DominioR held o^er Men, 
And rulM vHith abfolute, but gentle Sway. 
Ui^eard was DHcordV Voice, and Din of War, 
The Claih of Anns, and Trumpet's direful Souni. 
NorWaU8,nor Bulwarks, Cities yet had raisM i 
Pervious and fafe each unfencM Entrance lay. 
Peculiar Rights were then unknown tq, Men } ' 
One common Stock fupply^d the friendly Race. 
The teeming Earth pourM out her fruitful Store* 
Spontaneous to her Sons '——kind Parent /he, 
Aad tender Guardian ! ||i9us Children they 1 

StVMQA, Tng, O^Tr A^. U. 
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to keep up any tolerable Degree of Order in the 
World. The Luft of Avarice and Ambition now 
indeed divide Mankind, and deftroy their mutual 
Harmony. ^ But before Covetoufneft crept into the 
World ; before Men had any Temptation to invade 
the Rights of Equality; when Titles, Diftihdions, 
.and pre-eminences were yet unknown; why might 
*iot a Number of People have lived together in 
Amity, enjoying every thing in common, and 
content with the natural Produdb of the JBarth in 
fome happy Climate ? 

Becaufc it isinconfiftent with the Nature of hu- 
•man Creatures, znfwered Sophronius, that any Num- 
ber of them (hould live together in Concord, with^ 
.out the Curb of Government. Had we come into 
the World with fuch Difpofitions, as our firft Barents, 
are faid to have poffeffed before their Fall ; then in- 
<leed thofe tranquil Joys, which have (it fhould 
/eem) ilourifbed only in Song, might have exifted 
in reality. But as to their unhappy Offspring, born, 
as they are, with depraved Appetites, and inordi- 
.nate Self-Paffions, it is abtblutely impoffibl^, that 
cither Order, Peace, or Juftice .could ever have pre- 
vailed amongft them, without the Aid of fome rc- 
ftraining Force, Let a Man fairly examine Hu- 
man Nature, the Tendency and EfFefts of our Pat- 
fions ; and he piuft allow tbi^ to be the Cafe* 

It is in vain to produce any Authority againft the 
Nature of Things; and leaftof all, that of the Poets. 
Xbcy, you know, are not generally the ftriSeft Rea- 

X 3 foners ; 
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foners ; their Aim being rather tb plcafe than inform. 
And though there is a Thing, which wc call Truth 
In their Art ; yet, not feeing tied down to fevere hi- 
ftorical Matter of Faft, they are at Liberty to create 
Scenes, which exift only in Invagination. But if 
Names are of any Force, I could produce [/] Ifo-. 
crateSy [^] DiodsruSy and Numbers of the moft ce- 
lebrated Ancients, who reprefent the Infancy of the 
World as rude and barbarous, as H^bb^ or any of 
the Moderns Tuppofe it to have been, Seneca^ I 
will not deny, fcems to favour your Opinion : And 
in one of his Epiftles, the Philofopher is not lefs 
warm than the Poet, in the Dcfcriptipn oi z polden 
Age [/;]. But after he had indulged his lively Ge- 
jiius in the Sallies of Imagination, Rcafon re-affumes. 
her Scat, and he freely owns, that Philofophy was 
unknown to the World in that early Period ; that it 
was indeed an Age of Innocence, but net of Wif-r 
dom ; and that the moral Charafter was not ther^ 
thoroughly underftood. For Virtue, fays he, is not 
the Gift cf Nature, but the Produiaof Art. The 
Seeds of it arc indeed fown in our Hearts ; but if 

f /*] Ifocratc3, Orat. iii. ad Nicoclcnif 

f^j Diodorus Siculus, lib. i. 

[Z»jQuamvis egrcgia illis vita fucrit, & carens fraude, non fuere 
fapientesT — Non erant ingenia, omnibus confummata — Non cnira dat 
natura virlutcm j ars ert, boa urn fieri. — Ignorantia rerum innocentes 
ciant, Multam autem intcreft, utrum peccare aliquis nolit, an nef- 
cjat. Deerut ilils ju/litia, dcerat prudentia, deerattcmperantia & for- 
titudo. Omnibus his virtvitibu:? habcbat iimilia quaedam rudis vita : 
virtus non contigit animo, nifi inflituto & edo6to, & ad fummum afli- 
dua cogitationc pcrdufto. Ad hoc quidcm, fed fine hoc nafcimur : & 
in optimis quo<^ue anteouam erudias, yirtutis materia, non virtus eft. 

they 
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they are not cultivated with the utmoft Djligence 
and Care, they will for ever remain in a dormant 
and inactive State. 

Does not this Concei&on entirely demolifh the fine 
Fabric he had juft before ere<9:ed ? For furely Man- 
kind muft have been abfolutely incapable of living 
together in focial Harmony, whilft the Mind had not 
yet received that Cultivation, which is requifite to 
unfold thofe latent Principles of Virtue ; without 
which, it is impofEble that Numbers can live toge- 
ther with any Sort of Comfort, or maintain any to- 
lerable Degree of Peace and Order. Cicero feems 
clearly to be of this Opinion ; for he derives all fo- 
cial Concord from the Difcipline of Philofophy, 
when he breaks out into a celebrated Rhapfody up- 
on the pleafmg Reflexion [/]• 

If the Truth of Opinions, returned Phlloclesy were 
to be determined by Antiquity ; thofe, who maintain 
the Sentiments I am contending for, might at leaft 
^o as high for their Authority, as their Oppofers. 
The Lines I repeated from Ovid feem to be copied 
from Hefiod*y who, as fome affirm, was contempo- 
rary with Homer. Though in4eed, to trace this No- 
tion of the Golden 4g^ up to its true Source, we 
xnuft look for it in the MofaicaJ Account of the firft 

\t\ O vits philofophia dux t O virtutis indagatrix, expultrixquo 
\Itiorum ! Tu urbcs peperifti ; tu diffipatos homines in focictatem vita 
convocafti t tu cos inter fe primo domiciliis^ deinde conjugiis^ turn li- 
terarum ct yocum communione junxifti : f u inventrix legum^ tu ma- 
^iftra morum, & diiciplioae fuifti ! 

Cicsfo, Tufc. Difp. Aid. Venet. p. 24s* 

X 4 State 
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State of the World, from wliencc it fcems to be de- 
rived. But however, it is certain that the State of 
Nature, as defcribed by Hobhs and his Followers, 
could not have fubfifted long enough to be called a 
State, admitting it eyer fubfifted at all. As it wa^ 
nothing but a Scene of War, Conqueft muft either 
have foon introduced ^ubjeftion ; or the Sons of 
Men muft have been totally extiniJl. This [i ] Lu^ 
^^/tfi himfelf admits, and owns that Mankind mufl 
jieceftarily have pcriihed under the Inconveniences of 
fuch a Situation. Now from hence, irihould feem^ 
a ftrong Reafon might be drawn, to prove that this 
State of Nature is, at leaft, a^ vifionary as the G^/- 
<fc» Jge. For tell me, Sophronius^ can it be fuppofed 
with any Jufticc to the Wifdom of the fupreme 
Being, that he placed Mankind originally in a Situ- 
ation, that muft neceflfarily have defeated the End$ 
of their Creation, and utterly extirpated the whole 
Species from off" the Face of the Earth ? 

To argue, replied Sopbroniusy againft the Reality 
of a Faft, from its Qonfequences, is hardly a fafe 
Method of invefiigating fpeculative Truths ; I 
mean, where the Evidence is ftrong on the Side of 
the Fa£l ; and the Cpnfequences are, at beft, but 
hypothetical. This at le^ft you muft allow, that 
fhe DoiSbine I contend for, has many great an4 
ijluftrious Names on its Side 

n] Genus humanum jam turn font ompe peremptum : 
Ncf potui0*et adhup perducere fasf la propago. 

Lucretf lib* v* Vin, X025, 

Not 
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Not fo many, returned PhilocUs^ as might be pro-? 
dqced on the contrary [/], The noble Moralift ha$ 
oppofed it with that Senfe and Spirit, which fo emir 
nently diftinguifh his excellent Writings [m], Mr^ 
Locke indeed fpeaks of a State of Nature, in Con-» 
tradiftin£lion to civil Sopiefies ; ^nd feems to thinly 
it might have.exifted [«]. But then he reprefents 
'it, not as a State of L^icehce and Diforder, but a^ 
fubjecSk tp the Laws of Reafon \ which if I do not 
miftake, is the very thing which 07;/<a? intended in 
Jiis Defcription of the G^/i^« -^<^: For, no doubt, 
when the Poet fays, Men obferved the Rules of 
Right and Juftice without Lawsj he mi^ft inean| 
without thofe of civil Compaft. - 

That Mankind are naturally of an uniting focial 
Temper, is maintained by Grotius^ Puffendorff^ an4 
^any other great and learned Men. 

Now if their natural Sociability be once admitted, 
the State of Nature, as defcribed by Hobbsy and 

[/] Nihil eft tarn iUuftre, quam conjunftio inter homines homi- 
piim — et ipfa caritas generis. humani^ quae, nata a fatu, quo a pro- 
creatoribus nati deliguntur, &.to^ domus conjugio & ftirps conjungi- 
tur, ferpfit fenlim foras cognationibus primuxn^ turn affinitatibus^ de- 
inde amicitiis, pod; yicini^atibus , turn ciyibus, &c. 

.* Cicer. de Fin. lib. v. edit. Aid. p. IX9« 

■ Omnes inter fe natqrali quadam benevoleiltia continentur. 

Ibid. De Legibus, lib. 1. p. 179. 

Conftituendi vero juris ab ilia fumma lege capiamus exordium ; qud; 
feculis omnibus ante nata eft, quam fcripta lex uUa^ aut quEm omnlnq 
(Divitas eft conftituta. Ibidem, Leg. i. in initio. 

£«] Lord Sbaftejbury^ [»] Tre^tife ^ Government. 

^dQ|)te4 
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adopted by my Friend, muftneceflarily fall -to 
Pieces ; for moft certainly they are not compatible. 
Think not then, SophtQuius^ (to ufe the Words 
of our ethic Poet) 

Think noty in Nature* s State^ Men hlindly trodi 
The State of Nature ^vaf the Reign of God \o\» 

If Mankind, faid ScphroniuSy h^d been originally 
formed with fuch an AfFe^flion for each other, as to 
be led from thence into Aflbciations ; this endear- 
ing Principle muft have prevented thofe bloody Vio-r 
lences and fatal Quarrels, by which fuch Numbers 
of the Species arc conftantly diminilhed. But War 
feems to be one of thofe dated Methods, that Provi- 
dence t^kes to remove the Generations of Men from 
off the Face of the Earth ; that there may be room 
for others to take their Turn upon this Stage of Ex- 
iftence. And indeed, were the deftruftiye Conten- 
tions, that arife from Ambition and public Refent-r 
ment, entirely to ceafc ; our Species alone would 
foon overftock the Globe. If therefore it had been 
the Creator's Pleafvire to have formed us with a ftrong 
implanted Senfe of mutual Love ; we may prefume, 
the Plan of Providence would have been very differ- 
ent from that, which feems now to be eflablifhed. 

But fuppofeMen were originally framed with this 
amicable Difpofition, this Fondnefs for focial Inter- 
f ourfe ; yet, whatever was the Caufe, it is evident, 
jfoey had fo far departed from their primxval Virtue, 



' \pli P^i^ti E{ray on Man, 
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that the Hiftories of every Country reprefcnt a Period, 
when its Inhabitants were as favage and unfocial as 
the State of Nature is defcribed. If you queftion th« ■ 
Credit of thefe Records; you need go no farther for 
full Convifiion, than our Northern Iflands ; in many 
of which the Natives are as little acquainted with 
Order, D.ifcipline, and Juftice, or any of the Vir- 
tues of Humanity, as the very Brute Creation, 
This agrees exaftly with the Defcri prions given us 
of other uncivilized People flill fubfifting in the 
World. How then do thefe Virtues operate ne- 
ceffarily upon Mankind, 

I muft confefs, replied Philocles^ that I have fre- 
quently met with fuch Defcriptions; but the Tefti-^ 
Hlony of the Authors never appeared to me fo clear, 
as to leave no room to call in queftion their Veracity, 
From the beft Information 1 have been able to ob-r 
tain, I am led to believe there is no People upon 
Earth fo favage, as not to have formed fome kind 
of Society, fome Sort of Laws, however impcr- 
fe£l, to rcftrain Violences, and punifh Tranfgref- 
fions. It is abfolutely impoilible that Men could 
pther\yife have fubfifted, fmce the Time they fell 
from their primitive Innocence. 

But let meafk Sophranlns — Is not well-being agree- 
able to our Nature ?— "It muft be allowed." Tell 
me then, can that be obtained without Society?-^ 
•*' Undoubtedly not." Society therefore muft be na-r 
tural to us. And if it be; is there nothing within 
iiSj no impulfive Principle to excite and lead us to 

affociatc| 
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aflfociate ? What think you of Pity and Compaffion f 
the general Diflike of Solitude, and Love of Company f 
Some Traces of them, at leaft, arc found in Men of 
:all Ages and Climates^ What think you of the 
Powers and Capacities of Speech ? Why were they 
given us if not to be cxcrcifed ; And how can they 
fee cxercifed without Society ? It is evident too, that 
Nature has implanted in us the Principle of Juftice: 
Put for what Pvirpofe, if ^ot for the Ufe of Society ? 

It is plain therefore, in every View, that we are 
formed with a Love for our Species ; and confe- 
quently, with fecial Paffions. To confider Mankind 
in any other Light, is, to degrade them even below 
the Beafts. What a defpicable Opinion muft that 
Man entertain of the Order 6f Barings, jto which he 
belongvS, whatRegard$ for Virtue !— 

r 

Pardon me, good PhilocleSy if I cannot forbear in* 
^errupting you. Men of an elevated Spirit are con- 
ftantly exalting their Species to the Skiei>,'and brand- 
ing all thofe who talk more temperately on the Sub- 
jeft, as Enemies to Virtue. But you greatly miftakc 
rne, if you imagine I have taken this Side of the. 
Queftion with any Intention to weaken the Caufe of 
Morality. It is your V/ay to paint Mankind, as 
your generous Warmth inclines you to wiftithey had 
been formed ; whilft Men of cooler Temper are con- 
tent to view Things as they really are, rather than as 
^ falfe, though pleafing Light may reprefent them. 
They find nothingfo fupport thofe high Notions you 
Witerfain of the intrinfic Dignity oftUc Species, — nq 

Principles 
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Principles in Mankind, which lead direftly and ne- 
ceffarily to combining Fellowfhips. Man, fay they, 
was created frail and weak, fubjefl: ta Wants, which 
in a fingle Capacity he could not fupply, and obnoxi- 
ous to Dangers, agarnft which his own unaiEfted 
Arm was not a fufficient Defence. An Union of 
the Many was therefore formed, as a Remedy for the 
Imbecillity of feparate Individuals. Hence Juftice 
arofe ; and the RuIq of Right was afcertained and 
enforced, as a neceflary Means to maintain the Plan 
of focial Order. You affert, that the Law of Equity 
is an original implanted Principle fn the human 
Breaft. But if I were inclined t6-difpute this Point 
with you ; I might afk, what Occafion would there 
have been for fuch a Law, if Man had been framed 
with fo ardent an AfFeftion towards his Species, as 
you contend for ? Where Love reigns in full Power, 

• Property cannot be a Subjeft of Contention. So 

• far is fhe from doing Violence and Wrong, that file 
is ever tender of the Welfare and Intereft of the Obu 
je£l bfeloved, and even lavifli in her Munificence. 

I do not contend, faid Philocle^y that the focial and 
kitid AfFcQions are fo ftrong as to fubdue all the reft ; 
but only that there are fuch Paffions in Mankind, in 
Conjundion with others. The Love of our Species 
cannot therefore be faid to fuperfede the Love of 
Equity : On the contray, they are entirely compa- 
tible with each other. Nor does it feem in theleafl 
to follow, that, if the Cafe be as I have ftated it, 
univerfal Peace and Juflice muft for ever prevail, 
for Man being liable to great Errors, not only from 

the 
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the Mif-rulc of his Paffions, but the Imperfedion 
of his Reafon^ many Occafions of moral Evil muft 
neceflarily arife^ notwithftanding the focial Af- 
fcflions are allowed to exift in all the Strength^ 
which I contend forj 

But had mutual Affediion, returned Sophrontus^ 
been only a leading Paflion in us ; or had it been 
equally ballanced with Self-regard, all legal Reftraints 
had been entirely unneceflaryj Man would have been 
in no Danger from the fecret Attempts of Fraud, or 
the bold Attacks of barefaced Oppreflion ; his whole 
Life would have been one continued Scene of Security 
and Happincfs. But the Legiflators found his real 
State to be quite another Thing, If they did per- 
ceive that Nature had clearly dilated the Law of 
Equity ; yet Experience taught them, *' That the 
** Adminiftration of that Law was fo incompetently 
*' and irregularly executed, as to inflame rather 
*' than heal the Evils of the undifciplined State^ 
*< whilft there was no common Arbiter to adjuft 
** and enforce its Operations [/>].'* 

Thefe are the Reafons, which induce me to b^* 
lieve, that Dangers and Neceffities gave Birth to the 
Plan of Government, And when Society was efta*- 
bliflied upon a proper Bafis, and equitable Laws had 
^iven Security to Mankind, the Community had fuU 
Experience of its happy Effects. But as Particulars 
ftill felt many Wants, for which the public Combi- 
nations aiForded no Relief ; it was natural for them to 

[/>] fr- U D. Leg' t. 

look 
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look out for a Supply to this Deficiency, The 
moft obvious feems to be private Fellowlhip j 
which by an V nion of Hearts, and amicable In- 
tercourfes, might procure Enjoyments, which do 
not refult (rom general Affociations. 

This I take to be the true Source of Friendfhip : 
Nor does it appear to me any Derogation to the 
Lovelinefs of the Affcdlion. For, what but thelm- 
becillity of our Frame gives Rife to that Paffion, 
which is looked upon as the moft amiable belonging 
to our Nature ? Had the Firmnefs of our Minds been 
greater, our Companion had certainly been lefs. For 
it is ever found, that as the fofteft Metals are moft 
eafily diflblved i fo the tendereft Minds fooneft 
melt into Pity, This, perhaps, is the Reafon, 
why that Sex, whofe Chara6leriftic is by no means 
Strength, are moft liable to the ImpreiTions of this 
afflicting Paflion. 

Pity, returned Phihcles^ can hardly be faid to flow 
from Weaknefs in the fame Senfe that you fuppofe 
focial AfFeftion to do : In the latter, Weaknefs is 
the Attribute of that Subjeft, from whence the Af- 
fection is fuppofed to proceed ; Men united, becaufe 
they found themfelves too weak to fubfift in a feparate 
State : — But in the former, Weaknefs can only be 
the Attribute of that Subjeft, on which the Paffion 
is fuppofed to operate. It it not the Weaknefs of 
the diftreffed Objeft, but of him who beholdj it, 
which produces the fympathizing Sorrow. Imbecil- 
lity therefore cannot give Rife to focial Inclinations, 

in 
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in the fame Way you imagine it does to Compai&oh^ 
' The only Inferenc?i3r that can fairly be drawn froni 
your Argument, feeni's to be^ that the Tenderneft 
of Senfations, or Weaknefs (if you will call it (6j 
is the lyieans whereby the PafBon Operates upon any 
Subjedt : But it does hot therefore follow, that it isr 
the Fountain of the Paflion ; or that it is grounded 
on no other Principle in Nature.- For why fhould 
- Svphronius afcribe this Sufceptibility of Com paflion^ 
to a Weaknefs of Mind ? Is it not far more reafon- 
able to derive it from the quick Feeling of the Sen- 
timents of Humanity, and the fudden Exertion of 
• generous Sympathy ? Examine the Condition of your 
own Breaft under a lively Senfe of Pity y and tell me 
whether you do not always find^ that it gives you an 
exalted Idea- of the Gencrofity of your Temper^ 
when it i^ touched in this kind ind benevolent Way ? 
And though it may, perhaps, draw Tears from your 
Eyes ; yet they are the Tears of manly AfFeftion,- 
and not the Meltings of weak EfFcminacyrf For 
furcly, SophroniuSy there can be no Weaknefs iqf 
Compaffion, purely and abftra<Stedly confidefed j finc^ 
the nobleft Souls are open to the flrongefl Impteffi-' 
ons of this Kind. Horner^ who had a complete 
infi^ht into Human Nature, and fo well underftood 
what it was that gave the finifhing Excellence to a 
Charafter,- rcprefents the Hero of his Poem ; thef 
•great Jchilhs himfelf, melting into Pity at the Mi- 
feries of a venerable aged Monarch, on his Knee^ 
begging him to reftore the Body of his Son HeSfer. 
Nay, he not only makes him relent, but even endea-« 
VQur to affuagQ the Sorrows of the unhappy Prince^ 

Witfe 
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with the moft tender, as well as rational, Confola- 
tions [^]. Pity then, in the Eftioiation of thi> ]vfdi- 
cious Poet, who was always true to Nature, is per* 
feAly compatible. with an elevated and fublin^e^Spjw 
rit. Nay, is it not an Attribute afcribcd even to the 
Deity himfelf ? .How then can it be derived from fp 
mean an Original ? It is, indeed a Softnel$, butnpt 
(asyoucall it) anImbecillityofHeart, Juvinal^ J, 
remember, fomewhere extols it as the beft and moft 
lovely Paffion belonging to humaq Nature, and tb$ 

diftingu^ing Chara£leriftic of Qor Speciea [r]^ 

> • 

** From the high Throne divine Achilles rote t 
^ The ve^reuA'UoAixt\k by the K^^ h^ raisM | 
<< O^ his whit^ Beard 4nd Fonn |iugeftic|ac*4y 
' <' Not unrelenHttg. Then derene begsA * 

« Witk Wonh tofooth the mifenUe Mdlu** 

* r k 

' *'■• nitdzxiT.t^optVTjriiiil^ 

Thei-e is noc^ at Mn P^ obfenrety 1 inort. botDtiAil Paflage thMl 
this^ in the whole Iliad*. Hamr^ to fliew that Achilla watBOt a mes* 
Soldier, here drftws him as a Per/on o( excellent Senfe^ and (bnod > 
Keafon. And it was a Piece of great Judgment that to defcribe hSoA't 
for the Reader would have retained but a very indiflferent Opinion of 
him, if he had no jQiiaiificatsoOf but mete Strength. It «lf» fliewa 
the Art «f the Poet, tl^us to defer this Pafft .of his CharajQer to tht 
Conclusion of the Poem t By theds Meaos». ho fixes an Idea of hit 
Greatnels u^o&our Miads^ and snakes hit Hero^ oifthc Stage fvitl^ 
Applaufe, ... 

Po F t *s Homef, B^ xxl7» p. x6S» cd. xyj^^ 
£r] ^ ' MoJHflima corda 

" Hurbano generi dare fe-natufa fatetuf, 

<' Quae lacitymas dedit. ' Hxc noftri pars optima fenfdst 

« .-: Separathocnoi 

*« A gtege mutorum." Jtrtiic, Sityr, n^ 

Vol. I. Y yw 



AN ESSAY Dial. I. 



3U 

Little therefore^ good PbiUcUs^ lirill a poetical 
Quotation avail, to afcertain the Sentiments of the 
Ancients ; which furely are to be drawn from die 
iobGC Difcoarfes of their Philofophers, rather than 
the Raptures and Vificms of their Poets. 

- But jrou fend me likewife to the human Breaft for 
Convidion in this Point. Why there it is, that I 
find «iy Sentiments confirmed. When I behold hu- 
fluan Calamities, I perceive all my Faculties over- 
powered at the afflicting Sight. The Vigour of my 
Mind fails ; and I yield as it were with Reluftance, 
to fome fuperior Force. Men of a more refined 
Frame, who erfteitain exalted Notions of the Dig- 
jiity of Man's Nature, may flatter themfclves, that, 
in fuch a Situation, thy feel a Concioufnefs of 
.gerierous Excellence : But as to myfelf, I cannot 
triumph in itnaginary Greatnefs of Soul, againfl the 
clear Convi£lion of my Senfes. I freely confefs, that 
it. is nothing but the Weaknefs of my Mind to 
which I can afcribe the fudden EfFeds, which an 
Gbjeft of Mifery raifes in my Breaft. 

. But think not, therefore, that this is any Deroga- 

..iion to the Wifdom of the Creator. On the contra- 

'ty, it feems a wife Defign to have formed us with 

this Imbecillity j that we might be rouzed by a quicker 

Impulfethan thatof Reafon, and forced to give fpee- 

• > 

;,^^^%ifO»liaeft sgritudo ob alieMrum mHeriartim fpeciem^ aattnT- 

^tia:» atienis laaltt contra^a. ^gritudo antem in fapientem virum aon 

cad iti S I N s c A de Clementia^ lib, n* 
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dy Relief, that we might as fpeedily eafe ourfelveis 
of thQ Anxiety raifed in us at the Sight of Diftrefs. 
Thus do our very Frailties and Imperfe<5lions lead 
us to Benevolence, and draw us into public an4 
private F^ellowfhips. Let not then PhihcUs iniagine, 
that I am endeavouring to depreciate eitl^er the one 
or the other, when I fay they are dcrive4 itopx 
Weakncfs and Neceffity. 

That the former could not arife from AiFe<^ion to 
the Species, feems evident, from the fmall Degree of 
it, which was ever found in the World, and from 
the Animofities and Contentions, xieceiTarily attend" 
ixig the Self-appetites under no legal Reftraints: 
And as to the latter, whilft Men had. no Protedion 
and Security from Laws, Self*prefervatipn muiOb 
have been the only objedl of their Attention and 
Care. But how was it poifible, in fuch a Situation, 
for the undifciplined Mind to exert her Faculties, anil 
plan a Scheme of private Ailbciation, before a public 
was eftablifhed ; from whence alone (he could de- 
rive that Leifure and Safety, which were requifite 
to form the more diftant Scheme i 

I can by no Means allow, returned Phikdes^ that 
the Self-appetites were under no Reftraint, even 
fuppofing a Time, when civil Compads were not 
as yet eftablifhed. If Self-afFefibion pleads one Way, 
Benevolence (a Paffion equally belonging to pur 
Frame) pleads as ilrongly the other : and the l^f^v 
can no more be fupprefled than tjbe former, without 
doing Violence to Nature. 

Y 3 But 
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• But fee the Force of Truth : whilft you would re- 
prefent your Species under diradvantagQ>us Charac- 
terS) you were infenfibly led into an Argument, 
which demonftrates Beneyolencc to be the original 
Growth of Man's Heart, and what muft confequent* 
!y have drawn him into Society. Pity, you have al- 
lowed, is a natural Paffion. And what is Pity, but 
Love foftencd by a Degree of Sorrow, the Meltings 
"of a benevolent Heart ? This then was the generous 
Sympathy, which knit Mankind together, and blend- 
ed them in one common Intereft. From hence then 
it appears, that, if Nature did not dire£Uy dictate 
Aflbciations to the human Kind, (be yet gave them 
fuch preparative Faculties, as drew'theift, by De- 
grees, into national Brotherhoods. In this View, 
^* fhe feems to.have treated us as a Painter does his 
** l^ifciples, to whom he commits fome rude Sketches 
•* and Out-lines ; which they themfelves arc to co- 
•* lor and compleat [«]." ^ 

The Paffion of Pity is then a full Proof, that Men 
have naturally a Love for their Species, however it 
may be checked or ftiflcd by fome Counter-inclina- 
tion ; which, it cannot be denied, is too often the 
Cafe. Senfible of this Truth, the Legiflators took 
infinite Pains, and called forth all their Skill, to rouze 

• [^] Ut Phidias poteft I primo inftituere fignum, idque perficere ; 
poUft ab alio inchoatum accipere & abfolvere : Huic eft rapientia Cmi- 
|ii. Non enim ipfe geouit kominem, fed accepit a natura inchbatum : 
lUAC ergo iotueas, debet inftitutem illud, quafi fignum, abfolYere. 

C I c £ K o de FinibuSf p. 99* £dit« A14« Manac. 

the 
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the dormant PafEoi?. . Xiiis feeras to be the cppge^l^j 
ed Meaning of what the Poets tell ps cq^ceqii^^ 
Or/>A*tt/ and his Lyre. : . 






, Thus, in every View, it feems evident, that it Ay^ 
AfFeftion for the Specie?, which drew Mei^ into. So^ 
ciety ; and th3t,.Withou]t.it, they never did^^ii^ nf^^ 
ver can fubfift. For ^.ould Nature intend to prefej-yiC: 
and propagate the Species, and pot maintain F€llou<^ 
ihip and mutual Affection ? Whence arifes that 
ftria Agrecn^ent between the Sexes, in Jth? .Oreof 
their growing Offspring, but from Love ? And can 
you ftop here f '* How (as I remenlber Lord Shaflef- 
bury clofely puts the Queftion) ** How.{}iouId Man 

* break off from this Society, if onc^ begun? Ap^ 
^ that it began thus, and grew into ai^ Iio,u(bold, 
^ is an inconteftable Fad. And muft pot this 
' Houfhold have foon grown into a Tribe \ ths^t 

* Tribe into a Nation ?" 

Here Phikcles paufe^-r-when lopjcing ftedfaflly 
on his Friend — O Sophronius^ faid he, is it poffible 
you can, in good Earneft, contend agaipft the Reali* 
ty of the kind and generous Affeilions ? Is it poffible 
you cannot. difcover a rapral Att^aiStiQU \n pur Na- 
tures, which unites Mankind to each (jther, previoits 
to all Confideratigns of Intereff or Convenience ? . 

But I have long fuipe6led, that ,we ;ire drawn into 
Opinions from our conftitutional Propeniities, as the 
Stream follows the feveral Declivities of the .Groundi 
through which it il^ws. Something, perhaps, of this 

Y'4 ' i^'n* 
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Kind may have given a Biafs to my Friend's Senti* 
ments, and turned them afide from diat Scheme he is 
oppofmg. But I will not defpair of reconciling you 
to more favourable Thoughts of the human Kind. 
No Method feems more probable to efftSt this, than 
a Contemplation of Nature in thefe her vifiblo 
Operations. From her (it isconfefled) thedeftgning 
tad imitative Arts derive all their Energy and Grace. 
And yet (he herfelf, it feems, (helplefs Parent !) ia 
deftitute of all thofe Charms and Delicacies, (be con- 
fiers on her acknowledged Offspring ! But— 

It is very poflible, interrupted SophraniuSj that the 
Opinions of Mankind may be influenced by their 
Tempers. The Fruit, no Doubt, will partake of 
the Nature of the Soil. But PhihcUs fhould remem* 
ber, that the fame Qbfervation will ferve to explain 
the Rife of his Sentiments, no lefs than mine. I am, 
however, very willing to confefs, that I am always 
aihamed of being.pleafed, where I cannot aflign the 
Caufe J and am extremely apt to fufpedl my judg- 
ment concerning any Objeft, that moves my Paf-, 
lion. For this Reafon, I fhould hardly fend my Dif- 
ctple to the School of Arts (for there, PhilocUsj you 
fcemed to be pointing) for his Inflrudlion in the , 
Truth of feverePhilofophy. A good Pifturc, a well- 
executed Statue, or a fine Style, give me (fo far as 
I am able to difcover clearly their refpedive Beauties) 
fome Degree of {^leafure. But when the profefled 
Admirers, theConnoiffeurs in thefe feveral Arts, talk 
of their namelefs Graces, their certain inexplicable 
DeHcades^ and I know not what other fine Terms^ 

of 
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of which they themfelves do not pretend to explain , 
the Meaning ; there, I confefs, I am left behind, 
tind rcfcrve my Rapture, till I receive my ConvlAion, 

For tell me, Pbilocles^ what is this Delicacy^ ci- 
ther in the Arts or Conduct pf Life, which you are 
conftantly extolling in fuch high Strains, and with 
fuch an Air of Earneftnefs, as if you were perfuaded 
that there is fomething in it real and fubftantial ? 

Pbllocles was going to reply ; when a Servant in* 
formed them that Supper was upon the Table. How- 
ever, in their Way to the Hbufe, he took Occafion, 
from the beautiful Scenes they pailed, to throw out 
Ipme general Refle£tions in Support of hi^ favourite 
Doftrine: for he was determined to omit n)K^'Oppor-r 
tunity of drawing his Friend into the Love arid Study 
of Refinement ; the Difregard to which Accomplifh-' 
ment, he looked upon as the chief Deficiency in (h$ 
Charaftcr of 5<7/Arw»/» 
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AS Sophrontus is an early Riferj he was amufing 
himfelf in the Library, before Philocles was 
yet ftirring. But his Friend, perceiving it 
now Day, foon followed him thither, being unveil- 
ling to lofe any Opportunity of enjoying a Conver- 
iation, in which he found himfelf often inftrui^ed, 
and always entertained^ 

How happy (faid PhilocUs entering the Room) 
how happy would it be for <the fafhionable Worlds 
were they as well acquainted "with this fweet Hour 
** of Prime," as you, Sophronivsy arc, who feldom 
ftiffcr the Sun to rife upon you in Bed ! 

Rather, replied Sophronius^ how much happier 
would it be for the World in general, would certain 
a&ive Spirits be perfuaded to flumber Life away f 
fince they wake but to purfue their Ambition, or 
vent their Impertinencjes, and rife only to embroil 
pr miflead Mankind. 

Undoubtedly, faid Philochs, if many of thofe, 
whofe A6lions fill our Hiftories, or whofe Specula* 

tions 
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tions fwell our Libraries, had pafled their whole 
Lives in profound Sleep ; the World would have 
been obliged to them for their Repofe, but can now 
only lament that they were ever awake. 

I was reading the other Day (continued he) a 
Treatife upon Bees: The ingenious Author, fpeak- 
ing of the dormant Stateof Ihfefts, mentions an Ex- 
periment he has made, of extending that Period of 
their Exiftence far beyond its ufual Duration, even 
to fomc Years. If this Philofopher could fo improve 
his Experiment, as to make it applicable to his own 
Species, might not the Difcovery be turned to very 
fingular Advantage ? 

For my own Part, returned Sopfjronius^ were I 
Mafter of fuch a Secret, I would rather apply it to 
the miftaken Speculatift, than the falfely ambitious. 
The Sons of Turbulence can only afFeft their unfor- 
tunate Contemporaries ; ard the Mifchief they do^ 
generally ends with their Lives. But the Puzzlers 
and Perverters of Truth and Science are pernicious, 
perhaps, to feveral Generations, and difturb the 
Repofe of the World, many Ages after they them- 
felves are removed out of it. The firft Eflay, I 
would make of my foporific Art in the literary 
World, fhould be upon the Critics, a Tribe of Mor- 
tals in the "Republic of Letters, more fubverfive of 
its Peace and Intiereft, than — -- 

Hold, good Sophronius 1 I doubt, your Ccnfure is 
now growing too general. Some, tow and petulant 

Spirits 
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Spirits^ I confefs, have brought a Reproach upon 
the Name of Critic ; but the Art in itfelf certain!/ 
deferves Efteem. No Man can poilefs that Talent 
in its true Extent, or exercife it to full Advantage, 
without being' Maftcr of fomething more valuable 
than AriJIotU or Longtrms can teach him. He mud: 
have a certain quick Feeling of Delicacy in Arts and 
Manners ; which no Rules will ever be able to inv- 
part, where Nature has denied. 

« 

Hardly, Philocks^ will you be able to bring me 
over to more favourable Sentiments of this Crkic- 
fcience, by making Delicacy a neceffary Ingredient. 
For by all that I could ever difcover of the ^rue Efc. 
fence of that Quality, as it is applied either to the 
Operations of Art, or the Conduft of Manners, it 
pwes its whole Exigence entirely to Fancy ; and 
when I hear a Man recommended as a Critic of 
^reat Delicacy, I immediately conclude him a Per-* 
fon of high Enthufiafm. 

.Do you really think then, Sopbronlus^ that Deli^ 
cacy, whether confidered as a Faculty of the Mind, 
or as an Effedl of Art, is nothing more than the 
Raptures of warm Imagination, entirely unfupported 
by any Principles of Reafon f 

I will not venture to pronounce, anfwered Sophro'^ 
fiiusy of the Clearnefs of other Men's Ideas ; and, 
perhaps, the nice Refiners in Tafte and Genius may 
have Conceptipns to which common Language can- 
not fuppiy adequate Terms. But of this I am fure ; 

whenever 



Dial.IL ON DELICACY. 333 

whenever they talk upon the Subjeft ; either they 
refolve Delicacy into a certain ft ne ffdi quol^ or 
elfe explain it in fo vague and unprecife a Mannef, 
as to leave the Matter abfolutely undetermined, to 
a Mind that cannot embrace any Principle, but 
what it clearly apprehends. 

However loofely, replied PbilocleSj this Term may 
have been ufed heretofore in our Lauguage ; or how 
much foever it is iometimes depreciated by a miftakcn 
Application both in Writings and Converfation ; yet 
with the moil approved Authors amongft us, it feems 
now to have obtained a determinate Meaning, and 
is always mentioned by them as an high Quality, and 
the finifhing Excellenceof Compofition and Manners* 

As no Man, PhUocles^ is more clear in his Con- 
ceptions than yourfelf ; poffibly I may receive that 
Satisfadion from ypu, which I. have in vain fought 
for elfewhere. Tell me then, I intreat you, wherein 
this Quality, according to your Notion, confifts." 

Delicacy, replied Phihcles^ is good Senfe; but 
good Senfe refined ; which produces an inviolable 
Attachment to Decorum and Sanftity, as well as 
Ele^ce of Manners, with a clear Difcernment and 
warm Senfibility of whatever is pure, regular, and 
polite; and, at the fame Time, an Abhorrence of 
whatever is grofs, ruftic, or impure, of unnatural, 
effeminate, and over-wrought Ornaments of every 
Kind. It is, in (hort, the graceful and the beautiful 
added to the juft and the good. 

According 
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According to this Account, faid SophromuSy De- 
licacy ftems to be exaftly the fame Thing, that Ur- 
banity was among the Romans. 

When that illuftrious People, anfwered Pbihclesj 
had fpread their military Fame over the World, and 
fubducd all the Nations around ; they then turned 
their Attention to the Embellifliments of Lif^. 
Their Succcfs was equal to the Vigour of their At- 
tempts ; and they foon learned to polifh their Lan- 
guage, refine, their Pronunciation, cultivate JFIuma- 
nity, and adorn their Manners. A Lalius and a 
Scipto [tf] arofe, and tranfplanted liberalWit from- 
Greece ; which afterwards grew and profpered with 
a Bloom and Vigour fcaj-ce inferior to what it drew 
from its native Soil. 

• ■ ' 4 

Romewzs now become the Seat of Elegance, 33 
well as Empire : nor were her Eagles more dreaded, 
than her Refinement was admired. The Attainment 
of thefe Accompliftiments, they ftiled Urbanity ; as 
they were the peculiar Charadleriftics of the. diftin- 
guiihed Inhabitants of this imperial City. 

This I take to be the genuine Acceptation of that 
Word amongft the ancient Romans. It feems to have 

[a\ Sciplo tarn clegans liberalium artium omnifqne do£lrIi\x et auc* 
tor et admirator fuit, ut Polybiuna Panaetiumquc proicellcntes ingenio 
Tiros domi militixque fccum habuerit. Neque quifquam hoc Scipione 
elegantius inter\'alla negotiorumotlodisjunxit,femperqueinter annaa« 
iluJia veriat^s, aut corpus pcriculis, autanimum difciplinis exercuit.' 

V, Patzrc. 1. i. c. 13, 

' beea 
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been confined to the Qualities I have mentioned, 
and never applied to the fine Arts, as Delicacy is 
with us, and therefore differs from it only as a Part 
from the whole. . 

To admit, for the prefent, faid SopbromuSy that all 
thofe Ideas are juftly comprehended under the Word 
Delicacy y which you havecolleded in your Defcrip- 
tion — Yet by what Criterion is this Property in any 
Subjeft to be tried ? In this Operation of the Facul- 
ties, which we call Reafoning^ the Mind examines 
theObj^efts, as they ftand tn Reality : andfiprpur 
Dire<£lion, there is always 9 Standard in the Nature 
of Things. But is this th^ Cafe with regard to, what 
Connoifleurs call Amiable or Delicate ? Beauty and 
Pleafure are nothing but an AgreemerJt between the 
Obje^ft and the Faculty. What then can determine 
•a Man's Approbation or Diflike in thefe Points, 
tut the peculiar Caft of his Mind ? 

Though it fliould not be poffibk, anfwcred Vhii^ 
clesy prtcifcly to fix the Criterion you are enqbiring 
after j yet would it not neceflarily follow, that there 
is abfolutely no fuch Thing. Several Inftanccs 
might be mentioned, wherein the Mind, has un- 
doubtedly, ?i certain fixed Rule by which it judges; 
^vben neverthelefs,'it is not able to explain pofitively, 
in what that 'Rule confifts. 

Will not a true Jddge in Painting, who has been 
Jong converfant among the noble Remains of that 
charming Art, be able to diftinguifh a Copy from an 

Original ? 
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Original ? And would not you^ Sspbri^mus^ venture 
to give your Teftimony, in a Court of Juftice, to 
your Friend's Hand-writing ? And yet, were you, 
or the ConnoiiTeur I juft now mentioned, to be afkefl 
by what Criterion you were able to determine fo af- 
iuredly in the refpe£tive Cafes before you ; neither of 
you moft certainly, would be capable of afcertain- 
-ing, to the Satisfadionof the Enquire!-, that Stan- 
dard in your Mind, by which you formed your fe- 
vcral Judgments. 

But the Standard, by which we are to be guided 
in the AfFair of X)^//V/7^y, is no doubtful or chimeri- 
cal Notion : it has arealand fure Foundation. 

• • . ' ■> 

^Nature has implanted in us an internal Senfei 

wJaLLch gives us a juft Perception of the Relation be- 
jtwcen.our Faculties of apprehending, and the Ob- 
jefts prefentcd to them? W^ are framed in fuch a 
Manner, that fome Anions, Ideas, or Forms, which 
x)Ccur to us, as neceilarily excite Satisfa(3:ion and 
;Drfigbt, as others create Diftaftc and Averfion. 
When we lojk upoii a beautiful Picture, the. Mind 
immediately recurs to Nature ; and finding a certain 
Agreement between its own Ideas of Beauty, and 
^he Reprefentation which ftands before us, it in- * 
itantly acknowledges the fimilar Graces, and re- 
cognizes the true and proper Standard. 

The Criterign then of Delicacy in any Afiion or 
Compoiition, is the fure Feeling and Confcioufnefsof 
its Conformity to a like natural Senfation within us, 
operating neccflarily on the Mind, the very Inftant 

that 



Dial; II. ON t)£LlCACY. 337 

that the kindred Forms or Idtais; are exhibited to us. 
This Senfe and Tafte of Beauty may, irideed, like all 
our other Faculties, be greatly improved by Difci- 
f)line and Excrcife ; as on the contrary, for want of 
them, it may be much impaired. But ftill, it is evi- 
dent, that this difcernihg Power is born with us, and 
is as certain a Principle, as any belonging to our Na- 
ture. For do we not fee, that even Infants are de- 
lighted with the firft View of a round Ball, and 
prefer it to a lefs regular Figure ? The uhtaught 
Mind difcovers a Sympathy between the Ideas and 
Objefts, and eafily diftinguifhes the fair and (hape* 
ly, from the irregular and deformed. 

. Hardly, faid SophrBnius^ can this internal Senfe 
1>e looke^ upon as a fure Criterion 5 fince Men's 
Notions are fo w^idely different, that what raifes the 
Idea of Beauty in one, may have a contrary JiflFedl 
upon another. .> 

This kind of Objeftlon, returned PhUocles^ may 
be urged with equal Force aigainft the Evidence even 
of mathematical Demonftration. Though the Phi- 
lofopher has evinced the Truth of a Propofition by 
the moft infallible Deductions of Reafoning ; yet 
there may be fome particular Minds, which^ either 
through a Weaknefs of their Faculties, or the Inter- 
vention of wrong Ideas, cannot feel the Force of his 
Gonclufions. But this, you know, is no Argument 
againft the Truth and Certainty of the Reafoning : 
The Demonftration is no lefs clear, though not ap- 
prehended by every Individual • It is the very fame 

Vol. I. Z ia 
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in our prefent Enquiry. It cannot, with any Shew 
of Reafon, he inferred, that there is no fuch Thing 
as Beauty, or no Criterion to afcertain it, becaufe. 
(bme particular Minds do not feel the one, or appre-* 
hend the other. If a Difpute arife, we appeal to 
Nature and the common Feelings of Mankind, and 
do not hedtate to affirm, that what appears beauti- 
ful to one, will generally do fo to another ; if his Fa- 
culties are right, ^d his Attention fair and impartial. 

Who ever denied the Beauty of the Venus de Mi^ 
diets ? Or does any Man fay, there is not a diftin- 
guiflied Delicacy in the Works of thofe inimitable 
Ani&Sy Raphael 2Lnd Guido? Some Connoifleurs may, 
it is true, give the Preference to the former ; and 
fome, perhaps be more charmed with the latter ; 
or they may differ in the Degree of Merit to be af- 
cribed to this or that particular Performance ; but 
ft ill they all agree that Grace and Elegance are 
the CharaSerfftics of both thefe Matters. This is a 
Point, which never has been, and never will be con- 
tefted. And whence can this univcrfal Confent 
arife, but from fomething certain and uniform in Na- 
ture ? From whence, but that inward Senfe com- 
mon to Mankind, which operates with the fame 
Efficacy upon the Generality of the Species ? 

Nor is this true with refpcfl: to the imitative Arts 
only ; but it is equally applicable to every Obje£t 
that prcfents itfelf to us. — ^ 

Look yonder ! (faid he, pointlngto a View of the 
Thames) what ^autiful Profpedl lies before you ! 

Behold 
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Behold the gentle Glidings of that lovely River ! 
See how he winds his full Stream in pleafing Meaii- 
dets, fleering his majeftic Courfe thrbugh verdant 
M^ads, and diftributing Wealth and Pleafure, as he 
iiows along ! Obfcrvc the numerous Villas which 
adorn his Banks, and are adorned by him !— All, 
that have ever beheld this Scene of Delight, agree 
in admiring its Charms, and acknowledge that the 
delicate Ideas here raifed in their Minds^ are per- 
fedtly correfpondent to ttcir natural Scnfe of Love- 
linels arid Grace* 

Nature then is the Standard and Afcertainet of 
Delicacy. To her Tribunal the Defenders of Beau<« 
ty make their Appeal ; to her Sentence they finally 
fubmit their Caufe* 

The great Malters of Criticifmhav^, ihdefed. Up- 
on very juft Grounds, been efteemed by all impro- 
ved Nations, as proper Regulators of Tafte ; and 
therefore a Deference is due to their known Rules 
and eftablifhed Meafures. But this Deference is not 
founded on the Authority of their Names, but on 
the Juftnefs of their Obfervations and Reafonings. 
And on this Account they have ever been looked up- 
on as infallible Guides, to prevent the Mind from 
deviating out of the plain Paths of Naturet 

Granting, returned ^ Sophronius^ that you have 
pointed out a proper Standard for the Trial of Beauty 
in the imitative Arts ; will the fame Rule ferve for 
the Delicacy ofGood-hreeding ? This feems to depend 

Z z entirely 
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entirely upon prevailing Cuftoms, which are of fo an-* 
fettled a, Nature, that they are ever varying with the 
Compkxioa of Times and Climates. What is looked 
upon as polite in one Age or Country, is, you are 
fenfible, efteemed the Reverfe in another. How then 
canther^ be any fettled Principle, todiredl our Judg- 
ment concerning a Thing fo vagoe and tnconfbuit ? 

That Part of good Manners, replied Philocles^ to 
which you here allude, relates only, I fuppofc, to 
certain Forms and Ceremonies. And asTaras thefe 
are abfolutely indifferent in thcmfelves, and have no 
other Value but what they derive from the f^ihion-* 
able World ; to that Standard alone (wavering and 
uncertain as it is) we muft be coiKent to refer our- 
felves in thiis Cafe. But yet furely there are many ex- 
terior Obfervances and Forms of Behaviour, in 
which we may clearly difcovcr a Comeiliners or Ine- 
legance, that arifes martifeftly from a Conformity or 
Unfuitablenefs to the Nature of Things, to common 
Senfe, and an inbred Feeling of Decorum. If this 
were otherwifc ; on what Principle do we claim a? 
Right to draw Coraparifons between the Politenefs 
of different Countries, and give the Ufages and 
Cuftomsof one, the Preference to thofe of another ? 

But however this may be ; yet the more effential 
Points oi Delicacy in Manners are clearly afcertainect 
by our internal Senfe, and are therefore invariably 
the fame in every Age and every Climate, 

Suppofe a Man, for Inftance, to be follicited by 
hiii Friend to do him a good Office, or IfenH him Afr 

" ^ fiftarice 
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fiftance in Diftrefs. After great Importunity he 
yields to his Entreaties, but with fuch a fullen Air, 
and reluSant Countenance, as muft offend even the 
Receiver. — Who would not feel the Odioufnefs of 
granting a Requeft with fuch Circumftances of In-^ 
decency ? Suppofe another Man conferring a Favour 
with fuch a pleafing Chearfulnefs and humane Ad- 
drefs, as makes the Giver appear to be the Perfort 
obliged— In this Cafe, it is impoffible for any, but 
the moft brutal and degenerate, not to be fcnfible of 
the Comelinefs of fuch a Demeanour, and applaud 
this amiable Manner of heightening tjie Value of st 
generous Adiion. 

In fuch Points of Behaviour then as thefe, wliich 
are the mpft material Parts of Good-breeding, we 
have the fame Rule to form, our Judgments, as in 
the imitative Arts. They depend not on the Caprice 
of Fafhion, or the varying Complexion of Times 
and Climates ; but are founded on that internal 
Senfe of Decorum^ that univerfal Humanity, com- 
mon and natural to all Mankind ; which is the 
Ground oiF our Love and Hatred, the Guide of our 
Approbation and Diflike. 

If we proceed farther, and extend our Enquire^ 
to Things of higher Importance, to thenobleft and 
moft effential Beauty, the Purity of a iporalConduft. 

That Culture of the Mind, interrupted S^^Arw^/^ 
which leads a Man to fee and feel the Comelinefs of 
Virtue^ has undoubtedly a fure Foundation, and an 
lAfallible Standard in Nature. And as this kind of 

Z 3 . Refinement 
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Refinement Is of the higheft Concern to us, it muft 
be allowed to have a juft Clainv to our beft Atten-* 
tion and Regard. But here, PhilocUsj I muft ftop, 
Any thing, beyond this, feems to me a Misfortune 
rather than an H^ppinefs, 

It has been juftly obferved, that Men of a deli-* 
catc Frame are too fenfibly aiFe£led with the Acci-» 
dents of Life. Upon any profperous Event, their 
Spirits are apt to be elevated beyond all Bounds ; 
And in Adverfity, their Grief pierces fo deep into 
(he tender Frame, that it becomes infupportable. It 
is poflible, perhaps, that in fome Inftances they may 
have more lively Enjoyments than Men of a coarfei* 
Mould ; but theii they have alfo more pungent Sor- 
rows. Occurrences which would have no EfFeft up« 
on a ftronger Mind, affli£t them to the laft Degree : 
the moft trivial Difapppintment, the Omiffion of a 
Ceremony, a carelefs Word or Gefture, nay even a 
Xook, will difcompofe their Temper, and caft an 
heavy Gloom on their Minds, 

This Obfervation, returned Pjfilocles, is founded 
on a miftakcn Notion of the true CharaSer of De/i-^ 
caiy. If fine Senfations are not fupported with ftrong 
Senfe, they dwindle into Effeminacy : nor had ever 
any Man an elegant Tafte, who had not alfo a found 
Underftanding, There is, indeed, in a delicate 
Frame, a certain Degree of Softnefs ; but then it is 
onlyjuftas much as fufficeatQ prevent the Inconve- 
niences, that attend upon the rough and boifterous 
Paffions, Something, it muft be owned, there is ii% 

• 



Dial. 11. O N D E L I C A C Y. 343 

k, not unlike a feminine Tenderncfs ; but no mote 
than ferves to render the Mind fufceptible of the fine 
Imprcflions of Beauty, and give Amiablenefs to that 
mafculine Strength, on which a delicate Tafle fo 
much depends, that it cannot poffibly fubfift without 
it. To be able to form a right Judgment of Arts 
and Manners ; to fee and feel their Symmetry and 
Proportion ; there are, you muft be fcnfible,Yb many 
Views to be taken in, and fuch Variety of Circum- 
ftances to be compared ; that it is impoffiblc any one 
caa arrive at true Refinement, who has not ftrong 
natural Abilities. There may, it is true, be good 
Senfe, where the Exquifitcnefs of Tafte is wanting : 
but there can be no es^quifite Tafte without good 
Senfe. 

That Frame of Mind, therefore, which you repre- 
fent as labouring under all the Inconveniences of 
nice and tender Senfations, I can by no Means allow 
to have any fair Pretenfions to the Charafter of (?/- 
nuing Delicacy ; which is never attended with thofe 
Confequences, that flow from an Imbecillity of 
failions. 

« 

Were I to allow this, returned Sophronlus^ yet 
DeUcacy^ according to your own Idea of it, is cer- 
tainly liable to many unhappy Confequences. Let 
me mention one ; which, I think, fl^ould very much 
abate a Man's Ardour of obtaining this Quality. 
As it has fuch an *' inviolable Attachment to every 
^' thing that is elegant and polite ; and fuch an Ab- 
^^ borrence of Inelegance and Coarfenefs [i] ; it 

Z 4 muft 

(^] Vide p. 30»« fupra, 
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muft ncoeffarily deprive a Man of that great Satis- 
faction in Life, the Frequency of focial Enjoyment, 
Seldom will he be able to find Company adapted to 
his Tafte ; his Expectations run high ; and the 
Fund to fupply them is extreme fcanty. How few 
are there, who ever aim at fuch Refinement ! Hqw 
much fewer, who attain it ! The Generality ef 
Men muft therefore be difagreeable and irkfome to 
him : and he will very rarely meet with one, from 
whofe Society he can receive any tolerable Degree 
of Entertainment. 

What then has he gained by this faftidious Ni«'e- 
nefs ? He has refined himfelfinto a Difinclinatioa to 
be pleafed with the Intercourfes'of almoft all around 
him, and the ordinary Satisfaftions of his Being. For- 
faklng, therefore, his own Kind, he refolv«s,in a Fit 
of Spleen, to fequefter himfelf from the World, as 
being too delicate to live amongft fuch uncultivated 
Mortals. But in vain docs he feek Redrefs from So- 
litude : for, by this Eftrangement from human Com- 
merce, he contracts, by Degrees, fuch an inveterate 
Peevifhnefs and Severity, as imbitters his whole Life, 
and ends, perhaps, at laft in a fettled Mifanthropy. ' 

This, PhilocleSy may prove, and, I doubt not, has 
often proved, the Confequence of cultivating fuch a 
Delicacy of Sentiment. 

And is this a defirable State ? Is it any Symptom 
of a found Habit ? On the contrary ; are not thefe 
the fad Indications of a vitiated and difeafed Confti^ 
tutionofMind? 

How 
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How different is the State of that Man who is not 
over-nice apd curious in his Demands of foeial In- 
tefcourfe ! As be has not raifed his Ideas of human 
Nature to an immoderate Height, he is content to 
take Mankind as he finds them, with Allowances to 
their Foibles and Imperfeftions. And, as he has not 
refined his Senfations into an Inaptitude of being 
pleafed, he can fcarce converfe with any of his FeU 
loW'Creatures, without fomc Degree of pntertain-^* 
mentfc . 

» .That Refinement then, which robs a Man of thefc? 
ordinary Satisfadions, is furely rather to be avoided 
than purfued : and a Temper even the moft infen- 
^ble to every Beauty and Grace, is far preferable .to 
a Difpofition fo hard to be pleafed, and which can 
be fo feldom gratified « 

If this Delicacy of Tafte, replied Phlkcles^ narrows 
the Circle of our Friendfliip^, it certainly renders 
them more perfefl:. An Indifference to the Company 
•and Converfationofthe many^ will add Strength and 
Duration to our particular Attachments. It is very 
true, a Man of an unrefined Frame, how ftro;ig fo- 
cver his Senfe may be, is not nice and exa<3: in feletSl- 
ing his Acquaintance : almoft any are fufficient to 
anfwer his Demands, fuch a Man has not Senfations 
fine enough to make an Eleftlon ; and has therefore 
no Friends, becaufe he has no Delicacy, But is that 
a defirable State of Mind which excludes one of the 
greateft Ornaments and Joys of human Life? It muft ' 

be 
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be owned, that he who has digeftcd his Obfervations 
on Mankind, and formed hit Mind to an Excellence 
and Elegance of Sentiment, cannot take any great 
Delight in mixt and undiftinguifhed Company i and 
will therefore be inclined to limit his Friendfhips and 
Acquaintance. But his AfFedions, being thus cir* 
cumfcribed within narrow Bounds, will confequent-r 
ly rife to an higher Pitch,^ than if they were more 
difFufcd. This is fo far from leflcning, that it in- 
creafes, the Ardour of our Enjoyments : and, if it 
diminifh the Number, it heightens the Value of our 
Friendfliips. 

I will not deny, that the Cultivation of refined 
Sentiment may give a Man a Difrelifli to the general 
Turn of Converfation. Whenever, therefore he 
cannot find fuch Society as is adapted to his Difpo^ 
fition, why fliould he be ccnf^rcd for ftepping^fide 
from the beaten Track of Life, to indulge in fepa- 
rate Thought, and the calm Delights of Self-enjoy- 
ment ? This furely is a Meafure rather to be ap^ 
plauded than condemned; and ^ what every fenfibl^ 
^lan would purfue in fuch a Cafe : for. 



Wifdom'sfelf 



^. 



Oft/eeks tojvjeet retired Solitude^ 

Where^ 'vohb her heft Nttr/e^ Contemphtion^ 

She plumes ber Feathers^ and lefsgro*w her ffln^s ; 

JVhichy in the various Bvftle ofRefirt^ 

Were all too ruffled^ andfometimes impaired [c ]• 

Let him not remain too long fequeftered, but re- 
turn in proper Time to mix again with the World j 

an4 
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and his Conduft can neither be deemed inconfiftent 
with fecial AfFeftiort, nor have any ill EfFcft upon 
his Temper. If indeed he ex\:end his Love of Re- 
tirement fo' far, as abfolutely to exclude himfelf 
from Society, I cannot undertake his Vindication. 
He is gone beyond the Point of Perfeflion, and is 
therefore indelicate. 

Sophronius attended vefy earneftly to thefe Obfer- 
vations of his Friend, and feemed by his Counte- 
nance, to be almoft convinced in this Point. 

After a Paufe Suppofe'^ faid he, I fhould al- 
low your Reafoning^ to be juft, in this Particular j 
and that the Delicacy of Tafte in the Choice of 
Friends may, perhaps, be an Happinefs rather than 
a Misfortune ; yet I am ftill doubtful whether this 
Quality in general be a neceffary Attainment. For 
after all that you have faid, or can pofTibly urge far- 
ther on this Subjeft, I am perfuaded, that good 
Senfe, a right Mind, and generous AfFeftion, have 
fuch a native Comelinefs, that they ftand in Need of 
no adventitious Ornaments, but, like Diamonds^ 
jippear to full Advantage, when plain fet,' 

The Diamond, returned PhltocleSy was poliflied^ 
before it was fet ; and whatever Value it mi^ht have 
m its rough State, it had certainly no Beauty, till it 
came from the Hands of the judicious Artift. Thus 
it is with Senfe and Virtue : they are Jewels indeed^ 
even when rough and unadorned : but furely their 
^erit i3 more attractive, and they command a much 

higher 
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higher Eftimation, when they are fet off with fuit* 
able Embellifhments. 

Hence it was that SocrateSy the wifeft and bcft of 
all the Gractan Sages, tempered the Harfhnefs of 
Precepts with an Air of Plcafantry j well knowing, 
that tu pleafe, was the fureft Way to pcrfuade. He 
therefore ftript Philofophy of her uncouth Attire^ 
and gave her a more graceful Mein. 

Our chief Bufinefs in Life is indeed to form jui^ 
Sentiments, in order to produce a juft ConduA. 
Yet fomething ftill is wantmg; fome additional 
Grace, to make Truth and Virtue operate with full 
Succefs, both with refpe£t to ourfelves and our 
Fellow-creatures. They may, it is true^ proeure 
i^s the Efteem, but will not be able to gain us 
the Love of Mankind, without an Happinifs of 
Manner. 

It is with great Juftice Sopbronius fets fo high a 
Value on the generous AfFeftions : but, valuahje as 
they undoubtedly are, yet, if they be not accompanied 
with a certain Grace, they will neither have the 
Merit nor Efficacy of Benevolence attended by 
Delicacy. 

It is your Humour to run down every thing, that 
tends to Refinement. Yet, from many inftances^ 
you muft allow me to fay, that you are not, in Re- 
ality, fo great an JEnemy to it, as you afFeft to ap- 
pear. No Man confers a Favour with a better 

Gracc» 



ttial.II. ON DELICACY, 349 

Grace. Extend your Refinement farther^ and you 
will find it no lefs ufeful in the momentous AfFairs 
of Life. Truth and Virtue are, in thefe Cafes, 
what Foundation and Streirgth are to an Fdifice : 
they give Solidity and Support. But, if Symmetry, 
Proportion, and fuitable Decorations, be not added^ 
you cannot boaft of a complete Structure. 

In every View, Sophronius, it is evident, I thinks 
that the Refinements and Elegancies of Life not 
only render Men more agreeable and amiable to one 
another, but are alfo conducive to the greatqft and 
higheft Purpofes. for this Reafon, perhaps, the 
Author of our Frartie has made us fufceptible of the 
Pleafures of Imagination ; that we might be the 
more readily gained over to the Interefts of Virtue ; 
when we thus find, that the Way to her lies through 
the Paths of Pleafure. 

This feems to be the excellent Defign, and this is 
ever found to be the coniRrant EfFeit, of genuine 
Delicacy. When it confpires with Virtue, its In- 
fluence is as furely felt, as its Lovclinefs is readily 
acknowledged ; like mingled Streams, they become 
more forcible by being united. 

Thus it is, that thefe mutual Friends confirm and 
ftrengthen each other's Intereft. Delicacy allures Men 
to Virtue ; and Virtue afcertains and fupports £)///- 
cacy. The Connexion between them is ftrong j the 
Harmony perfeil ^ and the EfFcdls anfwerable. 

But 
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But do we not fee many, returned Sophroniusy dif- 
tinguifhed for the Elegance of their Tafte, both in 
Arts and Manners, who, at the fame Time, a/e in- 
fcnfible of moral Beauty, and utter Strangers to the 
Senfations of inward Harmony and Proportion ? 

It is no uncommon Thing, anfwered Phtlocks^ 
for Men to live at Variance with themfelves, and 
in Contradi(Slion to their own Princfples. This? 
muft be the Cafe of thofe who cultivate the exterior 
Embelliflimcnts of Life, whilft their Minds lie 
wafte and neglected : For uhat is that Prin- 
ciple, on which they ground their Entertainment 
and Pleafure of refined Tafte, but a Senfe of Sym- 
metry, Order, and Proportion in Nature ? They 
cannot then but be fenfible, that there is fuch a 
Thing as Beauty in the . Mind, as well as in the 
outward Forms ; and the latter however valuable 
in itfelf, yet, when compared with the former, is 
but of a fubordinate and lower Degree. It is pof- 
fible that the Elegance of their Fancy in the inferior 
Kind may have engrofled their Attention, and made 
them overlook the fuperior Worth of the other j 
cfpecially where fome unfubdued PaiEons concur ta 
help on the Miftake ; or the Force of inveterate Habit 
han taught them to ftop at the Iqw Attainment of 
fubaltern Beauty. But when Fancy is fati^ted, and" 
Jleafon has Leifure to operate, they muft, in the 
philofophic Hour, perceive the Abfurdity of admir- 
ing Exterior Symmetry, without recurring to thcr 
Int^rior^ th^ more^ eflciitial Beauty. Whilft there- 

ibrQ 
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fore they aft in Oppofition to thefe Suggcftions of 
the Mind, they muft unavoidably be unhappy. 

Your Obfervation, faid Sophroniusj brings to my 
Mind an AfTertion, which I find maintained by many 
of the celebrated Ancients and Moderns ; ** that 
*' the high and genuine Tafte(as they call it) of the 
•* polite Arts never refided in the Breaft of an im- 
** moral Man." They imagined it impoflible for 
one, who was impure in his Aftions, to be refined 
in his Senfations : fince, in their Eftimation, th* 
fame Faculties and Difpofitions which would lead a 
Man todifcern and relifh the Charms of Arts," would 
neceiTarily incline him to tafte and admire the De- 
lights of a regular Conduft j betwixt which, they 
thought, there was an infeparable Connexion. But 
this is one of the fanciful Maxims of cnthufiaftic Ge-* 
nius; and Inftances mightbe produced, which incon- 
teflably dcmonftrate the Falfhood of the AlFertion. 

When you confider, replied Philoclcs^ whataflrong 
Difpofition there is in Man kind, to vilify thofe, whofe 
extraordinary Talents lift them up to theNoticeand 
Admiration of the World, you will be very tender in 
giving a decifive Sentence in the Cafe. But if we take 
the Objedion in its ftrongeft Light, will a few In- 
ftances of Deviation overthrow a general Maxim ? 
Still it may be true, that the Study of the fine Arts 
naturally leads to the Love of Virtue. When a Mari 
has given himfelf up to thefe engaging Speculations; 
they take fach full Pofleiiion of the Heart, that he is 
not at Leifure to lend an Ear to the Calls of Ambi- 
tion, 
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tion, or the Demands of inordinate Self-pailions. 
And as thefc grand Inciters of Vice are thus happily 
filenced, he is more likery to hearken to the Suggef- 
tions of. Virtue, and incline more readily to every 
Duty of Benevolence and focial Regard; 

Upon the whole, from the bcft and cooleft Judg-. 
kient I have been able to make, I canncyt but be of 
Opinion, it very rarely happens, that a Man of a 
true refined Tafte in Arts and Literature, is not, at 
Icaft, an honcft Man, He may now and then, per- 
haps, be betrayed into fomc little Slips and Miftakes 
in his Conduct ; but thcfe U.nwarineflcs da not 
darken the whole Charafter, nor give any juft" 
Grounds to fix upon him the Imputation of Immor- 
ality, " Such fmall Stains and Blemiflies (as the 
^ inimitable Mr. Addifon obferves) die away, and 
" difappear, amidft the Brightnefs which furrounds 



(C 



him," 



But the Bell has rung for Breakfaft. — Come, 
good Sophronius^ — the Ladies will grow impatient. 



The END of the First Volume. 
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